


























The Story of the Sunrise Lodge Gavels.





Mr. Merritt Warner was one of the early acquaintances of my life and a close personal friend of my Father.  He was a building contractor and maintained a woodworking shop near my home.  He became a Master Mason about the time I became acquainted with him and later became Worshipful Master of King David Lodge No. 179 at Elmore, Minnesota.  Mr. Warner was an exceptionally skilled cabinet maker.  As a hobby, he made violins, some of which had unusually fine tone qualities.  Through Fritz Kreisler, a British violinist (I do not remember his name), heard of Mr. Warner's violins and came to Elmore to see and play them.  The outcome of the visit was that Mr. Warner gave him a violin.





The British violinist was a Master Mason as were many of his ancestors.  One of his ancestors removed an oak newell post from the first Masonic Temple of London just prior to its destruction.  According to Encyclopedia Britanica the temple was wrecked in an effort to halt the fire which started on September 3, 1666, and destroyed much of the city.  In gratitude the British violinist sent Mr. Warner the newell post.  Part of the post was used to make gavels for the lodge at home.  Two of the gavels which he made are still in use but the third has been misplaced or lost in moving.





This is the story, as I remember it, which Mr. Warner told me while on a fishing trip to Leech Lake in the summer of 1928.  We were fishing near an island, were caught by a storm and had to remain on the island over night.  He met his death about 1933 in an accident with a deer rifle.  I realize today the probable reason why he told me this story.  I was not then, and had made no effort to become a Mason.




















In the Fall of 1957, I informed my father, Mr. John Beck, that I had been accepted as an Entered Apprentice by Sunrise Lodge No. 130.  In our conversation the story of the gavels came up.  We both heard the story from Mr. Warner but neither knew the other had heard it.





At Christmas time 1957, while home, we asked for and obtained permission to look for the remainder of the newell post.  We found what appeared to be a short piece of oak newell post fastened to the rafter tie of the building Warner used for a shop.  We were able to think of no reason for saving such a piece if not for its historical value.  Someone went to considerable pains to put the block of oak in the place where we found it.  The building has been cleaned out and moved once and possibly twice since Mr. Warner's death.  The block of wood had evidently been overlooked - probably because it was in such an unusual place.





Several facts lead us to think we found the remainder of the oak newell post given to Mr. Warner.  First we agree that Warner was not the kind of person who would destroy the remainder of the post but would put it in some such place as that in which we found it.  The block had been there for many years as evidenced by its extremely heavy coating of dust.  The finish on part of the block was unlike any of the present day wood finishes that we know of.  It appeared to be very similar to the Liege or French finish which came into use about 1600.  Another evidence of its age was its extreme hardness.  Markings on the block appeared to be writing but we were unable to read it.  The United States Forest Products Laboratory failed to identify it as one of our native oaks.  They identified it only as belonging to the white oak group which is found generally distributed throughout the world, including England.





From the block of oak we have made three gavel heads.  They are in the shape of the stone mason's hammer which has been unchanged at least since King Solomon's days.  There was not enough wood for three handles.  According to the Encyclopedia of Free Masonry by Albert G. MacKey the olive and fir boards of the door to King Solomon's Temple were fastened together by The Builder with pegs of shitim or acacia wood.  This wood was chosen because of its enduring quality and its toughness.  These qualities seemed desirable in a gavel handle.  The Liege finish is still one of the most durable wood finishes and seemed appropriate for our use here.





Relatively little of the foregoing can be proven beyond doubt.  All of the people who may have substantiated the story have passed away with the exception of my Father.  Much of the foregoing is from memory which certainly may be inaccurate after 30 years.  However, we think we found the remainder of the newell post given to Mr. Warner.  We think we have the story essentially correct. Whereas proof today is not possible, we offer these gavels to Sunrise Lodge No. 130 simply as three new gavels with heads of oak, handles of acacia and with a Liege finish.





					SIGNED:





				John M. Beck





				Lyle D. Beck








[The foregoing, except the Title line, is a faithful transcription of the original document which is in the archives of Sunrise Lodge #130.  The Gavels are still in constant use in 1996.  Mr. Lyle Beck is an Honorary Past Master of the Lodge, and still participates in its activities.  C.C.]


