Name: __________________________                 Date: _________________

VARYING SENTENCE STYLES

Once you have mastered the adding of descriptive words, phrases, and clauses, you will need to vary the style of your sentences. This simply means to change the order in which you write the parts of your sentences. If you are accustomed to starting with the subject, try starting with a phrase, a clause, or a single word modifier.
Study the following sentences.

1. Start with an adjective:

A weary, grey-haired, old man shuffled painstakingly down the street.

2. Start with the subject:

A man, old, weary, and grey-haired, shuffled painstakingly down the street.

3. Start with a participle:

Shuffling, an old, grey-haired man painstakingly made his way down the street.

4. Start with a participle phrase:

Shuffling from old age, a grey-haired man painstakingly made his way down the street.

5. Start with a prepositional phrase:

With a painstaking shuffle, an old, grey-haired man walked wearily down the street.

Rewrite the following sentence, using three different styles.

The rain was dripping through the ceiling.

1. ______________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Take the sentences you wrote on page 13, and rewrite them using three different styles.

1. ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Writing Assignment:

Write another paragraph about an event. Use precise adjectives, adverbs, descriptive phrases and clauses. Don’t forget to vary your sentence styles.
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