
Persons with ASD may be prone to wandering.  They may be attracted to water sources, roadways 
or peer into or enter dwellings. 
 
TIPS FOR INTERACTIONS WITH PERSONS WITH AUTISM 
 
• Display calming body language; give person extra personal space 
• Use simple language 
• Speak slowly, repeat and rephrase questions 
• Use concrete terms and ideas; avoid use of slang 
• Allow extra time for response 
• Give praise and encouragement 
• Exercise caution during restraint 
• Person may have seizure disorders and/or low muscle tone 
• Given time and space, person may deescalate their behaviour 
• Seek advice from others on the scene who know the person with autism 
 
If in police custody, alert all officers of diagnosis.  Consider isolation, as person with autism could 
be at risk in general prison population.  REMEMBER: Each individual with autism is unique and 
may act or react differently.  PLEASE contact a professional who is familiar with autism. 
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