Name: __________________________                 Date: _________________

PARAGRAPH  STYLES

Because there are different reasons for writing paragraphs, there are different styles to accommodate them. Chronological order is the style most frequently used when writing the steps to do something. 
Study the following paragraph.

How To Make My Favourite Scrambled Eggs

First, break two eggs into a bowl. Add four tablespoons of milk, and stir. Then, sprinkle a pinch of salt, black pepper, and cayenne pepper into the eggs. Place a pat of margarine in a frying pan, and heat it on the stove. Keep the burner at a medium heat to prevent the margarine from burning. Next, pour the egg mixture into the frying pan, and stir it gently. When the eggs are completely cooked, lay them on a plate beside toast.  Sprinkle a thin layer of grated cheese over the eggs, and enjoy.

Often the words “first”, “then”, “next”, or “lastly” are used to show the order of the steps. Choose one of the topics below, and write a paragraph in chronological order.

How to: 

polish a pair of shoes

iron a shirt

fly a kite

make a puppet

make a birdhouse 

change a tire
polish silver

use the Internet  


make candles






sew on a button
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When writing a paragraph that explains the “why” of something, the style usually used in order-of-importance. Some examples might be “why pitbulls do not make good pets”, or “why church is an important part of a Christian’s life”. Before you write a paragraph in the order-of-importance, plan it out.

Write a topic sentence that introduces an opinion that can be supported by stating “why”.



Ex. Home schooling is the best way for Christians to educate their children.

_________________________________________________________________________

List three or four reasons that support your topic sentence.

Ex. developing loyalties within the family; teach biblical truths; individualised 

       lessons

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Place your points in order from the least important (or least dynamic) to the most important. Then develop your paragraph, by writing sentences to explain each of your points. Write a summarising statement to conclude your paragraph.
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