Name: __________________________                 Date: _________________

MODIFIERS

Descriptive words, phrases and clauses are called modifiers. One of the problems young writers have is “dangling” or “misplacing” their modifiers, causing the meanings of sentences to be unclear. A dangling modifier describes a word that is not written in the sentence. A misplaced modifier describes a word that is written so far away from its description, that the sense of the sentence is vague.


Ex. Preoccupied with my thoughts, my mother called me to the supper table.

In this sentence, the modifier is “dangling”. It sounds as if the mother was preoccupied with thoughts. The sentence could have been written like this: Preoccupied with my thoughts, I was startled when my mother called me to the supper table.



Ex. Panting for a morsel my Aunt slipped Rover another piece of meat. In this sentence, the modifier is “misplaced”. It sounds as if the Aunt is doing the panting. The sentence could have been written like this: Panting for a morsel, Rover was slipped another piece of meat by my Aunt.

Fix the dangling and misplaced modifiers in the following sentences. Make sure you place a comma after any phrases or clauses that introduce a sentence.

1. Drinking thirstily from the bird bath I watched a robin from my window.

_________________________________________________________________________

2. The train fascinated my brother chugging along the track.  

_________________________________________________________________________

3. Alarmed by the siren the policeman pulled me over.          

_________________________________________________________________________

4. Seeing the difference in painting styles the money was wisely spent. 

_________________________________________________________________________

5. Father took a picture of a giraffe pointing his camera away from the sun.

_________________________________________________________________________
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6. After rolling in the sugar and cinnamon mixture Mother placed the cookies in the 

oven.

_________________________________________________________________________

7. Father took the monkey’s picture while hanging upside down.            

_________________________________________________________________________

8. A sparrow greeted the morning as the sun came up with a song.

_________________________________________________________________________

9. Nervously stuttering while reading, my teacher walked by my desk.

_________________________________________________________________________

10. Laughing hysterically, the popcorn hit the ceiling.

_________________________________________________________________________

11. Ringing loudly, the children stopped playing at the sound of the bell.

_________________________________________________________________________

12. My sister’s sneeze reached the door while sitting on the bed.

_________________________________________________________________________

13. Nibbling on my last cookie, the train left as I waved to my cousin.

_________________________________________________________________________

14. Jesus preached to the crowd standing in a boat.

_________________________________________________________________________

15. Swooping down from its perch, a worm was tugged out of the lawn.

_________________________________________________________________________

16. I pet my cat in the kitchen lapping milk from a bowl.

_________________________________________________________________________
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