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An Introductory Message on Behalf of the Master of Your Lodge

I am happy to inform you of your unanimous election to receive the Masonic degrees at a meeting of our Lodge. You may have wondered at the length of time which has elapsed since you filed your petition seeking this membership. There has been a reason for this, and I think you will find it rather gratifying.

Let us review briefly the steps thus far taken with respect to your petition: First of all, you asked two of your friends, members of this Lodge to sponsor your petition, to recommend you as worthy of admission to Masonry. Second, you were called upon by three members of an Investigating Committee, and they asked you searching questions, some of which you may have thought came close to being impertinent. Third, each member of that committee presented to the Lodge a written report of his interview, including such information about you as he may have gleaned  from other sources Had any member of the lodge raised an objection to your admission (orally or in writing to the Master or to the Lodge) your petition would have been rejected.

You were unanimously elected, so you have already passed more tests than you perhaps realized. This was not merely something achieved in the interval between the submission of your petition and its final acceptance Your whole life, your reputation, the manner in which you have conducted yourself in your daily vocation, in your community and civic life, and in the intimacy of your family circle, your relationship with your church – all these have played a part in influencing the decision made by the men who are soon to be your brethren. See to it that your future conduct affirms the wisdom of our decision.

This information has been prepared by a committee of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, known as the Committee on Masonic Research and Education, and I am happy to send it to you. It is designed to help you approach the so-called “mysteries of the fraternity” in the proper frame of mind, so you may get the utmost from the experience soon to be yours, and so that you may better understand the honor which is about to be conferred on you. I hope you will read it with deep sincerity and earnestness. I think, too, that it might be well if you ask your wife to read it; after all, if she is to share you with your Masonic Lodge, she should be permitted this perspective point of view. There is nothing secret in this information.

One of the definitions of the word, "Light" is "mental or spiritual illumination or enlightenment." You will hear much of this word. I anticipate for you real inspiration in your quest!

It will be the duty of your Counselor, a member from your Lodge, to be helpful to you in every possible way as you go through the degrees.

Your Quest for Masonic Light

"How shall I prepare myself for Masonry?"

Probably every man who has been elected to be made a Mason has asked this same question. It is a proper one for you to ask.

The path you will follow in your initiatory degrees will be identical with that trod by every other Mason. You will be asked the same questions. You will be required to take the same vows. Likewise, you will be accorded the same honors. Whatever you do experience, be assured that every Master Mason has experienced it before you.

Freemasonry traces the derivation of many of its basic teachings and traditions back to an age where they are lost in impenetrable antiquity. Parts of your obligations may seem strange to you, because of their ancient origin.

As an organization of good men and true, there is a well‑defined line directly connecting Masonry with the Operative Masons or Guilds, who built the great churches of England, the antecedents of whom were the Cathedral Builders of the middle ages.

Speculative Masonry, as we now know it, had its revival in England in the early part of the 18th Century. From this time dates Freemasonry in its present form.

We tell you these things so that you may better understand the reason for that which is soon to be unfolded to you. For Masonry is a great philosophic system of morality, or ethics, interpreted through allegory and by the use of ancient symbols.

Better defined, Masonry is a fellowship of men of like minds in their search for Truth, each working to aid the other in his efforts to attain finite perfection within himself and in every phase of his personal environment.

Your first step toward becoming a member of this Fraternity was to ask a friend for a petition, and he vouched for you as being a person not prompted in this action by mercenary motives or by the improper influence of others.

You asked this friend to whom you turned, to carry your petition to his Lodge. In other words, you requested him to introduce you into the intimacy of what has been to him a happy and cherished fellowship. In so doing, you implied that you hoped to be admitted into this circle and similarly enjoy the brotherhood of such association.

You promised to conform to the established usages and conventions of the Fraternity.

You stated your desire for knowledge.

You indicated your interest in better serving those you touch in your every walk of life.

But most important of all, you expressed your steadfast belief in God, for no atheist can be made a Mason.

Masonry defines God as the Supreme Architect of the Universe, the Supreme Being, Creator and Governor of all. The reason for such an impersonal term is that Masonry encircles the world, drawing no line between religions but uniting men of all faiths, so long as they believe in a Supreme Being. In this and many other countries men worship God, and the Holy Bible is regarded as the Book of the Law, being found on every Masonic altar at every meeting. But in many parts of the world, allegiance is to a Being called by some other name, such as Allah, or Brahma; and the Book of the Law may be the Koran or the Vedas. Thus Masonry, while not itself a religion, and though it demands a belief in a Supreme Being, recognizes the universal right of men to their own spiritual beliefs.

All this – the confidence you reposed in your friend, the fact that a firm belief in God is the very foundation upon which Masonry rests, the solemnity of this especial relationship between respected and reputable men whom you know in your daily life – all must have suggested to you that Freemasonry is not just another club of good fellows, an organization to be joined for the purpose of obtaining special privileges.

To a Mason, his Lodge is his Masonic home.

You will find that Masonry is dignified and inspirational in its manifestation to you who will soon knock at the inner door of the Lodge. It should, and will, play a vital part in all your future life, if you will but open your heart and mind, and let it.

Well‑meaning, but thoughtless, friends may have suggested that there is contained within your initiatory work some phase which you will find embarrassing. You may have been regaled with stories of "riding the goat," and similar practical joking at the expense of the candidate.

Have no fear! There is nothing in a Master Mason's Lodge which does not have a direct bearing upon the lessons to be unfolded for your instruction. There is no mental or physical anguish awaiting you; no levity; no horseplay; and no embarrassment.

Put all thought of this from your mind. Be alert to all that happens as you progress upon your way. Remember that you have entrusted yourself to friends – friends in whom you can place the utmost trust and confidence.

Bear in mind that the role you portray as an aspirant is the identical role every Mason has played since time immemorial. Your experiences have been theirs, and theirs will be yours.

Lustration, or the washing with water, was a rite practiced by our ancient Brethren, before any act of devotion. It symbolized the dissolution of past error and transgression, in preparation for the beginning of a new life phase.

As you bathe, cleansing your body before you come to your initiation, think of the laving water as a symbol of such purification. Put on your freshest linen. Come as a suppliant.

But come also with supreme confidence of intention. Before you take one further step, you should know that Masonry has no place for the irresolute, the timid, or the craven. Be certain that you have determination to attain your quest for light, and more light as you progress.

Search your heart before you go to your investiture. Is there aught of hate, envy, meanness of spirit there? If so, do all that lies within your power to be rid of it. If you have any misunderstanding with any man which can be corrected, do what you can to set this aright before you enter the Lodge.

If you are guilty of transgression or misdeed, make a sincere effort to amend it before you knock at the door of the Lodge.

