Name: __________________________           Date: _________________

 

DOUBLE NEGATIVES         

 

Double negatives are when two negative words are used in the same sentence. “No”, “nothing”, “never”, and “none” are negative words, and should not be used with other negative words. “Hardly” and “scarcely” are also negative words; never use them with “not”. Sometimes “but” and “only” are negative; when so, they are not to be used with “not”.
Ex. I can’t hardly hear you. (non-standard)
I can hardly hear you. (standard)

We haven’t but three questions left to do. (non-standard) 

We have but three questions left to do. (standard)

 

Use each of the following negative words in a sentence.

 

not _______________________________________________________

never _____________________________________________________

none ______________________________________________________

nothing ____________________________________________________

no ________________________________________________________

but _______________________________________________________

only ______________________________________________________

hardly _____________________________________________________

scarcely ___________________________________________________
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Correct double negatives in the following sentences.

 

1.      I didn’t hardly know what to do.

 

________________________________________________________

2.    He doesn’t have no money left.

 

________________________________________________________

3.    We scarcely had no time to finish our homework.

 

________________________________________________________

4.    Mother hasn’t but three batches of cookies left to bake.

 

________________________________________________________

5.    I couldn’t hardly understand what he was saying.

 

________________________________________________________

6.    I never forget none of the phonics rules.

 

________________________________________________________

7.    Nothing’s never going to change.

 

________________________________________________________

8.    Albert’s never going to do nothing about his sloppy penmanship.

 

________________________________________________________
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