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COMPLETE SUBJECTS AND PREDICATES

 

The simple subject and all the words that go with it make up the complete subject. The verb and all the words that go with it make up the predicate. All sentences have a complete subject and a predicate.
Ex. The lumpy green frog jumped onto a lily pad. 

This sentence is about a frog. “Frog” is the simple subject. “The lumpy green” are words that describe “frog”. They go together with “frog” to form the complete subject.

 

Underline the complete subjects in the following sentences with one line.

 

1.      Farmer Joe has an apple orchard.

2.    Many thick-trunked, sturdy-looking apple trees stand in tidy rows.

3.    Many different kinds of apples grow in Farmer Joe’s orchard.

4.    Excited groups of children rushed to the orchard to pick apples.

5.    Rows of big wooden baskets lined the side of the roadway.

6.    The baskets were full of a variety of juicy apples.

7.    Many passers-by stopped to purchase some of Farmer Joe’s apples.

8.    A cool, sweet summer breeze blew softly over the farm.

9.    A very quiet and gently hum of insects could be heard all around us.

10.            Families from neighbouring farms came to buy Farmer Joe’s apples.

11. Farmer Joe let me take some home for helping him all day.

12.            Mother will make apple pie.
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Underline the predicates in the following sentences with two lines.

Ex. My hamster ran on his wheel all night.

“Ran” is the verb. The words “on his wheel all night” tell more about the action “ran”. They go together with “ran” to form the predicate.

1.      Crowds of men, women, and children gathered noisily in the park.

2.    Two teams of boys came eagerly to play baseball.

3.    Moms and dads seated themselves in plain view and prepared to cheer.

4.    Dust from the baseball diamond flew gaily into the air.

5.    Batter after energetic batter whacked the baseball across the field.

6.    Cheers from the excited crowd rang out at every homerun.

7.    The afternoon sun beat down mercilessly on the already hot players.

8.    The feet of the last runner sliding into home base, kicked a cloud of dust into the umpire’s face.

 

Match the following complete subjects with a predicate, so that the sentence will make sense.

 

My pet rabbit, Harvey,


dripped slowly over my fingers.

Mothers luscious pancakes


nibbled contentedly on a carrot.

My sister, the perfectionist,

clapped joyfully at the simple song.

Sweet and sticky ice cream


sizzled gently in the pan.

The adorable little baby


meticulously set the dinner table.
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