ENGLISH 10

I-Search Presentation Info

Objective:  The purpose of the I-Search presentation is to share your experience throughout the I-Search not to focus upon your topic.  It is NOT a report of your topic.  Think about it, do you really want me to tell you how to knit?  Not really.  You want to know how I learned to knit, and how the project/experience impacted me.  


Basic Requirements:
1. You must dress up for your presentation (no jeans, t-shirts, or tennis shoes—denim skirts are acceptable).  If you choose to dress up just for the class period you present, it is your responsibility to change during the passing period—you will NOT have class time to take care of it.
2. Your presentation should take 5-10 minutes.  That means, in order to meet standard on the presentation, you must take at least five minutes.  Any extra stuff you would like to share with us (a video you made, for example) is to take no longer than 2 minutes of your total time.
3. You will have 2 minutes for the audience to ask you questions at the end of your presentation.  Your preparedness to answer them is part of your score.

4. Your power point slide show will guide your talk/presentation . . . you will not read it from the screen.  Remember your visual aide is supposed to ENHANCE your presentation.

5. Presentations MUST be on Smithson's computer no later than 3:00 
Thursday, 5/15.  You will not be allowed to present with the power point if it’s not on the server by this time.  If you create or work on the presentation at home, you will want to make sure to bring it in on CD, email it or bring it on a jump drive by 5/14 (Wednesday)—send it to both of our email accounts.  Email blocking is not an excuse!  
6. Presentation Outline needs to be checked off by Hayman by the end of class Tues. 5/13.

Content of your presentation:
You may include more than this, but this is the minimum.

1. Introduce yourself and your project title

2. Overview: Your presentation should include the following information: 

a. Brief Introduction : Give a quick intro to you, your background, your topic & why you selected it
b. Goals: What were your major goals?  How did you determine the steps and overall goals?
c. Expectations: What did you expect to experience and gain with the project?
d. Research Strategies: How did you go about getting your information?
e. Unexpected Challenges: This should be self-explanatory; what happened along the way that made things difficult for you?
f. What I Learned: This is what you learned about your topic AND about yourself

g. How I Will Use this in the Future: Tell us what you learned that you can use in the future; if nothing, then explain why nothing you learned or did was of value. 

h. Sources: These are the sources you used to create this presentation—nothing else . . . where did you get your images, etc.
3. Now, your power point (OR WHATEVER VISUAL AIDE YOU CHOOSE) needs to ENHANCE this information. 

Tips for presenting with PowerPoint:
1. Look at the computer screen and NOT the screen at the front of the room.  That way, you can maintain your eye contact with the audience and not turn your back to them.

2. Ask someone else to change the slides for you if you’re not able to work it smoothly into your presentation; you may not sit at the computer and deliver your presentation.

3.  NEVER put complete sentences on a slide; put key words and phrases only—remember, it’s there to guide your presentation and enhance the experience for the audience.

4.  Whenever possible, you should limit the total number of items on your slide to six; it keeps things from being too cluttered.  This includes images.

5.  Be careful about slide appearance—keep in mind the readability of your slides from the back of the room.  Avoid curly type fonts & keep a strong contrast between the slide background and the font color.  Try it out if you’re unsure.  Remember, animations & noises are cool but can sometimes be very distracting and at times don’t work.

6.  Put the information/content on your slides before you mess with colors, pictures, and animations.  If you run out of time, at least you’ll have the required elements on there.

 SAVE OFTEN.

