    SACRED HARP SINGING PROCEDURES

Find a seat on the side of the “hollow square” with other singers of your part:



                                ALTO



                                women, 

                                                    lower or middle-range voices



                   
           sings the 2nd staff

BASS






                          TREBLE

men,








     men and women,

lower-range voices                                                                     higher-range voices

sings the 4th (bottom) staff

                 
                          sings the1st (top) staff                                  

                                                                                                 (this is not a soprano melody line)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
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stands here,
[facing the tenors




                                                                      
                                                    TENOR

 




 men and women,






 middle or higher-range voices






 sings the 3rd staff






 this is the melody part 






 (not the conventional tenor harmony part)






 Experienced Tenors traditionally sit on the front row and 






 help in leading, often setting the pitch and tempo of the song

The singers will sing through each song first in shapes (except on long anthems), then with the words of the verses chosen by the song-leader. Repeats on the refrains are usually observed after the last verse only. Use the alliteration memory aid I have shown beneath the shape names, but 

don’t worry if you can’t get the shapes right away!  Here are the four shapes:  
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 FA                                SOL                                LA                                                             MI 
 =Flag (or Fa Fa away)           =circle (or Sol the Sun)            =L (two Ls make a square!)                 =diamond  (diamonds are for me)
THE MAJOR SCALE is shown here on the                  1          2        3        4        5        6         7        8                          

top set of notes, in the key of F:                                   FA       SOL     LA       FA      SOL     LA        MI       FA                 
THE MINOR SCALE is shown here on the              
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bottom set of notes, in the key of D:                             LA        MI       FA      SOL     LA        FA      SOL    LA 
For each major key there is a relative minor key, which is a step and a half lower on the staff than the major  (as shown here). The minor scale begins with LA, the sixth note in the major scale. The 6th degree of the minor scale is often raised a half-step in practice
And most importantly, enjoy this music and “let the words of Christ dwell in you richly in wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singings with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16) 
Visit  www.fasola.org for singings and resource guides. This page is listed, along with Lisa Grayson’s more detailed beginners guide.

For CDs: www.morningtrumpet.com or www.loudhymns.com , or see June Melton’s fasola.org link for streaming audios of several  singings.

Go Here for Lafayette/ Kokomo Sacred Harp Singers:  www.geocities.com/bahlergraber/index.htm
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