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PHRASES AND CLAUSES

Phrases and clauses are groups of words that are added to sentences to make them more interesting. Phrases do not contain a verb, but clauses do. Both groups of words are used to give more information and to describe another word in the sentence.


Ex. A man (with a cane) walked (across the street).  – phrases



The man [who owned the mahogany cane] walked across the street.  – clause

The underlined groups of words in the following sentences are either phrases or clauses. Place parentheses ( ) around the phrases and brackets [ ] around the clauses.

1. A dog with a diamond studded collar wandered into the compound of the local dog pound.

2. The man who normally catches stray dogs in the area lives only three blocks from the pound.

3. He immediately recognised the dog, and called the elderly lady who lives next door to him.

4. The manager of the pound, who was a good friend of the owner’s son, allowed the dog to stay in one of the cages for the day.

5. The head dog catcher took the canine back to his neighbour, who was very grateful.

Write sentences with phrases and clauses. 
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When a phrase or clause introduces a sentence, it must be followed by a comma. Place commas in the following sentences. Try to remember all the places where commas belong.



Ex. Yes, the buds are popping out on the bushes and trees.



Perched on a low branch, the robin waited for some crumbs.

1. far off in the distance the sun began to rise.

2. Tired the soldiers rubbed their eyes and prepared for another day of mocking.

3. The giant came forward cupped his hands at the sides of his mouth and bellowed across the hills.

4. The Israelite soldiers knowing they could not go to battle with Goliath stood back and waited.

5. David a young boy who tended his father’s sheep approached the group of soldiers.

6. “What’s all the hollering about?” he asked.

7. “Hey” said one of David’s brothers. “What are you doing spying on us?”

8. David gave his brothers their lunch and inquired of some of the men about what was going on.

9. David knowing that God would fight this battle asked King Saul to let him face Goliath.

10. Refusing Saul’s armour David carried his sling and some stones out onto the 

battle field.

11. He swung his sling up over his head and let a stone fly toward the giant.

12. The stone directed by God’s hand hit Goliath on the head and Goliath fell down 

dead.

13. Taking Goliath’s own sword into his hands David stood over the giant’s dead 

body and chopped off the head.
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