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Subordinating Conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions are placed at the beginning of a subordinate sentence. This sentence part explains more about the main sentence or a particular element of the main sentence.

Note: when using these subordinating conjunctions, the verb or verbal complex will always be at the end of the subordinate sentence, with the inflected verb being last (see example below).
The subordinating conjunctions:

dass (that*), wenn (if, when), obwohl (although) weil (because), 

bevor (before)

Example:

· that as a subordinating conjunction (= dass) means that as in “ I know that you come home tomorrow.”

Main Sentence, subordinate sentence
·  Ich weiß, dass du morgen nach Hause kommst.
Note: The order of main and subordinate sentence can be reversed. Note also that in this case, the verb is the first element in the main sentence:

Subordinate sentence, main sentence.

·  Dass du morgen nach Hause kommst, weiß ich.
Beispiel:

Was siehst du?
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Ich sehe, dass die Schülerinnen Fußball spielen.

Now try to answer the following questions with the cued subordinating conjunctions.

1. Was siehst du?  (dass)
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2. Wann ist Mariela glücklich?  (wenn)

[image: image3.jpg]


   Start your sentence complex with the subordinate sentence part:
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3. Die Krankenschwester arbeitet,  obwohl   
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4. Die Leute  gehen schwimmen, weil 

[image: image6.jpg]


    [image: image7.jpg]



5.
Bevor

muss er seine Hausaufgaben machen.







Wenn


























