Name: __________________________                 Date: _________________

SUBJECT/VERB AGREEMENT

It is important to know which verb applies to each subject in your sentences, so that you can make them agree. Subject/verb agreement simply means that if the subject is singular, the verb must be singular. Likewise, if the subject is plural, the verb must also be plural.
Study the following subject/verb agreement rules.

Collective nouns: A collective noun may be singular or plural. When the word represents one 

entity (or unit), the noun is singular and must take a singular verb.

Ex. The group is coming at 4:00.

Courses of study: Words ending with “ics” that are courses of study are usually singular.

Ex. Mathematics is Jonathan’s favourite subject.

Word pairs: When a pair of words represents one unit, it is singular and takes a singular verb.

Ex. The horse and buggy is an old form of transportation.

Expressions of amounts: Amounts of money, time, measurement, or fractions may be either 

singular or plural. When the amount represents a single unit, it is singular.

Ex. Five thousand dollars is the price of the car.

Titles of works: The titles of works or organisations, even if they are plural in form, are singular.

Ex. Little Women is a novel written by Louisa May Alcott.

Apply the subject/verb agreement rules to the following sentences. Cross out the verbs that do not agree with their subjects.

1. Mother birds (fly, flies) into their nests and (feed, feeds) their young.

2. My mother and my teacher (is, are) Mrs. Stevens.

3. Fifty dollars (is, are) his change.

4. Horses (charges, charge) through the gates, as the soldiers (draw, draws) their

swords.

5. The jury (was, were) out for an hour.
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6. Physics (are, is) my worst subjects.  
7. His antics (does, do) not please his teacher.

8. A train (rolls, roll) down the track and the passengers (wave, waves) out the windows.

9. This table and chairs (is, are) on sale for $120.00.

10. General Motors (makes, make) cars.

11. Measles (is, are) a childhood disease.

12. Spaghetti and meatballs (are, is) my favourite meal.

13. The news (come, comes) on at 11:00.

14. The team (plays, play) well.

15. Peanut butter and jam (is, are) a nutritious sandwich.

16. Three quarters of the juice (is, are) spilled on the table.

17. Eighteen pages (is, are) the maximum length for my essay.

18. Eighteen pages (is, are) missing from my book.

19. Eggs and bacon (are, is) on the menu for breakfast.

20. The Zion Chronicles (is, are) a popular series, written for young adults.

Writing Assignment:

Write a paragraph on any topic of your choice. Make it about ten sentences long. Use phrases and clauses in your paragraph.

Vocabulary Assignment:

Use the word “balk” properly in a sentence.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary Assignment:

Use the word “depose” properly in a sentence.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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