The Gift of Tongues
Text: Isaiah 8:19-20

Intro: Experience is never the final judge between truth and error.  The Word of God is the final 

      judge of experience as experiences differ one from another but the Word remains the same.

I. How Can You Know the Truth?

A. The Bible predicts demonic led miracle movement in the last days – Mt. 24:24; 2 

     Thes. 2:9

     1. How do you tell the true from the false?

     2. Other world religions speak in estactic utterances (Hindu’s; New Agers)

         a. Ancient mystery religions spoke in “estactic languages”

         b. Priests and Priestesses in pagan temples spoke in “estactic languages”

     3. Christian cults speak in “estatic utterances” – Mormon Apostles

B. Even Present Day Tongue speakers are Divided over this issue

1. Even Charismatics have written books warning of imitation gifts

2. Pentecostals are divided over the significance of their tongue gift

a. United Pentecostal’s demand it as proof of salvation

b. Others demand it as proof of baptism in Spirit and spirituality

c. Some believe it is not for all believers

3. Feelings and experiences vary from one group to another

a. some are “slain” in the Spirit as the do it

b. others produce “holy laughter”  and do it

c. others “bark” like dogs and do it.

C. The Bible commands us to test all supernatural phenomena by the Word – 

     Isa. 8:19-20; I Jn. 4:1,6; ; I Thes. 5:17

II. What is the Pentecostal Gift of Tongues?

A. In the Mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be established

B. The Three Pentecostal Witnesses – Acts 2:6-11

1. First witness – Acts 1:6

2. Second witness – Acts 1:8

3. Third witness – Acts 1:11

C. Nothing in the remainder of Acts contradicts these three witnesses

III. The Corinthian Corrections – chs. 12-14

A. Introduction to the Corinthian Problem – 12:1-3

      1. Their practice of spiritual gifts needed correction – v. 1

      2. There is a connection between their practice and their former demonic leadership –v. 2

      3. The correction revolves around what is and what is not evidence of Spirit leadership – v. 3

           (1) Those under the Spirit’s leadership cannot call Christ accursed

           (2) Only Those led by the Spirit can call Jesus Lord

           (3) More then mere verbalization is intended by Paul

                (a) Pay a drunk and he can say verbally Jesus is accursed or Lord

                (b) However a drunk cannot say it and mean it – that comes by salvation experience

 A. FIRST CORRECTIVE –  His Lordship over gifts – His will not ours - 12:4-31
1. Diversity  is not proof of inferiority or unspirituality or disunity  – vv. 4-6 

a. Distinction of gifts (charisma – graces) under leadership of SAME Spirit

b. Distinction of ministries (diakonia) under leadership of SAME Lord

c. Distinction of effectual power (energia) under leadership of SAME God

2. Gifts are distributed by God according to His sovereign will not by our will – vv. 7,11

3. Body makeup is determined by God’s will not ours – vv. 12-27 (v. 18)

a. For diversity in unity – vv. 12-20

b. For dependency in unity – vv. 21-22

c. For edification in unity – vv. 23-26

d. For completeness in unity – v. 27

4. Importance of ministries and gifts are determined by God’s will not ours – v. 28

5. Not all gifts are for every member – vv. 29-30

a. The greek text actually says “no” (Greek word ‘me’)

           b. Hence, tongues is not essential for salvation or it would be for all

           c. Hence, tongues is not essential for spiritual maturity or it would be for all

           d. Hence Pentecostal idea of both baptism in spirit and tongues must be wrong as they 

              demand both for spirituality, one being (tongues) the proof of the other (baptism)

     6. Therefore the better way to spirituality is not by seeking gifts but by seeking love – v. 30

         a. A translation problem with the KJV in I Cor. 12:3

         b. the words translated “covet earnestly the best gifts” can be translated one of two ways

             (1). As an Imperative “covet earnestly the best gifts” – KJV

(2) As an Indicative “you are coveting earnestly the best gifts BUT I will show unto you 

                   a MORE excellent way” – the way of love.

