Answers

To Pretrib Objections

Intro: Most false doctrines are defended by proof texts taken out of context. When such proof texts are placed back into their context they usually teach the very opposite. Such is the case with Pretribbism.

1. Revelelation 3:10 – “…I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”

   a. The Pretrib argument: This verse promises that the churches will be taken out of the world before the great tribulation begins. The words “keep thee from” refers to the rapture.

   b. The Posttrib response: The partial pretrib quotation of this verse has left out the part that demands an application to this particular historical church. Jesus says “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep them from…” If the words “keep thee from” demand a rapture,  when was this church raptured or did Jesus lie to them?

    This letter is addressed to the sixth church rather than the seventh. If these churches represent church ages as most Pretribbers argue, then, why would a rapture take place before the seventh church age?

    However, who says that the words “keep thee from” must mean they were kept safe from this hour by rapture?  Jesus uses these exact same words in John 17:15 in direct contradiction to saints being taken out of the world. 

 “I pray NOT THAT THOU SHOULDEST TAKE THEM OUT OF THE WORLD, but thou shouldest KEEP THEM FROM the evil.” 

Argue what you will about the meaning of “keep them from” but the bottom line is that Jesus says that it means something other than “TAKE THEM OUT OF THE WORLD.” The obvious meaning is that they will not be taken out of the world but left on earth but kept safe through this hour.

    This is a promise given to those who “kept the word of my patience” and during the 70th week of Daniel there are those still on earth who fit this description 

“Here is the patience of the saints; HERE ARE THEY that keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus” – Rev. 14:12.

    John penned the book of Revelation right before the great persecution by the Roman Emperor Trajan in 112-113 AD.  The phrase “them that dwell on the face of the earth” is used consistently in Revelation to refer to apostates (see Rev. 17:2,8).

2. Revelation 4-21: 

    a. The Pretrib argument: They argue that since the word “church” is not to be found in these chapters it must be because the church has been removed from earth. In essence, this argument says where the word “church” is missing so is the church.

    b. The Posttrib response: If we allow their own rule to stand as they give it, then pretribbism is proven wrong. Their argument demands that where the word “church” isn’t the church isn’t. All we have to ask them is where in the book of Revelation do we find a pretrib rapture described? They always refer to Revelation chapter four. However, the word “church” is not found in this chapter. Hence, following their own rule, if the word “church” isn’t found in chapter four the church isn’t found either.

   Moreover, in those visions of heaven that are found in Revelation 4-21 there is not to be found the word “church” at all.  If we follow their own argument then we must conclude that since the word “church” is not found in heaven the church must not be in heaven.  However, no pretribber would apply this argument to those chapters as that would demonstrate that pretribbism is a false doctrine. It is a hypocritical argument that pretribbers dare not apply to themselves but it is designed against Posttribbism.

   However, the reason the word “church” is not found in Revelation 4-21 is because the word “church” refers to the PUBLIC assembling of the saints. In all tribulations PUBLIC assembling has ceased and the saints have gone underground or behind closed doors for private worship. If this has been the pattern for all past tribulations why not for the greatest one?

3. 1 Thessalonians 5:9; “For God hath not appointed us to wrath”

   a. The Pretrib Argument: According to most Pretribbers this verse is interpreted to mean that the churches are not appointed to enter the 70th week of Daniel as that is a time when God pours out His wrath on this world.

  b. The Posttrib Response: Although the beginning of the chapter has reference to the “day of the Lord” the verses that lead up to verse nine are contrasting those who are “in darkness” versus those who are “children of the light” (vv. 4-8). This leads to a contrast due to salvation not tribulation. The remaining part of verse nine goes on to state

 “but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who DIED FOR US, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.”  

      The wrath we are not appointed to is the wrath he endured when he “DIED FOR US.”  The comfort being given at this particular point (saved from wrath) is that which is equally applicable to “we” who “wake” or “sleep.”  The wrath to come that those who “sleep” as well as those who “wake” are kept safe from can only be eternal wrath. Those who “sleep” are in no danger of temporal tribulation on earth and therefore this text cannot have the 70th week of Daniel in view.

   Furthermore, even Pretribbers admit that “saints” will be appointed to live and die during the 70th week of Daniel including the Great Tribulation (Rev. 7, 11, 12,14,18:4). Hence, this promise cannot mean that saints are not appointed to be on earth during this time.

   Finally, the judgments of God that are poured out during the 70th week are not poured out upon the saints but rather upon the wicked (Rev. 9:20-21; Rev. 16). Saints have always been appointed to suffer great tribulations from the world (Jn. 16:33; I Pet. 4:12; Rev. 1:9 – “companion in tribulation”).

4. Matthew 24:36; “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”

    a. The Pretrib Argument: Since the Posttrib coming can be known when the 70th week begins this verse and all like it must be referring to another coming before the 70th week of Daniel, which is unknown. 

    b. The Posttrib Response: This verse when placed back into its context refers to the Posttrib coming of Christ. The preceding parable of “all the trees” teaches two primary lessons. (1) You cannot be watching for the coming of Christ unless you are watching for the focal point of that coming which are the preceding heralds; (2) None know the day or hous of His coming and cannot know it until His coming is announced by these heralds. 

    The point is that none know the time of the Posttrib coming apart from watching for its heralds. This is exactly what Jesus tells the disciples in Acts 1:6-7 when they ask if this is the time for the Kingdom coming of Christ when the kingdom is restored to Israel.

