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“Shot Dead – How Colt was done in.” that was the title of an article from the National Review. As anti-gun lawsuits against Colt stack up, the company begins to go under. It’s such a shame really, a large contrast from the greatness it used to have. Colt has been the largest name in American arms since the Wild West. Sam Colt, the founder of Colt, invented the revolver as a successor of the then current pistol design only capable of loading only one round into the muzzle of the gun. The revolver quickly became extremely popular for obvious reasons, and Colt flourished as a gun manufacturer.


Colt has been the most popular western arms manufacturer for centuries for many reasons. Being the first to manufacture a pistol capable of firing six rounds between loading, it beat the competition in all aspects of gun performance. The gun itself was of a sturdy build, able to take more abuse than custom made guns of the day. A loading lever was added to this revolver for quick repacking of gunpowder and ammunition, for example, as well as many other features and improvements that combined with a low price, and interchangeable parts made this an extremely cost effective yet superbly crafted pistol. 

Shortly after the days of black powder and iron rounds, Colt won another battle of consumer appeal by producing the Single Action Army line of revolvers, also known as the Peacemaker, in 1860. Utilizing metallic-cartridge encased rounds and countless additions and improvements to the original revolver design, Colt had once again beat back the competition which had quickly begun to model Colt style pistols under their own various manufacturing labels, which prompted Colt in giving itself the slogan of “If it isn’t a Colt, it’s just a copy.™” (www.Colt.com) This new pistol was of a lighter weight material than other pistols of the time, fired more accurately, faster, and had many, many aesthetic accessories available.

Reading this, one would think that Colt won its fame for merely being an innovator, but that was only half of the picture. Colt arms have always been renowned for their quality, which resulted in high accuracy, minimal required maintenance, and high durability. Moving more along the innovative side of Colt, we visit the infamous Colt1911 semi-auto pistol. Used since World War One and even till today, this pistol easily lives up to the fame of its predecessor the Colt SAA Peacemaker as once again being the most famous pistol, of its type, of all time.

The Colt1911 once again featured the renowned attention to quality and durability which has made Colt the arms manufacturer it is, as well as a host of other features not commonly combined in one single pistol. The pistol itself is able to hold an average of seven rounds in one single-stacked magazine in a variety of calibers, the most famous as well as the most popular being the .45acp variety. A thumb safety as well as a grip safety is incorporated into the gun to prevent accidental firing of the pistol due to the necessity of a full grip of the gun in order to fire it. A short trigger pull is accommodated by a sliding trigger instead of a swinging trigger, which if used correctly promotes more steady an aim while rapid firing, which is needed in the case of self-defense and law enforcement. Like its predecessors, this pistol is very light, easy to wield, yet carries huge amounts of stopping power due to its rather large caliber. 


While Colt has also been making extremely popular rifles, such as the M4 and M16 series’, since before World War One, the manufacture of its pistols has become a timeless tradition, as new hobby seekers and classic pistol enthusiasts to even modern day military personnel and elite covert task force units still look upon the Colt name for a reliable, accurate, and powerful, yet sleek, light, and often stylish sidearm to compliment their own personal collections. Unfortunately, these pistols are what cause the bulk of Colt’s problems.


As US law states, a person must be eighteen years of age to legally own a gun, but, if that gun is a pistol, that person must be at least twenty-one (spoken on the behalf of California residents). The reason for this particular regulation is because of the fact that pistols are more dangerous than rifles and shotguns, not because they are more powerful, but really because they are concealable and more easily mishandled than other longer arms. Because pistols are easily concealable, they have become a favorite among the FBI for self-defense, as well as for “concealed carry” police and military units, however, for the same reasons they have also become a favorite for criminals. 

Anti-gun activists have been attacking the ownership rights of gun buyers and especially pistol owners for quite some time now, because of the dangers of having guns in possession of the common resident, however, in a fairly recent turn of events, Colt has been targeted heavily and almost exclusively by these activists. The reasoning for this varies from person to person and opinion to opinion. Source by source, the speculations change as to why they are targeted first, is it because they were too outspoken?

WHEN a senior executive from Colt's Manufacturing stood beside Pat Schroeder and other Democratic members of Congress… …The press tossed hosannas to everybody as it described a wonderful future in which all guns would be "smart"-i.e., inoperable by unauthorized users… …Nearly four years later, there's still no smart gun-and there has been a major gun death, of sorts: Colt itself. The company-which has sold more than 30 million firearms since 1836… …announced in October that it would quit making almost all of its civilian handguns. It had become a casualty of antigun lawsuits… …Donald E. Zilkha, the owner of the Connecticut- based company, grumbled in a letter to the Hartford Courant, "In spite of our every effort at reasonableness and cooperation, the state continues to make it difficult for us to conduct business and, in fact, is threatening to sue us." -National Review

Colt was the first gun company to really work towards a Smart Gun, but they’re also suffering the consequences of being in the spotlight, or so it may seem. It would make some sense to say Colt is being attacked partly because of its huge name. Maybe anti-gun activists want to make an example out of this gun manufacturing giant.