B. SECOND CORRECTIVE: Seeking love is BETTER than seeking gifts – ch. 13

   1. If you could attain the greatest of “all”  things it would be vain without love– 13:1-3

a. “tongues of angels”  is as possible to attain as “all” knowledge, wisdom, prophecy

b. The uttermost self-sacrifice is vain without love

c. Paul is not considering that any of the above is possible or practical but merely IF it could be attained without love it would be zero

   2. Spirituality is found in love not gifts – vv. 4-7 (See I Cor. 3:1-3 for proof)

   3. Love will always endure but not sign gifts – vv. 8-13

a. Middle voice used for “tongues” to indicate they will stop of themselves – v. 8

b. Passive voice used of “knowledge” and “prophecy” indicating that something else will stop them – v. 8

c. Tongues cease before prophecy and Knowledge are stopped – v. 9

d. “Prophecy” and “knowledge” are coupled together as PARTIAL REVELATORY gifts 

e. PARTIAL  revelatory gifts are stopped by COMPLETED revelation – v. 10

· term “perfect” is neuter and therefore cannot refer to Christ’s coming

· “perfect” is used elsewhere as “complete”

· Churches had nothing but the Old Testament Scriptures which said nothing of the church, its ordinances, its purpose etc.

· Looking into the Old Testament for church leadership was like looking into a dark mirror. Like the difference of revelation given to Moses as opposed to the prophets

· The New Testament Scriptures were anticipated as the COMPLETED revelation for the churches – Isa. 8:16,20; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:19-21; etc.

· The Anticipated New Testament is like a “mirror” – James 1:22-25

· The anticipated New Testament was better than partial revelatory gifts – I Pet. 1:16-19

      f. Two metaphors to illustrate the temporary state of tongues and revelatory gifts – vv. 11-13

         (1)  first metaphor - v. 11 – immaturity ceases of itself when maturity arrives just like the 

                         gift of tongues will cease of its own self prior to revelatory gifts being stopped.  

         (2) second metaphor – v. 12 – The present state of the Scriptures are like looking into a

                                           cloudy brass mirror compared to the completed state (2 Tim. 3:17).

The two glasses, clear and not clear, the Cabalistic doctors call "tiphereth" and "malchuth" (u). 

""Tiphereth" (they say) is a clear and well polished glass, by which Moses prophesied and had visions, "and saw all things most exactly", in a very singular manner; "malchuth" is the glass that is not clear; so that he that prophesies by that, prophesies "by riddle", and parable.'' – John Gill
     g. However, NOW charity, faith and hope continue

· NOW even before tongues ceases – v. 8 

· NOW even before partial revelatory gifts cease  – vv. 9-10

· NOW even before the eternal state arrives when hope and faith are no longer needed

Chapter 14

Introduction: In order to understand chapter 14 correctly there are two vital contextual factors that must be recognized. (1) The context is the assembling of the church and the use of tongues in the assembly; (2) the gift of tongues is the same gift given at Pentecost – human dialects

1.Congregational Context: - I Cor. 11:18,20,22,33; 14:4,5,6,19,23,26,28,33,35,41

                      2.Foreign earthly Tongues – Acts 2:6,8,11; I Cor. 14:10-11

                         a. tongues of angels – considered impossible – I Cor. 13:1-3

                         b. Plural “tongues” refers to plural earthly languages – I Cor. 14:1

C. THE THIRD CORRECTION: Seeking to prophesy in the assembly is BETTER than 

                                                   seeking tongues in the assembly –14:1-5

1. In the church no one but God understands foreign dialects – v. 2

a. Tongues was a missionary gift among foreigners with foreign dialects– Acts 2:6-11

b. Missionary Paul used it on the mission field but not in the church  – I Cor. 14:18-19

    2. In the church Prophesy is understood by all – v. 3

    3.The foreign language speaker only builds himself up but prophesy builds the church up