Do not be ashamed to have a quiet period in the privacy of your own room, before you leave home. In your own way, ask God's blessing on this undertaking into which you are about to enter. Thank Him for this privilege which is Yours – a free man in a free land. Ask that He may grant you understanding and perception, that in your new association you may experience a true rebirth of all those high ideals, which mark a good man and a useful citizen.

If you will so approach Freemasonry, you will find it everything that you have anticipated – and more.

We welcome you, Brother‑soon‑to‑be, as you begin your Masonic journey, and promise that you will recall this step in years to come with ever increasing gratitude and satisfaction.

Some Background for an Aspirant

How Old Is Masonry?
This question cannot be definitely  answered. For Masonry was not created at a given moment, or even in a single day, month, or year. Its distant origins, the actual begin​nings of our Craft, are veiled in the mists of antiquity.
We find striking similarities in the Solar Mysteries of Egypt, which it is believed may have been evolved as early as the year 2000 B.C. Pythagoras, Plutarch, Plato, and Pindar were among the initiates into the Greater Mysteries, which were the repository of the highest then known "se​crets" of astronomy, geometry, religion, the fine arts and the laws of nature. Centuries later, the Roman Collegia emerged; these were small, local groups of artisans –  goldsmiths, dyers, builders, potters, and others. They acted upon petitions for membership, received members through initiation, had rooms like those of present day fraternities, divided the membership into grades, had a common table, had a charity fund, used passwords, grips, tokens, and symbols. Each group was self‑governing. Some were religious (often pagan) in nature; others were socially inclined, while still others were mostly concerned with their particu​lar trade or profession.

The Guilds
About the third century A.D., there began a series of incursions of warlike tribes from east of Europe, which finally overran the Roman empire and destroyed the civilization of the time. For more than seven centuries the so‑called Dark Ages ensued. Then Europe began gradually to re‑erect its civilization, and one of the first features of this process was the development and training of craftsmen of all kinds. Later these craftsmen formed societies called "guilds," comprising the men in a particular locality who performed a definite and specific type of work or service. These were much like the old Collegia, though there seems to have been no connection between the two. Most of them had carefully guarded secrets, which members were bound not to reveal to non‑members. (It is to be remembered that printing had not yet been invented, and only a relatively few people outside the clergy could read or write; therefore much of the practical knowledge and also of the learning of that day reposed within the crafts as trade secrets, and were handed down by word of mouth.)

Masons

Most of these artisans seldom went more than a day's journey away from home. However, this was not true of the stone masons. Their work con​sisted largely of the erection of cathedrals, castles, and other large structures, many of which required many years, sometimes cen​turies, to complete. Local guilds were not equipped either in numbers or in skills to perform this type of work, and the Masonic craft of necessity became migratory. The employer, (often times the Church or the Crown) would select a Master of the Work, and he would arrange for the traveling of the various groups of workmen from their previous jobs to the site of the new work. There, after providing for their homes or barracks, they would construct a workshop which would be used also for rest, refreshment, and relaxation; this was called a Lodge, and this word also designated the organized body of workmen who used the building.

Freemasons
Any type of builder was called a Mason, and the craft as a whole was called Masonry. It included quarrymen, wallers, hewers, slaters, tilers, rough masons, cutters, plasterers, carpen​ters, and all others who worked upon the Structure. At the head of the project were those who today would be called architects or engineers; they understood engineering and geometry as the result of long and arduous training, and many were proficient in a number of the "arts" connected with the building trade, such as carving and sculpturing, the making of stained glass windows, mosaics and other highly special​ized skills. They were called "Freemasons," perhaps because they were free to move from place to place as they might desire, whereas the lesser workmen were generally serfs, and could travel only at the pleasure of their masters.

Masters

The guilds divided their members into apprentices, fellows, and mas​ters. The 
former were lads in their teens who were indentured to skilled workmen for training – commonly for seven years. When they were able to demonstrate suffi​cient skill and ability, they were advanced to full membership, and were known as "Fellows." If, later, they exhibited excep​tional skill, administrative ability, and qualities of leadership, they became "Mas​ters

Our Lineage


Now, there are Masons, some of them eminent, who have at​tempted to trace the lineage of Masonry, as one would trace his ancestry, back through the guilds and the Roman Collegia, even to the Ancient Mysteries, and they present substantial evidence in support of their hypothesis. But while their evidence is cer​tainly plausible, some of it even credible, there are links in the chain of proof which remain hypothetical. For while studies of ancient peoples show that their religions, philosophies,
social systems, folk thought and folk ways all had much in common, (and they do disclose arresting resemblances to certain superficial aspects of Freemasonry), nevertheless the line of des​cent is far from clear, and rests upon legen​dary lore, rather than upon history. It is, however, true that present day Masonry is the heritor of all that was good in the organizations which preceded it, and its ritual clearly reflects that ancestry.

Operative and Speculative Masonry

The Masons of those days were actually builders, and their trade secrets were hand​ed down  from mouth to mouth, as has been said. This was true not only as to the proper way to do things, but it was also true of a philoso​phy based upon the tools they used, traces of which persist in our conversations of to​day, such as "On the square," "On the Level," "An upright man," etc. Because they were builders, we call them "Operative" Masons. But gradually there came about a change, following the Dark Ages. At first it was scarcely perceptible, but there came a day when someone sought membership who was in no way connected with the building trades, because he was attracted by the philosophical teachings of Masonry. Others followed in increasing numbers. (Incidentally, this is the origin of the term, "Ancient Free and Accepted Masons," these men though not builders, were "ac​cepted" as Masons.)

The First Grand Lodge


This movement appears to have taken place during the seventeenth century. Undoubtedly it was greatly influenced by the printing of the Bible in 1455. This and the other books which followed opened the field of knowledge to the common people, and they began to think. The Reformation had come in the early fifteen hundreds, when the Church of England broke away from the rule of Rome, and with it came an increased intellectual freedom, until, toward the end of the seventeenth century, it became evident that the building monopolies of operative masons had seen their day. No longer could the "secrets" of geometry and architecture be maintained; they became more or less common knowledge. Now, men of wealth, culture, and distinction of all manner of occupations were freely admitted to membership in the Craft, and their numbers grew until, in 1717, an event took place which marks the dividing line between the old Freemasonry and the new; between the last lingering remains of Operative Masonry and a Craft which is wholly speculative (that is, a theoretical Craft, rather than physical – a mental concept, rather than practical). In June of that year, four Lodges met and organized the first Grand Lodge of Masons. Its authority was at first limited to "within ten miles of London," but it soon invaded the provinces, and is today recognized as the "Mother Lodge" of Masonry. 

