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Advanced Placement Chemistry is designed to be equivalent to a first year college-level course.  It is a rigorous, mathematically-based course that challenges students to think critically and analytically.   A college textbook is used and topics are covered in more depth with emphasis on mathematical formulation 
of principles.  Laboratory work and formal lab reports are an integral part of the course.   
Students are expected to be consistently self-directed in their study of the material and it is expected that students will spend at least five hours per week on home preparation.   
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The course provides instruction in each of the following five content areas: 

· Structure of Matter (Atomic theory and atomic structure, Chemical bonding) 

· States of Matter (Gases, Liquids and solids, Solutions) 

· Reactions (Reaction types, Stoichiometry, Equilibrium, Kinetics, Thermodynamics) 

· Descriptive Chemistry (Relationships in the periodic table) 

· Laboratory (Physical manipulations; Processes and procedures; Observations and data manipulation; Communication, group collaboration, and the laboratory report) 

Required Text:
Zumdahl, Steven and Zumdahl, Susan. Chemistry. Houghton Mifflin, 2006, 7th edition
Attendance:
Attendance in this class is extremely important since much of what occurs in class is hands-on and cannot be duplicated.  Missing even one day of chemistry weakens your foundation for other concepts in class that will build on that material.  AP chemistry students are routinely those students who are school leaders 

and have many involvements.  Plan ahead and make arrangements early to avoid missed assignments.  .
When you are absent is your responsibility to find out what you have missed and to make up any missed work promptly You have two days for every day you were out to officially make up the work, but students are encouraged to make up work as soon as possible to avoid falling behind.  If your absence is 

unexcused for any reason, you will not be able to make up any graded work that you missed.
Attendance on test days and lab days is especially important.  Testing procedures will be discussed in class.

Making up lab depends on the nature of the  particular lab.   Sometimes you will make an appointment to make it up the lab outside of class time; other times you may just be given the class data and tell you to complete the analysis. In any case, you will still be responsible for knowing the lab material.

Grades:  
Your grade in this class is assigned on a point system, based on total number of points possible during each semester grading period.  Your letter grade is based on the following percentages:

       90 - 100% = A
       80 - 89.9% = B      70 - 79.9% = C     58 - 69.9% =D     Below 58% = F

Approximately 50% of your grade is based on tests and quizzes, 30% on labs and 20% on homework 
and other assignments.  Minimal extra credit opportunities may be available during the semester.
You will earn points for lab reports, homework, small projects, quizzes, tests and participation.  You will receive points for your work based on accuracy, completeness, neatness and following directions.  I expect you to do your best work on all assignments and tests.    
Grades are always posted in the classroom and are updated often.  You will always know how you are doing in the class and should communicate your current grade with your parents often.  
Homework: 
To be successful in AP Chemistry, it is important to apply what you learn and to practice independently.  This goal can be achieved by completing homework.  You are encouraged to help each other with your 

work, but not to simply copy another’s work.  You must individually work and think to learn the skills 
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and information needed.  Minimal partial credit for late homework will be allowed.  

Since class time is limited, all required material cannot be covered during lectures in class. Students are responsible for all material assigned as textbook readings.  Students can expect to spend a minimum

 of five hours outside of class studying and completing assignments.
Tests and Quizzes:
Quizzes are given frequently to monitor progress and check for understanding.   Occasionally quizzes will be given unannounced.   Pre-laboratory quizzes may also be given in order to ensure that students come 

prepared to do the lab that day.  Testing procedures will be discussed in class.
Tests will be given after every unit and will consist of multiple-choice, free-response, and lab-based questions.  These exams are designed to familiarize you with the level of conceptual understanding and problem solving required in a college Chemistry course.  As the semester progresses, tests 

will be more cumulative and contain previous years AP Exam questions.  
There will be a cumulative final at the end of the fall semester and a comprehensive final in June that covers material from the entire school year.
Late Work:

Because of the importance of each homework assignment, daily homework can be completed late for 
minimal partial credit.  (It is of course best to do the assignments on time!)   Review assignments and 
homework packets are not accepted late under any circumstances.  
Labs will be accepted late for half credit due the following class period.  
Laboratory Requirements and Lab Safety:
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Due to limited time in class, there will be times when you will need to come early to class in the mornings to begin lab or to come in on your own time at lunch or after school to check experiment results or finish your lab.  Extended lab times are essential to our being able to complete our labs successfully.  
AP Chemistry offers many unique opportunities to do exciting lab activities.  Because the lab is

 a place for serious work, no goofing around or unsafe behavior of any kind will be


tolerated.  To maintain your privilege to participate in labs, you must be aware of and abide by the rules specified in our lab safety contract.  Safety is no accident! (Get it?)
LAYGA
Serious chemistry students  (especially those in AP Chemistry) will discover the practice we call “Learn As You Go Along” (LAYGA!) is essential to the learning process.  You cannot cram for AP CHEM!!!  
Classroom supplies: 
Required supplies for the class will help you be organized and successful in the class.  Notes are kept in an 
organized 8 ½ x 11 spiral notebook, labs write ups are completed in a special lab notebook.   Students 
must have a scientific calculator.  (Graphing calculators are not allowed on the tests!)  