“…Lord, wilt thou at THIS TIME restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is NOT FOR YOU TO KNOW the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.” – Acts 1:6-7

    The exact time of the kingdom coming and the heralds that announce it are presently unknown to all but the Father. However, Jesus says that this time will be made known to those who are watching for the heralds of His coming. Matthew 24:33 tells them they can “KNOW” the time is near when the heralds begin to come to pass. But since these heralds have not occurred, none can know that day and hour but the Father (Matthew 24:36) until they “begin to come to pass.”  

5. Revelation 3:3; “…I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.”

    a. Pretrib Argument: The coming of a thief is unannounced without warning but the Posttrib coming is announced by preceding heralds. Therefore this text must refer to a pretrib coming that is imminent and unannounced.

    b. Posttrib Response: This metaphor is never used in scripture for those who are watching for His return. It is only used for those not watching and not ready for His return. The above verse is introduced by these words, “IF THEREFORE THOU SHALL NOT WATCH, I will come on thee as a thief…”

    Paul tells the church at Thessalonica:

“But ye brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief…therefore let us not sleep as others, but let us WATCH and be sober.” – I Thes. 5:4,6    

    The writer to the Hebrews tells them that they are able to “see that day approaching” (Heb. 10:25). Of course, only those WATCHING are able to see this day approaching. On the other hand, a so-called imminent coming cannot be seen approaching by anyone as it comes unannounced and without notice.

6. Daniel 9:24-27

    a. Pretrib Argument: The 70th week is the time of Jacob’s trouble. It is Jewish without mention of the church. Hence, the church has been removed.

   b. Posttrib Response: There is no mention of the church in the Old Testament simply because the church was a mystery (Eph. 3:1-8). However, the church will be present upon the earth “until the end of this age” (Mt. 28:20). Matthew speaks of only two ages (Mt.12), “this age” and “the age to come.” The age to come is called “the regeneration” and is the millennial reign that begins with the Posttrib coming of Christ. Hence, the church remains unto the end of this age, which terminates with the Posttrib coming of Christ. At the first coming of Christ the church was established and God turned His attention to the church and away from Israel. However, there was a 70-year transition period where both the church and Israel coexisted side by side until the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. Likewise, during the 70th week the church will coexist beside Israel in this transition period where God turns back to Israel.

7. Revelation 7 and the 144,000 Jews

     a. The Pretrib Argument: Nobody but these 144,000 are sealed in the tribulation period and God’s judgments are said to come upon all but those who are sealed. The church is not mentioned and therefore must be absent from this period or they too would be sealed.

   b. The Posttrib Response:  None of the saints that live and die during the 70th week are said to be “sealed” in the forehead. The reason is simple. God’s saints need no such sealing as they are not the objects of His wrath. God’s wrath is directed only toward the Antichrist and his servants (Rev. 9:20-21; 16:1-14,16-17) and the lost world. 

    The 144,000 are separated from the rest of the lost world and sealed by angels from PHYSICAL HARM. Why? Because they are the promised last days remnant that God will save at the coming of Christ (Rev. 1:7). 

    The immediate context makes this crystal clear. This sealing is mentioned after the contents of the sixth seal are first described. The exact time of the opening of the sixth seal is immediately AFTER the tribulation but BEFORE the day of the Lord. For example, the sixth seal describes the terrestrial and celestial signs that Joel 2:31 says will occur BEFORE the day of the Lord but Matthew 24:29 says will occur “IMMEDIATELY AFTER the tribulation of those days.” 

      Hence, the sixth seal can be precisely located after the Great Tribulation (5th seal) and just prior to the day o the Lord or the day He appears in heaven. The end of the sixth seal actually describes the reaction of those who are seeing the Lord revealed in heaven and about to descend  in wrath (Rev. 6:16).  

   (….5th seal………)     (.…6th Seal…..)  (……………..7th Seal……………....)

Great Tribulation…..Celestial signs….day of the Lord…Millennial reign

     It is precisely at this anticipated advent described in the end of the sixth seal (day of the Lord) when the Lord comes and every eye sees Him in the clouds that all Israel is saved (Rev. 1:7).  Hence, the sixth seal ends by asking the question, “Who shall be able to stand?” In answer to the question that closes chapter six (“who shall be able to stand”) two groups in chapter seven are presented that will be able to stand at the Lord’s arrival.  The 144,000 will be able to stand at the Posttrib arrival of Christ because they have been previously “sealed” or protected from PHYSICAL harm just prior to the trumpets and vials. God is separating these lost Jews from among the lost world because He intends to preserve them from physical harm and then save them precisely at the point of His coming which is being described at the end of the sixth seal. They are called “servants” not because they are saved when they are “sealed” but because at this point in the context they are actually saved (having been sealed earlier). There is no other literal description of Israel in the book of Revelation that fulfills Revelation 1:7.

    The next group which will be able to stand at His coming are those mentioned in Revelation 7:9-14. None of these are “sealed” in the forehead. The sealing is for LOST Jews in order to separate them from the rest of the lost world upon whom the trumpets and vials are poured out. The whole Pretrib myth of a special class of 144,000 evangelists during the tribulation is based purely upon the distortion of the immediate context and is without a shred of Scripture to support it.