How Old
Thus far, we have discussed the. background of Masonry without being too specific about the history of Masonry itself. Actually, it can be proven that it is old – very old. For there are in existence about a hundred of what are known as "The Old Charges," sometimes called constitutions; they were drawn up by individual Lodges and were used by them much as we use constitutions and by‑laws in today's organizations. The best known of these is called the Regius Poem, or the Halliwell Manuscript (after the name of the man who discovered it in the British Museum). It was written about 1390 A.D., and it shows that even then Masonry was very old. There is rather convincing evidence that operative Masonry was in existence at least as early as the year 926 A.D.

Masonry in America


There seems to be no evidence of the advent of Freemasonry into America prior to 1717, though it is known that individual Masons did appear in the American colonies soon after that, and that they represented specu​lative Masonry. The first Lodge in America of which there is documentary evidence ex​isted in Philadelphia as early as 1730. Three years later, on petition from a num​ber of Masons living in Boston, the Grand Lodge of England appointed Henry Price as "Provincial Grand Master of New Eng​land and Dominions and Territories there​ unto belonging." Later in that year he formed a Grand Lodge, and then granted the petition 
of eighteen brethren, constituting them into a Lodge now known as Saint John's Lodge of Boston. St. Andrews Lodge No. 82, also of Boston, received its charter from the Grand Lodge of Scotland in 1756. Among its members were Joseph Warren, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Paul Revere, William Dawes, and Thomas Hutchinson, Governor of Massachusetts at the time.

American Independence


Space does not permit the telling of the story of Ma​sonry during the American Revolution. We can only say that it is illustrious and that we can take great pride in it. George Washington was a Mason, as were General Warren (previously mentioned), LaFayette, and most of the other American generals. So were John Hancock, Benjamin Franklin, James Monroe, Anthony Wayne, Ethan Allen, and Nathaniel Greene, to mention just a few.

Following the war, it was quickly determined that since political relations had been severed between this country and England, Masonic allegiance to the Grand Lodges of England and of Scotland had also been severed. A new Grand Lodge was organized, and from it were chartered other Grand Lodges throughout the country. Today there are fifty-one Grand Lodges in the United States – one for each state and one for the District of Columbia. 

Masonry in Minnesota
It was 1849, this was Indian country, and only a territory, not a state. St. Paul contained just eight frame buildings and several log cabins with bark roofs. When it was known that it was to be the seat of the territorial government, the population rapidly increased to three hundred. Some settlers from eastern lumbering states went up the St. Croix River and set up sawmills in a place they called Stillwater. There was a smaller settlement at St. Anthony Falls on the Mississippi River. In these three settlements, in Mendota and a few widely separated trading posts and missions, lived the entire white population.

The First Lodge
That spring the "Pioneer" carried a notice that there would be a meeting of Masons in a room over the Pioneer office. There were two more notices and meetings, the third one on July 16th, 1849, as a result of which a peti​tion was prepared and addressed to the Grand Master of Ohio, asking for a dis​pensation to form St. Paul Lodge. Twelve men signed it. The dispensation was granted on August 8th and the first meeting was held a month later. The first Lodge room was in the attic of the St. Paul House, a log and weather boarded building. The open rafters were tamarack poles, with the bark still on them. The floor was rough pine. Nail kegs were used for chairs, and barrels set on end for officers' pedestals. An overturned dry goods box served for an altar. The room was lighted with tallow dips, and heated with a wood‑burning stove. A local tin‑smith had fashioned some officers' jewels. Here the three degrees were first conferred in Minnesota in October of 1849.

An Early Initiation
In 1899, at the fiftieth anniver​sary of the Lodge, the second man initiated in it told of that event. His name was Kelly. He said that a man named Smith, who was territorial sec​retary, told him that he had found a few rusty Masons who needed a candidate to work on, and he thought Kelly would make good material. He appeared for his initia​tion, but he could not recall being received in any anteroom; if there was one, it might have been a corner of the Lodge room, screened off by a blanket thrown over a pole. When he entered the Lodge room, which looked much like a blacksmith shop, there was quite a discussion as to the next procedure. He was conducted about the room, and at each place where he stopped there was another discussion, only it was more involved each time. Finally, it reached an impasse, and the Master struck the top of his barrel (or was it the bottom), and ordered everyone to sit down, including the candidate, while he explained the “Work.” Somewhere we have read that the candidates were kept locked up in a store down the street, and when the time came for their appearance, someone leaned out the window and whistled for them!

Other Lodges
By November of that year, 1849, there were eight brethren in Stillwater, and they petitioned their nearest Grand Lodge, in Wisconsin, for a dispensation; this was granted in October of 1850. In 1851, a physician by the name of Ames, who became Grand Master two years later, came to St. Anthony, and that year he founded the first Lodge at that place. They obtained their dispensation from the Grand lodge of Illinois, where Ames had been made a Mason.

The Grand Lodge

The Grand Lodge of Minnesota was formed in February of 1853. There weren’t enough members to fill all of the offices, and some appointments had to be made outside of the official family.  The Grand Chaplain, a man named Chamberlain, wasn’t even a Master Mason, though he was raised two days later to qualify him. He was Rector of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church of St. Anthony, and a native of New York State. A large, robust man, and two fisted, no lumberjack talked out of turn when he was around! He traveled on foot between St. Anthony and St. Cloud, with a pack on his back, preaching as he went. One time he met a painter in St. Cloud, who had not been paid for some work he had done on the church and he told Chamberlain that if he didn’t get his money at once, he would take it out of his hide. When the painter got up and brushed himself off, Chamberlain told the onlookers that if the church owed anyone else any money, he would like to pay all its debts in this way.

Another Lodge
The first lodge west of the Mississippi and the first one to receive its original charter from the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, was Hennepin No. 4, across the river from St. Anthony, on the Fort Snelling reservation. In the dispensation, which was dated in  June of 1853, the Grand Master called the place Minneapolis. 

So much for glimpses of the early days in Minnesota Masonry. We wish we could go on with more, and that we could pay tribute to all those sturdy pioneers whose names are written in the Masonic annals of our state. But here we must stop. For a more extended treatment, see the book, "Centennium", published by the Grand Lodge of Minnesota.

So much for the history of Masonry, as briefly as we can state it, and still outline its principal features. There is a wealth of material on the subject, and it makes fascinating reading; we commend it to you. Perhaps one of the best sources is, "A History of Freemasonry," by Haywood and Craig.

The Essence of Masonry

Earlier in this discussion we dwelt at length on operative Masonry, barely mentioning the entry of the speculative – though we did give you a hint of its nature. As a matter of fact, Freemasonry has both a physical and an intellectual, or spiritual, nature. The former is the organization itself, manifested in its rites and ceremonies; these have been brought down to us from ancient times and are still preserved, largely in ancient form. Back of the physical, however, hidden by a veil of allegory and symbolism, but constituting the very heart of Masonry, lie its spiritual values – the lessons it teaches. Only because of these fundamental truths, the rock upon which Masonry has builded, and the steadfast courage of the men who have upheld its banner, has Masonry endured through the ages.