4. Seeking to edify the church is better than seeking to edify yourself – v. 5

D.  THE FOURTH CORRECTIVE: Seeking to be Understood by all is better than seeking to    

                                                   speak in a foreign language understood by none. – vv. 6-17

      1. In the Church foreign dialects have no purpose unless interpreted  – vv. 6-12

      2. Foreign dialects serve the speaker no purpose unless understood by his mind – vv. 13-17

E.  FIFTH CORRECTIVE – The church is not the MATURE place to speak in tongues – vv. 

                                            18-25

   1. Paul spoke in foreign languages more than all of them but not in the church – vv. 18-19

   2. The Mature use is in keeping with the Biblical purpose for this gift – vv. 20-22

       a. The gift of Biblical tongues is designated for the Jewish dispersion – v. 21

· This is a quotation from Isaiah 28:11-13

· Those designed for this sign will reject it – v. 21b “they will not hear”

      b. The gift of Biblical tongues is a “SIGN” gift – v. 22

· Sign gifts are NOT for believers therefore it is NOT for the church

· Prophesying is the gift for believers

     c. The confusion of using a sign gift in the wrong place – v. 23

     d. The blessing of using the right gift in the right place – vv.24-25

F. SIXTH CORRECTIVE - ch. 14:26-31 – Evidence of Spiritual leadership in the use of gifts 

                                                               in the church is edification, order without confusion

     1. Every gift exercised must edify the church as a whole – v. 26

     2. No more than three should speak foreign languages in the church – v. 27a

     3. No more than one speaker at a time – v. 27b

     4. No more than one person doing the interpreting – v. 27c

     5. None should speak in tongues if there is no interpreter – v. 28

G. SEVENTH CORRECTIVE –  ch.14:32-40 –  Self Control and Submission to the Word is

                                                                           evidence of true Spiritual leadership

     1. People led by the Spirit do not lose control of themselves – v. 32 (slain, holy laughter)

     2. People led by the Spirit do not cause confusion – v. 33

     3. Women speaking in the church violates the Divine order of the Sexes and submission to  

         their husbands – vv. 34-35

     4. Spiritually led people acknowledge all these things as God’s commandment – vv. 36-37

     5. Those who reject these standards are IGNORANT and unspiritual  v. 38

     6. Everything is to be done decently and in the order commanded above – v. 39

IV. Biblical Sign gifts have Ceased of themselves (I Cor. 13:8)

A. The Purpose of sign gifts has been fulfilled – I Cor. 14:21-22

B. The Channel for transferring sign gifts has ceased – Isa. 8:18; 2 Cor. 12:12

1. The Holy Spirit communicated these gifts through the laying on of the Apostles hands

a. None but Apostles performed sign gifts in early chapters of Acts 2:43; 4:33; 5:12

b. First mention of anyone else performing sign gifts are those whom the Apostles laid hands on in Acts – Acts 6:6,8; 8:17; 19:6

c. Apostles claim this power – Rom. 1:11; 2 Tim. 1:6

          2.Apostolic office ceased  with Paul – I Cor. 15:8

          3.Apostolic Qalifications limit the office to the first century – Acts 1:21-22

C. The later Epistles speak of sign gifts as diminishing or in the past

1.Paul had to leave behind some sick – 2 Tim. 4:20

2.Mark speaks of it as completed in past – Mk. 16:20

                              3.Hebrews speaks of it as the perogative of those in the past – Heb. 2:4

D. The last days “sign” gifts are signs of apostasy – 2 Thes. 2:9

i. Those doing it fall short of Biblical signs

1. No healing blind from birth

2. No healing of withered limbs

3. No resurrection from the dead

4. No Biblical gift of tongues

ii. Those doing it preach false doctrine

E. We walk by faith (in God’s Word) not by sight (miracles, signs and wonders).

F. The Word has been confirmed and no need of “sign” gifts.

