“Queering/Fucking ‘The Relationship’”.

Or

“I Think, Therefore I’m Single”.

By bentbastard@queeringreality.com.au

Our queer ‘relationships’ have been based on a model of heterosexuality. Since queer ‘relationships’ have no such stylised institutionalised ‘relationship’ dogma, queers tend to follow the heterosexual model. Despite the apparent difficulties offered by queer ‘relationships’, individuals involved in these queer ‘relationships’ are now being moulded into monogamous, long term, committed and financially-emotionally-physically interdependent relationships. 

The Gay Liberation movement has moved away from seeking rights on the basis of our humanity, to lobbying for rights on the basis of ‘normality’, that is, same-sex couple recognition, superannuation, will and Austudy legislation changes to incorporate the existence of male-male and female-female relationships. Although these individuals have every right to seek these inclusions in Australian law, have gay and lesbian rights lobbyists actually considered what they are asking? 

In contrast to practising the heterosexual model, some queers are engaging a diverse range of queer ‘relationships’, and can potentially queer/fuck ‘the relationship’: the prevalence of lesbian couples negotiating with male ‘friends’/’partners’ to establish their own ‘relationships’ with potential shared-care or non-shared-care children; the engagement of sexual ‘relationships’ in public-private arenas, ‘safe words’ or ‘open relationships’. 

By queering/fucking ‘the relationship’, I am not suggesting the radical ‘free love’ as suggested by the popularised notions of the nineteen-sixties, but a negotiation between individuals’. That is a negotiation of individuals’ needs in their established ‘relationships’ with other individuals. Not a prescribed model of boy meets boy etc (as romanticised in popular movies such as “The Sum of Us”, “Beautiful Thing” or “The Incredibly True Adventure of Two Girls In Love”) where the only apparent room for flexibility is the choice of partner, not choice or negotiation of relationship between partners. 

Practising the heterosexual model not only predisposes queers to a stereotypical domestic situation, it leads to accusations of not behaving in a way a ‘boyfriend’ / ‘girlfriends’ should. Which inherently contradicts that heterosexual model that we as two men or two women already challenge and do not practice. Why continue with the façade? Queers are in a unique position to negotiate the norms of relationships and why not queer/fuck ‘the relationship’ in the same breath as we negotiate the norms of and queer/fuck gender/sexuality. If we have enough strength to come out to those in our social environment about our sexual orientation needs, why not then come out about the needs to those most intimate in that social environment, our chosen ‘relationship’ partners.

The heterosexual ‘relationship’ model is in crisis, and has been for some time. As indicated by the heterosexual couples that are challenging the model - the existence of de facto ‘relationships’, prenuptial agreements, open marriages, divorces and ‘swingers’. If new-millennium heterosexual ‘relationships’ are not subscribing to the model why are new-millennium queer ‘relationships’ insisting that we must be legislated along these lines? If the ‘relationship’ model is not working for heterosexual ‘relationships’, what makes queers think their relationships will fair any better? 

We exist in a unique period of time, not only as a ‘new’ identity, but in a period when we can learn from heterosexual experiences before its too late. By queering/fucking ‘relationships’ before they are too institutionalised we have the potential to negotiate our own queer ‘relationships’ individually and perhaps more successfully. By queering/fucking ‘relationships’ we queers are potentially able to offer a new-millennium  ‘relationship’-model based not on being monogamous, long term, committed and financially-emotionally-physically interdependent relationships, but based on the needs unique to that individually-negotiated-‘relationship’. 