Organization

It is, of course, essential that you know something about how Masonry is organized, and for the present, we shall confine ourselves to a brief outline.

Blue Lodges 

We have already mentioned the Grand Lodges of the various states, each supreme in its own jurisdiction. They charter, or "constitute," subordinate lodges, popularly known as "Blue Lodges,” and the Lodge, which you are about to enter is one of them. Its principal officers are the Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer and Secretary. Other officers are a Senior Deacon, Junior Deacon, Chaplain, Senior Steward, Junior Steward, Marshal, and Tyler. The five principal officers are elected annually and the others are appointed by the Master. All their respective duties will be made clear to you later. The Master's authority is beyond question, the only appeal from his decision being to the Grand Lodge.

Meetings are called Communications, and may be "Stated" or "Special." The former refers to a meeting held at a stated time and hour specified in the by-laws, while the word "Special" means a meeting at some other time, called at the will and pleasure of the Master.

The Three Degrees


The fundamental prin​ciples of Freemasonry are exemplified in three degrees: the En​tered Apprentice, the Fellowcraft, and the Master Mason. The first is not to be re​garded merely as a stepping stone to the second, nor the second to the third; they should, rather, be thought of as a series of concentric circles, the smaller contained in the larger, for in 
a very true sense, the Master Mason is still an Entered Appren​tice, as he is also a Fellowcraft. 

Your Duties 

You will become a member of this Lodge when you have received the three degrees and have signed the bylaws. It will always be your duty to be loyal to the fraternity, faithful to your superior officers, and obedient to Masonic law. You will be expected to pay your dues promptly and regularly, to stand ready to help a worthy brother Mason in sickness or distress, and to support the charities of the Lodge as your conscience shall direct and your means permit. You are also expected to attend the communications as regularly as possible, and to discharge promptly and efficiently such specific Masonic duties as may be assigned to you.

Being a Mason means being a good citizen, loyal to your government, and conducting yourself as a wise and upright man, charged with an individual responsibility for maintaining the world's respect for Masonry.

Masonic Education
Now that you have knocked at our portal and will soon be permitted to cross its threshold, you will hear more of these things. The meaning of all you will hear and see may not be  entirely clear to you at the time, for Masonry's method of instruc​tion is such that its significance can hardly be immediately apparent to the initiate. That is the purpose of this Educational Committee. We shall meet with you after you have received your first degree, again after the second degree, and after the third. In these meetings we shall endeavor to clear up any questions about the work which you may have in mind, for we want you to become an honor to the Craft, and a well informed Mason is rather apt to be a good Mason.

An Acknowledgement

The Masonic Research and Education Committee , in presenting Minnesota's educational program for its candidates, recognizes  its debt to the Grand Lodges of Iowa, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, for making their work available to us.

You Are Now an Entered Apprentice
In the belief that you will welcome some additional "light" upon the Fraternity to which you have just gained admission, and upon your own place therein, this book is presented to you for careful study.

In its long experience, Masonry has established many things that go beyond the realm of experiment and mere opinion; among these is the fact that one's appreciation of Masonry grows with the increase in his understanding of its history, its symbolism and philosophy, its world‑wide character, its ethical standards, and the ideal of genuine brotherhood fostered among its multitude of members. In your own interest, therefore, give thoughtful attention to this, and to succeeding information as it is presented.

Now, a word of caution. You have crossed our threshold and you are now bound by your obligation to guard its secrets carefully. The secrets of Freemasonry and its affairs are for its members alone. Be guarded and watchful in your conversations. The mere fact that a stranger may wear a Masonic pin or a ring is in itself no guarantee that he is a Mason.
On Secrets

What You Can Discuss With a Non-Mason 

Masonry is not a secret society. Members of our lodges are not in anyway forbidden from telling others that they are Masons. While every Mason should remember his obligations to secrecy, yet we want to inform non-masons about who we are, what we are, and what we do.   Therefore  it is important that  every Mason understand clearly which things he can  talk about and which things he cannot.

What is a Masonic Secret

What are the things we call the secrets of Masonry?  The first secret is the ballot of a Mason.  No one can know how a Mason votes, unless that Mason tells him, and that is considered unmasonic conduct.  The right and privilege of casting a secret ballot is universally respected in this country by Masons and non-masons alike.

Other secrets are:

• the modes of recognition (signs and words);

• the obligations or vows of each degree; 

• the manner of conferring the  degrees, and;

• the legend of the third degree. 

These four items are usually considered to be the "real" Masonic secrets. But we should all realize that any interested party can go to the public library or bookstore and obtain books which reveal all these things. Clearly we cannot consider these to be secrets in the true sense of the word. There  is no  way we can keep these books from the public. What then is the meaning of our obligation to secrecy?

Our Obligation to Secrecy

The obligations of Masonry, as well as all other teachings and laws of our Craft, are not things that Masons impose upon other people.  These obligations, teachings, and laws are things that each Mason agrees to accept for himself and to apply to himself.  Thus when we agree to keep a Masonic secret we only agree that we will not discuss that matter with a non-mason.  This agreement is then binding upon the Mason, but it is not and cannot be binding upon a non-mason.

Masons should  not be disturbed by this. If a non-mason learns what he considers to be our  secrets, we are under no obligation to take action of any kind. But if the same person comes to us and asks us to affirm or deny that certain things are our secrets, then we must neither confirm nor deny what they have learned. We are best advised to simply change the subject. If that fails, then let the person read this page.
An Apprentice


You are now an Entered Apprentice; that is to say, your name has been so recorded in our Lodge. The first step in your journey to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason has been taken.

Doubtless you found your initiation an experience you will never wish to forget. A degree in Masonry is not an iso​lated experience, but an ever‑enduring privilege. Always you may sit in your own Lodge when open on the Entered Appren​tice Degree; always you can return to observe, to participate in, and to study its ceremonies. Your possession of the degree is complete.

Doubtless you are eager to learn more about this remarkable degree before you receive that of a Fellowcraft. Perhaps its ceremonies seemed strange to you; its language fell on your ears in unaccustomed accents; and at its end you may have been somewhat bewildered. It will be helpful if you are given a brief explanation of the term "Entered Apprentice."

The builders of those remarkable structures in Europe and Great Britain, from six hundred to nine hundred years ago, we call "Operative Masons" because they were builders in the literal sense.

In Operative Times


It was necessary for the Operative Masons to recruit new members to replace those  lost through removal, accident, illness or death. To do this they used the apprenticeship system, which was in vogue in all crafts for many centuries.

