
Throughout the novel Beloved we never truly find out who Beloved herself s. Sethe originally thinks that she is just young woman, who possibly lived a life of captivity in slavery, that found her way to Sethe’s door, however, as the book progresses, many occurrences testify otherwise. Beloved starts out as a character shrouded heavily in mystery, with clues about her past and where she came from. She knew too many things, like about Sethe’s earrings, just to be anyone that came along seeking shelter, and too many occurrences, like Sethe’s feeling of her water breaking as Beloved emerged from water, point to a greater significance to Beloved other than just being a new character. Rather than just being a new character in the book, I feel she’s in fact the embodiment of Sethe’s dead child whom she also refers to as Beloved. She’s the age Beloved would be had she survived her mother’s attack, she knows many things and acts in ways that make her presence more significant than that of just a visitor, and she seems much more powerful mentally and emotionally than she would have been if she truly was just anyone.

