Name: __________________________                 Date: _________________

STANDARD USAGE

In order to improve your writing style and mature your technique, it is important to learn to use words properly. 
Review the following words that are so commonly misused.

Accept and Except: “Accept” means “to receive” something; “except” means to “exclude” 

something (leave something out).



Ex. Did the neighbour accept your excuse about his broken window?



All except the part about it being an accident.

Affect and Effect: “Affect” means “to influence”; “effect” is “the result of an action”.



Ex. Did the practice affect his piano playing at all?



The effect was astounding. 

Allusion and Illusion: “Allusion” means “the hinting” or “reference” to something; an “illusion” is 

something that deceives or misleads.



Ex. He alluded to the fact that he was planning a surprise party.



His feigned honesty was an illusion.

Emigrate and Immigrate: “Emigrate” means to move out from a country to settle elsewhere;

 “immigrate” means to come into a country to settle. 



Ex. My parents emigrated from the West Indies and settled in England.



We immigrated to Canada, in 1967.



Fewer and Less: “Fewer” is used when referring to the number of objects that can be counted. 

“Less” is used when referring to quantities that cannot be counted.



Ex. Joe has fewer friends than Jenny.



Joe is less friendly than Jenny.

Imply and Infer: The word “imply” means to suggest something without actually stating it. The 

word “infer” means to draw a conclusion from a remark or action.



Ex. He implied that he knew what was going on.



I inferred from his remark that he knew what was going on.

Respectfully and Respectively: “Respectfully” is used to mean “with respect”. “Respectively” 

means “in the order given”.



Ex. He answered his father respectfully.



Tyrone had a hamburger, a cheese burger, fries and a salad respectively.
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Regardless: The word “regardless” means “in spite of”. Never write “irregardless”; this is like 

using a double negative.



Ex. Regardless of the danger, he set to the task.

Use the following words in sentences.

(accept) _____________________________________________________

(except) _____________________________________________________

(affect) ______________________________________________________

(effect) ______________________________________________________

(allusion) _____________________________________________________

(illusion) _____________________________________________________

(emigrate) ____________________________________________________

(immigrate) ___________________________________________________

(fewer) ______________________________________________________

(less) _______________________________________________________

(imply) ______________________________________________________

(infer) _______________________________________________________

(respectfully) __________________________________________________

(respectively) __________________________________________________

(regardless) ___________________________________________________
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