Name: __________________________                 Date: _________________

IMPROVING YOUR VOCABULARY

Improving your vocabulary does not necessarily mean you are to study such long words as “antidisestablishmentarianism”. It can simply be learning to use less common meanings for otherwise common words.
Look up the definitions for the following words. Write sentences to demonstrate the meaning of each word.

Glib ________________________________________________________

Wane _______________________________________________________

Terse _______________________________________________________

Apt _________________________________________________________

Feign _______________________________________________________

Curt ________________________________________________________

Adept _______________________________________________________

Awe ________________________________________________________

Waive _______________________________________________________

Crass _______________________________________________________

Trite ________________________________________________________

Awry _______________________________________________________
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It is possible to figure out the meaning of a word by studying the context in which it is being used. Read the following sentences, and by using context clues, give a definition for each underlined word.

1. The somnambulist went to the fridge without waking up.

___________________________________________________________

2. Smoking is injurious to one’s health. ________________________________

3. When Ruby went to Rome, she had a guide who translated her English expressions into the vernacular.

___________________________________________________________

4. Peter’s cold made all of his food taste insipid.__________________________

5. Uncle Greg laboriously worked past the point of frustration on the plumbing job.

___________________________________________________________

6. If the prisoners won’t come willingly, impel them.________________________

7. The lizard acclimated its body to accommodate the changing environment.

___________________________________________________________

8. Arthur’s dubious manner caused him to disregard his teacher’s words, and look up the facts for himself.

___________________________________________________________

9. Lisa regarded the ornate jewellery box, and admired its highly decorative design.

___________________________________________________________
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