So that's what Colt got for trying to reach an accommodation with its enemies. One more litigant-the state of Connecticut-would hardly have mattered; more than two dozen cities and counties were already targeting the company when it decided to cease most of its handgun production. And they gloated when Colt made its announcement. "That is just the beginning," said Chicago mayor Richard Daley. "This has been a multimillion-dollar corporation that has [inflicted] a lot of havoc, a lot of death and injuries in America and throughout the world." - National Review

But, upon reading on, a good point was made:

An astonishing statement, that. Colt isn't some fly-by-night maker of cheap Saturday-night specials-it's a part of American history. There's an old saying, often repeated by the company's admirers: "Abe Lincoln may have freed all men, but Sam Colt made them equal." - National Review

The fact is, Colt could very well be exactly what the mayor of Chicago (Richard Daley at the time) said, and that is a, “multimillion-dollar corporation that has [inflicted] a lot of havoc, death, and injuries in America and throughout the world,” but in the same right, Colt isn’t some cheap gun manufacturer that provides easily accessible weapons to anyone, they are a well-respected high quality gun-manufacturing company.


I personally have a deep fondness for Colt brand firearms; they’ve always been my favorite for many reasons. Among those reasons is the fact that Colt is the all American gun company, it always has been and always will be. Colt firearms are a part of our culture; they won the West, they’ve brought us through World War One and Two, and even today’s GI’s carry Colts as a main and side arm. It’s such a shame to see lawsuits cripple a company so quickly, but was it really all the fault of the evil right winged activists at work here?

Donald Zilkha, the scion of a Middle East banking family who bought the flagging Colt Manufacturing Company, blames a proliferation of lawsuits for bringing down the legendary gunmaker to the brink of bankruptcy. But interviews with current and former executives at Colt shows Colt's management, outsiders to the gun industry, didn't understand that the street handguns that made them uncomfortable were also the only guns keeping the industry afloat. -Newsweek
There was my answer.


In fact, much of the reason the company went under was because of poor management. The company was unorganized and had poor market analysis, and that ate the company slowly from the inside out. The board that ran Colt often sided with their own interest rather than that of the company’s. Avoiding involvement in handgun manufacture for civilians meant they could theoretically avoid more litigation for unleashing deadly weapons onto the street, though it’s not quite a simple enough situation to just leave it explained as is and be done with it.


Most of Colt’s revenue came from the sale of consumer firearms, but that’s also where the majority of lawsuits spawned. The cost of defense for the lawsuits dramatically cut Colt’s total profit, but at least they would still get some revenue from standard consumer gun sales rather than nearly none if they withdrew from the standard pistol market, but these constant lawsuits would still take their toll if not only monetarily, but also by bad public relations. Who wants to buy a pistol for sport and be labeled one who wields a weapon who’s responsible for the deaths of hundreds of thousands? 


On the more radical side, Colt actually had plans for a new line of inexpensive 9mm pistols for sale to the average consumer, but has recently had reservations to actually manufacturing it. If they manufacture that pistol, revenues will definitely go up as people who were not previously able to buy something with the name and quality associated with Colt, would now be able to purchase a more economical alternative to a 1911 based model, and law enforcement would have a new weapon at their disposal to aid incase they ever got into gun fights, but unfortunately, things would probably take a turn for the worse if that pistol were to really be manufactured.

This new 9mm pistol, if bought by consumers, would raise many hard to answer questions. Probably the toughest to answer is, “So, who is really buying these pistols?” The answer wouldn’t be, “Gun enthusiasts,” or, “Target shooters.” The answer would more than likely go along the lines of what Bill Keys (one of the board members of Colt) had to say, “The guy, in my opinion, who was buying that gun was buying it for the wrong reason.” –Bill Keys

Would law enforcers buy this pistol? I doubt it. The police, FBI, and many other law enforcement agencies all use Glock pistols for all their 9mm needs. They’re light, fairly accurate, can hold a good amount of ammunition for the space provided, rugged and can take a beating, and most of all, very inexpensive. The average colt pistol runs for about $800 - $1000, while the average Glock runs for $400 - $600. Colts generally run for almost twice the price as a Glock, who in their right mind would switch over just because of a name if they were on a budget and didn’t really care to begin with?

To make a long story short, there are no easy answers to this. It’s a huge shame to see Colt fall victim to litigation because it’s always been a part of American history, but there are those who think history should be rewritten if possible, but since it isn’t, they pick on Colt. If I could change history, I would have let Colt research that Smart Gun technology with their money instead of insisted they waste it on legal defense against unneeded litigation, but I can’t, so I chose instead to write about it in a research paper to get a grade.
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