The word "apprentice" means "learner," or "beginner," one who is taking his first steps in mastering a trade, art or profession. The Operative apprentice was a boy, usually from ten to fifteen years of age. He was required to be sound in body, in order to do work requiring physical strength and endurance. He had to be of good habits, obedient and willing to learn, of unquestioned reputation, and be well recommended by Masons already members of the Craft.

When such a boy was chosen as an apprentice. he was called into the Lodge where all the members could assure themselves of his mental, moral and physical qualifications. If they voted to receive him, he was given much information about the Craft, what it required of its members, something of its early history and tradition, and what his duties would be. He gave a solemn promise to obey his superiors, to work diligently, to observe the laws and rules, and to keep the secrets.

After being thus obligated, he was bound over, or indentured, to one of the more experienced Master Masons. As a rule he lived with this Master Mason, and from him day by day learned the methods and secrets of the trade. When he was able to give assurance of his fitness to master the art and to become an acceptable member of the society, his name was entered on the books of the Lodge and he was given a recognized place in the Craft organization.  Because of this official entering of his name he was given the title "Entered Apprentice." This apprenticeship usually lasted seven years.

His Education
It would be difficult to ex​aggerate the care our Oper​ative Masonic forebears devoted to these learners. The Intender, as the Master Mason to whom the Apprentice was indentured was called, was obliged by law to teach him theory as well as practice. Not until the Apprentice, after many years, could prove his proficiency by meeting the most rigid tests of skill, was he permitted to advance to a higher rank in the Craft. Other Master Masons with whom he was set at work at the simpler tasks also were his teachers. He was given moral instruction; his conduct was carefully scrutinized; many rules were laid down to control his manner of life. When we read
the Old Charges and ancient documents that have come down to us, we are impressed by the amount of space de​voted to Apprentices.

As time passed, therefore, there grew up about the rank and duties and regulations of the Apprentice an organized set of customs, ceremonies, rules, traditions, etc. These at last crystallized into a well‑defined unit, which we may describe as the Operative Entered Apprentice's Degree. When, after the Reformation, Operative Masonry was gradually transformed into Speculative Masonry, the Entered Apprentice Degree in a modified form was retained as one of the degrees of the Speculative Lodge.

Your Entry


As an Entered Apprentice you are a learner, a beginner, in Speculative Masonry. You have taken the first step in the mastery of our art. It is be​cause you have this rank that certain things are expected of you.

First, you must learn certain portions of the degree, so as to prove your proficiency. But you are to learn these parts not merely to pass this test; you should master them so thoroughly that they will remain with you through life, because you will have need of them many times in the future.

Second, you must learn the laws, rules, and regulations by which an Entered Apprentice is governed.

As you stood in the northeast corner of the Lodge during your initiation you were taught a certain lesson concerning a corner stone. The meaning of that lesson should now be clear to you. You are a corner stone of the Craft. The day will probably come when into your hands will fall your share of the responsibilities of the Lodge. It is our hope and expectation that you will prove a worthy part of the foundation on which our great fraternity may safely build.

An Interpretation of the Ritual

of the First Degree
The Masonic World
The Masonic Lodge room is represented in the ritual as a symbol of the world. The particular form in which this symbol is cast harks back to early times when men believed the earth to be square and the sky a solid dome; but while this no longer repre​sents our idea of the physical shape of the world, the significance remains the same.

The world thus represented is the world of Masonry; the Masonic career  from beginning to end, including all that lies between. The West Gate through which the candidate enters represents birth. In the first degree the candidate is ushered into Masonic Life; the old life with all its accessories has dropped from him completely. He now enters on a new life in a new world.

Laws and Authority
Masonry is systematic, well proportioned, balanced. Duties and work are supervised and regulat​ed, controlled through laws written and un​written, expressed through landmarks, traditions, usages, constitutions and by‑laws, guided and directed through officers vested with power and authority. The candidate obligates himself to uphold that lawful sys​tem; when he salutes the Master and Ward​ens he signifies his obedience to the legally constituted officers; when he follows his guide and fears no danger he expresses his trust in, and loyalty to, the Fraternity.

The Entered Apprentice Degree is not an idle formality, but a genuine experience, the beginning of a new career in which duties, rights and privileges are real. Members are called Craftsmen because they are workmen; a Lodge in session is said to be "at labor." Freemasonry offers no privileges or rewards except to those who earn them; she places Working Tools, not playthings, in the hands of her members.

To become a Mason is a solemn and serious undertaking. Once the step is taken, it may well change the course of a man's life.

Freemason's Faith

Freemasonry, while not a religion, is vitally re​ligious. Its entire philosophy, all its teach​ings, are predicated upon the existence of God, a God in whom men can place their trust, and from whom strength and wisdom flow in response to prayer.

The Tenets
You will hear much of the Tenets of Freemasonry. This word is generally used to describe a principle, belief, or doctrine held to be true, especially by an organization.

The Principal Tenets of Freemasonry are Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. It is necessary not to overlook the word "Principal,” for it signifies that, while our Fraternity lays the greatest emphasis on these three teachings, yet there are others which must not be overlooked.

No man can question these teachings; they are self‑evident – beyond cavil. Men are too likely to consider Brotherly Love, while highly desirable, as not practicable, and therefore a vision to be dreamed of, but never possible of attainment. Masonry challenges this thought, and even names Brotherly Love as one of its principal tenets. Freemasonry does not tell us that the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth ought to be true, that it would be better for us all if they were true – she tells us that they are true. They are tremendous realities in human life, and it is as impossible to question their validity as to question the ground under our feet, or the sun over our heads. Our problem is not whether to believe them, but what are we going to do with them?

Brotherly Love
What, then, is Brotherly Love? Manifestly, it means that we place on another man the highest possible valuation as a friend, a companion, an associate, a neighbor. By the exercise of Brotherly Love, we are taught to regard the whole human species as one family. We do not ask that from our relationship we shall achieve any selfish gain. Our relationship with a brother is its own justification. Its own reward. Brotherly Love is one of the supreme values; without it life is lonely, unhappy, ugly. This is not a hope or a dream, but a fact. Freemasonry builds on that fact, provides opportunities for us to have such fellowship, encourages us to understand and to practice it, and to make it one of the laws of our existence; one of our Principal Tenets.

Relief

Relief is one of the forms of charity. We often think of charity as relief from poverty. To care for the helpless or unemployed is usually deemed a responsibility resting on the public. As a rule the public discharges that responsibility through some form of organized charity, financed by general subscriptions or out of public funds.

Our conception of relief is broader and deeper than this. We fully recognize the emergency demands made by physical and economic distress; but we likewise understand that the cashing of a check is not necessarily a complete solution of the difficulty. There sometimes enters the problem of readjustment, of rehabilitation, of keeping the family together, of children's education, and various other matters vital to the welfare of those concerned; and through the whole process there is the need for spiritual comfort, for the assurance of a sincere and continuing interest and friendship, which is the real translation of our first Principal Tenet: Brotherly Love.

