Name: __________________________                 Date: _________________

PRECISE WORDING

When becoming a more mature writer, it is necessary for you to learn to be specific. You will need to avoid general or abstract words, and choose precise, concrete words. Because they are vague, general and abstract words cause what is written to have various connotations for different readers.
Change the vague words in the following sentences to more exact words.

Ex. The cake smells good.

That cake smells scrumptious. 

1. The rose smells nice.___________________________________________

2. A big boy rode her little bike._____________________________________

3. What a nice day!______________________________________________

4. That toddler is bad.____________________________________________

5. This is a good ride.____________________________________________

6. She bought a nice dress.________________________________________

7. She is a good piano player.______________________________________

8. Allister is a good friend._________________________________________

9. Dudley is a bad singer.__________________________________________

10. My cousin drew a fine picture.____________________________________

Being specific, when you write, will help you to say exactly what you want to say, using the words that precisely get your thoughts across. 
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As  you practice this skill, you will need to expand your vocabulary. Two very useful tools you will need to use are a dictionary and a thesaurus.

Consider the following sentences using the word “rang”.

1. The noise of the bell rang in my ear.

2. I could hear the boat whistle as it rang across the sea.

3. The church bells rang out the years of Mary Bunyan’s life.

Now read the sentences with synonyms substituted for the word “rang”.

1. The noise of the bell resounded in my ear.

2. I could hear the boat whistle at it pealed across the sea.

3. The church bells tolled the years of Mary Bunyan’s life.

Look up the following words and find at least three synonyms for each. Then use those synonyms in sentences. Remember to use the proper tense or part of speech for each.

1. edge __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. top ___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. leaf __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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