You are required to have your supplies with you each day in order to successfully participate in class. See the supply list for the specific detail Specific details about the supplies are found on the supply list.  
Academic Honesty:  

Students are expected to behave responsibly and honestly.  The Edison Honor Code, as specified in your student handbook, applies at all times in this class and applies to every assignment that you turn in.   BOTH parties involved in any copying that occurs will be impacted.   Please read this section of 
your student handbook very carefully.  
Plagiarizing and copying on labs and homework or cheating on tests and quizzes will not be tolerated.  During tests and quizzes, it is the student’s responsibility to BE innocent and to LOOK innocent. Failure to do individual work on any assignment will result in a zero on that assignment. Be a trustworthy person!  Be an individual with integrity!!  
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If you need help in this class–please ASK!!   I am available during tutorials and many other times at lunch 

or after school by appointment.   If you are struggling, I expect you to let me know so that we can work together to help you improve.  Be sure to let me know when you are coming in so I will be available to help you.  There are many resources available to help you succeed in chemistry—but you must ask! 
Be proactive...seek help when you are struggling and get your questions answered right away.   

Falling behind in Chemistry is a dangerous practice!  Join a study group… use online resources… 

make flashcards… take advantage of group study sessions… just DON’T  GIVE UP!! 
AP Preparation & Review Sessions:
There will be regular evening review/study sessions and even some Saturday sessions available to help you learn the material, get your questions answered and prepare for the AP exam.   Dates and times for these study sessions will be announced and posted in class.  A practice AP test will be given on a Saturday before the AP exam.  

It is my expectation that everyone will take the AP exam on Tuesday, May 12th .  
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Homework assignments and other important and useful information about this class are available on
    my staff page on the school’s website (www.edisonchargers.com).     My own AP Chemistry 


websites is under construction—details are coming soon!
You can leave me a voicemail message at 962-1356 ext. 4425 or (better yet) contact me by e-mail at ballardehs@yahoo.com   E-mail is always the best way to reach me! 
[image: image9.wmf]Your current grade will always be available to you posted in class.  Parents or students can request a grade printout at any time, please just ask.   I urge you to communicate with me about your questions or concerns so we can work to resolve things right away!

Your success in Chemistry is really very important to me!  Let me know how I can help!

Miss Ballard               AP CHEMISTRY             EHS 08-09                            

SOCIAL CONTRACT

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS AND DISCIPLINE
As a student in this class you are expected to:

1) come to class on time*, prepared with the required materials; 

   
   *ON TIME means in your seat, ready to learn…with supplies out…when the bell rings.  

2) follow all lab safety procedures;

3) show respect for the property, feelings and ideas of others;

4) participate in classroom discussions and activities in a positive manner;

5) show respect for the supplies and materials in the classroom;

6) follow the rules and guidelines in the Edison High School Student Handbook*;

7) follow the EHS Academic Code of Honor at all times
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*Cell phones must be shut off and kept out of sight at all times in this classroom.  Cell phones

[image: image11.wmf]  used for [image: image12.wmf]any purpose during the class period will be given to supervision.  If there is a family        

  emergency, please contact the office or Miss Ballard personally.  Music players of any kind are 
  not to be used during class time and should be put away during the class period. 
You may expect me, as your teacher, to:

1) return your checked assignments promptly;

2) keep you informed of your progress in this class;

3) challenge you to do your best in an enjoyable learning environment;

4) be available outside of class time for any additional help you may need;

5) be fair, clear and consistent with my directions and expectations;
Consequences:
I expect all students to be respectful to each other, to the teacher and to the classroom environment.  All students will work to maintain a positive and safe learning environment. Each person is expected to take responsibility for his/her own actions.  If your behavior

Disrupts the learning process, the following disciplinary actions can result:

1) student/teacher conference




2) parent contact


3) possible detention (in class or administrative)





4) student behavior/attendance contract


5) possible referral.

Student Name __________________________________________________________Per. ____
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I have read the CLASS STANDARDS and the SOCIAL CONTRACT for Miss Ballard’s 
AP CHEMISTRY class.  I UNDERSTAND THE INFORMATION PRESENTED. 


    Student signature: _______________________________________________ Date: _______

Parent Name (Print)  ______________________________________________________________


   Parent signature: _______________________________________________ Date: _______

PARENT CONTACT INFORMATION:

*Parent Name: ___________________________________________________________

*Home (or cell) Phone:___________________________________________________________

*Please list an alternate daytime phone number (work or cell phone)  

  ______________________________________________________________________

Parent E-mail address: ______________________________________________________________

Is there another parent or guardian that can or should be contacted?  Please list any 

relevant contact or important information below:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

**Parents:  Please e-mail me at ballardehs@yahoo.com  as soon as possible so that I can build 
                  up my  address book.  Include your student’s name and class period as the 

      subject.  Thank-you!
 