Masonic Relief takes it for granted that any man, no matter how industrious and frugal he may be, through sudden misfortune, or other conditions over which he has no control, may be in temporary need of a helping hand. To extend it is not what is generally described as charity, but is one of the natural and inevitable acts of brotherhood. Any conception of brotherhood must include this willingness to give necessary aid. Therefore, Relief, Masonicly understood, is a tenet.

Truth


Truth, the last of the Principal Tenets, has a profound meaning. Scripture declares that God is "A God of truth . . . just and right is he." Truth, then, is infinite; a term including the truth about all that is – an indispensable, intrinsic quality of existence and stability. To be good and true is the first lesson we are taught in Masonry. In any permanent brotherhood, members must be truthful in character and habits, dependable men of honor on whom we can rely to be faithful fellows and loyal friends. Truth is a vital requirement if a brotherhood is to endure, and we therefore accept it as such. 

Thus Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth are the Principal Tenets of Masonry. There are other tenets, also; teachings so obvious that argument is never necessary to sustain them. With this in mind we urge you to ponder the teachings of the Craft as you progress from degree to degree. You may not find them novel, but novelty is unimportant in the light of the knowledge that the truths upon which Freemasonry is founded are eternal. The freshness of immortality is on them because they never die; in them is a ceaseless inspiration and an inexhaustible appeal. They are tenets of Freemasonry because always and everywhere they have been tenets of successful human life.

Symbolism


You have already discovered that Masonry's method of teaching is by symbolism and allegory. Now, a symbol is the visible sign of something invisible, like an idea; for instance, the figure 7 is a symbol of a mathematical idea –  it is not the idea itself. One of the most noted of Masonic writers, Albert Pike, has said that Masonry's symbolism is its soul. "Every symbol in a Lodge is a religious teacher, the mute teacher also of morals and philosophy."

Note that word "mute." Masonry's symbols speak not to the casual attendant, nor to the superficial physical senses, but to the understanding heart – to the spiritual senses of man. Your interpretation of them is necessarily then peculiarly your own, and will be inspirational in the degree, that you seek to understand them. And in that degree only will you become truly a Mason.

Without attempting to review them all, one by one, let us briefly discuss a few of these symbols.

The Three Great Lights 

First, the Three Great Lights, foremost of which is the Holy Bible on the altar. As previously explained to you, in other parts of the world you may find there the Koran of the Moslem, the Vedas of the Brahman, or the Zendavesta of the Parsee, for our Fraternity bestows its approval upon no one religion. But always the book upon the altar is the Sacred Book of the Law – the symbol of man's acknowledgement of Deity and of man's relationship to Him. And, because of this universality of Masonry, we find here one of our greatest lessons – that of tolerance. Also implicit here is, of course, reverence for God, and obedience to Him.

Second among the Three Great Lights is the Square. It teaches us "to square our actions," and to regulate our conduct by the principles of morality and virtue. This idea has become common in our everyday conversation.

The third of the Three Great Lights is the Compass. This useful instrument assists in making accurate measurements so vital to the architect's plans in assuring grace, proportion and stability, as well as lending beauty to the structure. As you recall the words describing its Masonic use, remember that the word "passions" includes all feelings or emotions – fear, anger, envy, hate, love, joy, sorrow, anxiety, etc., as well as the one commonly associated with it. In short, the Compass symbolizes poise, balance, assurance, confidence in man's true spiritual nature, serene above all the negative influences which would demoralize, degrade and undermine.

Masonic Light

All through Masonry you will find that "Light" has a great symbolical meaning. Light as opposed to darkness suggests many opposites, with Light always symbolizing the principles for which Masonry stands; and its opposite, darkness, typifying those things which are antagonistic. Moreover, before your in​itiation, you were in darkness concerning much of Masonry, but later were partially enlightened, and in this sense light is a means of discovery. Mental or spiritual blindness cuts off the individual from all that makes life worth living, but as light comes with increasing intensity he finds himself entering a new existence. Light has made possible, but it remains for him to explore, to understand, and to conform.

The Cable‑Tow


The Cable‑Tow Is another symbol. It was a physical means of restraining you, and was no long​er necessary when you accepted and pledged compliance with whatever Masonry held in store for you. It is therefore a symbol of your obligation. A further significance will be revealed to you later on in your journey.

Circumambulation 

Your passage from station to station was symbolic. in that it was to impress upon you that Masonry is not a static experience, but one of progress, or enlightenment, and that it is not a solitary, lonely journey, but one enriched by the companionship, the experience, the guidance, and the Brotherly Love of your brethren.

Working Tools

You were presented with two of the working tools of our Fraternity, the Twenty‑four Inch Gauge and the Common Gavel. Others will be presented to you later on. These, too, are symbolic, for in them Masonry finds significant lessons, as you were taught – lessons whose application is both spiritual and practical in our everyday routine. Other working tools are yet to be presented; their very presence will declare there is constructive work to be done, and their nature will indicate the direction this work is to take. You will also encounter other symbols, each one with a depth of meaning which will challenge your interest, and reveal still more of the character and purpose of our great Fraternity.

The Apron
You will recall the exalted sym​bolism of the Apron. Here is yet another concept of profound significance: the Apron has always been the badge of a worker; and underlying the lesson of industry is the great principle of constructive work as opposed to that which is destructive. Our ancient Operative brethren were builders, not wreckers; let it be remembered that the creative impulse has always been the soul of progress.

Duties, Privileges and Limitations of

An Entered Apprentice

As an Entered Apprentice you have an immediate and personal interest in this subject, but you should also realize that it has a permanent interest for every Mason, however long it may have been since he received the First Degree. In a sense we always remain Entered Apprentices: the teachings of the degree remain always in effect; its obligation and charge, subject to additions in the succeeding degrees, continue to be binding. As Masons we associate with Apprentices, work with them, perhaps are sought by them for counsel. Therefore it is important for us to have as clear an understanding as possible of the duties, privileges and limitations of Apprentices.

Limitations
An Apprentice cannot vote or hold office. He is not entitled to Masonic burial nor may he walk in public Masonic processions, as the public assumes that every man therein is a full‑fledged Master Mason, and judges him and the Craft accordingly. An Apprentice may not visit or sit in a lodge except when opened on the First Degree. Since all the business of a lodge is conducted in the Third Degree, he has neither voice nor vote.

Privileges


Nevertheless he possesses cer​tain important rights and privi​leges. He has the right to be instructed in his work and in matters pertaining to his degree. If charged with violating his obli​gation, he is entitled to Masonic trial. He has the right to hope for advancement to a higher degree. Also the Apprentice pos​sesses modes of recognition by which he can make himself known to other Appren​tices, as well as to brethren who have taken additional degrees, and he has the privilege of using them.

