Name: __________________________                 Date: _________________

FIXING CHOPPY SENTENCES

When you write a lot of short sentences together, your writing is said to be choppy. Short sentences can be joined together to form longer ones. Besides simply placing a conjunction between the sentences, one method is to make some sentences into clauses.      
Ex. The bell hangs in the tower. It rings every day at noon.

The bell hangs in the tower, and it rings every day at noon.

The bell which hangs in the tower, rings every day at noon.

Combine the following choppy sentences, using a comma and a conjunction.

1. The watermelon is red, plump and juicy. It tastes good.

_________________________________________________________

2. Fast foods are low in nutritional value. They are usually high in fats and fillers.

_________________________________________________________

3. The grapes were rinsed in the sink. They are drying on the counter.

_________________________________________________________

4. Josy has a basket. It is full of fruit.

_________________________________________________________

5. Grandmother made a stew. It is full of plump vegetables.

_________________________________________________________

6. The tomatoes are sitting on the windowsill. They are ripening.

_________________________________________________________
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Rewrite the following choppy sentences. Write one of each pair as a clause.

7. Nobody wanted the potato skins. They were discarded into the compost bin.

_________________________________________________________

8. Mother made a steak and kidney pie. It is cooling on the porch.

_________________________________________________________

9. The roast pig has an apple in its mouth. It was served at the BBQ.

_________________________________________________________

10. Fried chicken will be served for supper tonight. It is an old family recipe.

_________________________________________________________

Another method of combining sentences is to use a semi colon in the place of a conjunction.



Ex. Alfred put a worm on the hook, and Griffin cast the line into the water.



Alfred put a worm on the hook; Griffin cast the line into the water.

Combine, again, seven of the sentences in the previous lesson. Join some sentences with a comma and conjunction, and some with a semi colon.

1. _________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________

6. _________________________________________________________

7. _________________________________________________________
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