Duties


Complete faithfulness to his obli​gation and implicit obedience to the charge are among his important and lasting responsibilities. It is also the duty of the Apprentice to learn the required portions of the degree with thoroughness, not only because he must prove himself proficient in order to advance, but also because it contains Masonic teachings of fundamental importance that  remain forever binding on every Mason. In a measure the degree is complete within its own field, and its teachings should be permanently incorporated as a part of his Masonic life.

Freemasonry preserves a secrecy about all its work; it meets behind tiled doors; it throws over its principles and teachings a garment of symbolism and ritual; its Art is a mystery; a great wall separates it from the rest of the world. Nor is its work easy to understand.

Master of Our Art
In asking you to learn well the duties, privileges, and limita​tions of an Entered Apprentice, we also urge you to think of apprenticeship in the larger sense. It is not particularly difficult for a worthy candidate to become a member in name only, but we want your own ambition to extend far beyond that perfunctory stage. We believe that you wish to become a Mason in reality, and that no idle desire for the honor of bearing the name has been your motive for seeking our fellowship. If this be true, we urgently advise you not to be content with the letter and outward form in this, your beginning period, but to apply yourself with freedom, fervency and zeal to the sincere and thorough mastering of our Noble Art.

The Four Cardinal Virtues

During your Entered Apprentice experience, you will recall, you were presented with a Lambskin – "a white leather apron – an emblem of innocence – the badge of a Mason." An emblem of innocence! May you wear it as a constant reminder of your responsibility – that no act of yours shall ever bring discredit upon the great fraternity of which you are now a member.
A Blueprint 

Actual achievement of such a goal might be deemed impossible but for the fact that shortly thereafter you were given a detailed "blueprint plan," for its accomplishment. How? Let us analyze: You were told that Temperance enables us to regulate and control our passions and prejudices; that Fortitude teaches us to have the courage to stand for the right when we know the right; that Prudence counsels us to form conclusions and to make decisions carefully, thoughtfully, after sound and logical reasoning; that Justice is, in effect, a "square deal" for every man.

But it is most important for you to recall that three times it was pointed out that "this virtue should be the constant practice – the invariable practice – the peculiar characteristic of every Mason." This, you will readily see, is the all‑important lesson to be taken from these teachings. They are not merely words to be read and forgotten; they are intended to point out to you your path of life, in the hope that they will become the motivating principles of your daily existence.

Later you were told: "In the State you are to be a quiet and peaceful subject, true to your government and just to your country; you are not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority and conform with cheerfulness to the government of the country in which you live."

It must be evident, therefore, when you add the foregoing to the explanation of all that has here been revealed to you, you have a complete "pattern" for determination and demonstration of the kind of life now imposed upon you as a member of the Fraternity.

After you have had a reasonable time to absorb what has here been said to you, and you have at least somewhat familiarized yourself with the lecture you are to learn, we shall meet with you for a further discussion of this, the most important of all the three degrees; most important in the sense that here you obtain your first impressions, and so much depends upon them.

A Note From the Research and Education Committee:

Brothers, don't just TAKE the degrees – STUDY THEM! Learn them! Learn what they mean! If you don't, you are just cheating yourself ! You are paying for them, so learn well their lessons. You will then appreciate their truths, their beauty, their deep significance, and their value to you. You will be well repaid, for they will make you a better man, a happier man, a more useful citizen, a better church member – Mason in fact as well as in name. Otherwise Masonry will be to you but an empty shell, echoing with hollow sounds.

The Craftsman who gauges his life in accordance with Masonic Moral Law will be a more loyal friend, a more understanding husband and father, and he will know the real joy of living. Masonry is not merely a ritual, a club, a lodge; it is a way of life, a plan for living.

More Light For a Fellowcraft

The Mason who has just received his Fellowcraft degree finds himself bewildered at the emphasis on the globes, the five human senses, and the seven liberal arts and sciences. In our modern ritual they are symbols, as will be explained later. Originally they served another purpose.

The Middle Chamber Lecture 

We owe the form of the Fellowcraft degree to a man by the name of William Preston, who lived in England during the early days of speculative Masonry. Preston did not like the fact that the lectures then given in connection with the degrees of Masonry followed no ritualistic pattern, but could assume whatever form the Worshipful Master desired. He set about to write a formal lecture for each degree. After working on them for seven years, he succeeded in having them adopted by the Grand Lodge of England.

Preston believed that one of Masonry's principal duties was to bring light to a candidate by actually educating him; he believed that knowledge was the universal solvent for the problems of the world. In his time there were few opportunities for the average man to acquire formal learning. There were few schools, and not many men could attend them. And so, according to some Masonic authorities, Preston conceived the idea of condensing in the Fellowcraft lecture as many of the elements of a formal education as possible.

The original lecture took up in much detail the five human senses, the terrestrial and celestial globes, and the seven liberal arts and sciences. And in so doing, the lecture did give the average Masonic candidate of Preston's era an insight into certain knowledge which he might never have received otherwise.

To the modern Mason, the formal teachings in the lecture are elementary – so much so, in fact, that when we first hear them we wonder why they were brought in at all. As symbols, however, we find them significant.

"Fellowcraft" is one of a large number of terms with a technical meaning peculiar to Freemasonry. A "craft" is an organization of skilled workmen in some trade or calling: masons, carpenters, painters, etc. A "fellow" means one who holds membership in such a craft, accepting its duties and enjoying its privileges. Since the skilled crafts are no longer organized as they once were, the term is not now used in its original sense.

In Freemasonry the term "Fellowcraft" possesses two separate meanings, one of which we may call the Operative and the other the Speculative.

Operative Masonry

As you have been told, Freemasons in the operative period were skilled workmen engaged in some branch of the building trade. Like other skilled workers, they had an organized craft of their own, the general form of which was called a "Guild." A Lodge was a local, and usually temporary, organization within the guild. This guild had officers, laws, rules, regulations, and customs which were rigorously binding on all members.

Membership was divided into two grades, the lower of which was composed of Apprentices. Operative Freemasons recruited members from qualified lads of twelve to fifteen years of age. When such a boy proved acceptable to the members, he was required to swear to be teachable and obedient; thereupon he was bound over to some senior Mason for instruction. If he proved worthy, his name was formally entered in the books of the Lodge, thereby giving him his title of Entered Apprentice. For seven years, as a rule, this boy lived with his master, gave him implicit obedience in all things, and toiled much without other recompense than board, lodging, and clothing. In the Lodge life he held a place equally subordinate because he could not attend a Lodge of Fellowcrafts. During his long apprenticeship he was really a bond servant with many duties, few rights, and little freedom.

Passed To A Fellowcraft 

At the end of his apprentice ship he was examined in Lodge. If his record was good; if he could prove his proficiency under test, and the members voted in his favor, he was made a  full member of the Craft, with the same duties, rights, and privileges as all others. He was called a "Fellow of the Craft." In the early days of Speculative Masonry, there were only two degrees–that of Entered Apprentice, and of Fellowcraft, or Master Mason, the latter designations apparently being used interchangeably.

Speculative Masonry

Such was the operative meaning of Fellowcraft. Now that the organization is no longer operative the term possesses a very different meaning. Nevertheless, it is still used in its original sense in certain parts of the ritual and, of course, it is frequently encountered in the histories of the fraternity. Operative Freemasonry began to decline at about the time of the Protestant Reformation In the Sixteenth Century, when Lodges became few in number and small in membership. A few of these in England began to admit men with no intention of practicing Operative Masonry,  men who were attracted by the Craft's antiquity and for social reasons. These were called Speculative Masons. At the beginning of the Eighteenth Century these Speculatives so increased in numbers that they gained control, and during the first quarter of that century completely transformed the Craft into the Speculative fraternity as we now have it.

The Three Degrees


Although the society adhered as closely as possible to the old customs, some radical changes were made to fit it for its new purposes. One of the most important of these was to abandon the old rule of dividing the members into two grades, or degrees, and to adopt the new rule of dividing them into three. The second grade became known as the Fellowcraft Degree, and eventually the third became the Master Mason Degree.

The term Fellowcraft is now used as the name of the Second Degree. It refers to the ritualistic ceremonies and other contents of that degree, to a member of it, and to a lodge when opened on it. You are a Fellowcraft. You have passed through its ceremonies, assumed its obligations, are registered as such in the books of the Lodge. You can sit in either a Lodge of Apprentices or of Fellowcrafts, but not of Master Masons. Your duties are to do and to be all that the teachings of the degree require.

As you were told in previously, remember that each degree gives you a certain part of Masonry's teachings, and each is just as vital a part as another – they are not stepping stones.

Interpretation of the Ritual of the Second Degree
You are now a Fellowcraft Mason. You have now found in the Ritual and lectures of this degree a further revelation of Masonry's character and purpose. The first degree made its principal appeal to the conscience. The second addresses itself primarily to the intellect. It emphasizes the philosophy of Masonry, its great teachings, and its profound concern for education, enlightenment, and culture.  

Our purpose in this booklet is to try to explain some of the meanings of the degree; only a part, of course, as it would require many volumes to explain them in full. Many great ideas are embodied in this degree which, if you understand them, will lead you forward to attending steps of wisdom. One of these ideas is that of adulthood.

A Man in His Prime
The Entered Apprentice represents youth standing at the portals of life, his eyes on the rising sun. The Master Mason is the man of years, already on the farther slope of the hill with the setting sun in his eyes. The Fellowcraft is a man in the prime of life – experienced, strong, resourceful, able to bear the heat and burden of the day.

The man in his middle years carries maximum responsibilities. It is he upon whom a family depends for support. He is the Atlas on whose shoulders rest the burdens of business. By his skill and experience the arts are sustained. To his keeping are entrusted the destinies of state. It is said that in the building of his Temple, King Solomon employed eighty thousand Fellowcrafts or hewers on the mountains and in the quarries. The description is suggestive, for it is by men in the Fellowcraft period that the hewing is done on the mountains or in the quarries of life.

The Fellowcraft walks in the full, uncolored light of noon. Everything stands starkly before him in its most uncompromising reality. If he were elated by boyish illusions of the ease of life and the sufficiency of his strength a little while ago, those illusions have now vanished in the heat of the day. After a few more years he will become mellow and resigned. But at high noon, this time has not yet come. It is for him to bend his back and bear the load.

The working tools of a Fellowcraft are the Plumb, Square, and Level. Their significance is explained in the ritual. We are to walk uprightly before God and man, squaring our actions by the Square of virtue, remembering that we are traveling upon the Level of time to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler returns.

What does the Second Degree say to the Fellowcraft, whether in Masonry or in the world at large? The answer brings us to a second great idea, namely, that the Fellowcraft must so equip himself that he will prove equal to the tasks which will be laid upon him. What is that equipment? The degree gives us at least three answers:

Experience
The first is that the Fellowcraft must gain experience from contact with the realities of life. You will recall what was stated about the five senses. Needless to say, that portion of the Middle Chamber Lecture is not intended as a disquisition on either physiology or psychology. It is symbolic, and represents what man learns through seeing, touching, tasting, hearing and smelling – in short, immediate experience. A man garners such experience only with the passage of time. Each day he comes in contact with facts. What he learns one day must be added to the next, and so on from year to year, until at last through his senses, he comes to understand the world in which he lives, how to deal with it, how to master it.

Education


The second answer is the neces​sity of education. An individual's possible experience is limited. Could we learn of life only that which comes by our senses, we would indeed be poorly equipped to deal with its complexities and respon​sibilities! To our store of hard‑won experience we add the experience of others. We extend our own by the information of countless men brought to us through many channels. Our own knowledge must be supplemented by the knowledge of mankind. In this manner we obtain what is sometimes called vicarious experience.

In the days when Masons were actual builders of great and costly structures, the Apprentice was a mere boy, ten to fifteen years of age, scarcely knowing one tool from another, ignorant of the secrets and arts of the builders. Yet, after seven years he was able to produce his "Master's piece" and perform any task to which the Master might appoint him. How was this miracle accomplished? Not by his unaided efforts, but by the wise and patient guidance of accomplished Masons, and their imparting to him what they had been years in acquiring.

Such is education, symbolized in the Second Degree by the Liberal Arts and Sciences. Perhaps you were somewhat nonplussed to hear what was said about Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry, Music, and Astronomy. Perhaps you wondered what such schoolroom topics had to do with Masonry. Now you begin to see the connection. The explanation of these subjects was not intended as an academic lecture. Like so much else in the degree, these matters are symbols, signifying all that is meant by education – our training by others in skill and knowledge to perform or to understand certain tasks.

Wisdom


The third answer suggested here is of more importance than either of the others. It may be expressed by the word Wisdom. A Fellowcraft must be equipped with experience and knowledge, as has been said. Wisdom goes beyond knowledge. The latter gives us awareness of the world at points of immediate con​tact, and competence for special tasks in the arts, professions, callings, and voca​tions. But a man's life is not confined to these considerations. He is not by day and night engaged in the same task; life is richer than that! It is compounded of all manner of things: a great variety of ex​periences; a constant succession of situ​ations; a never‑ending list of problems. The highway is crowded with people of varied reactions, emotions, characteristics, and be​havior patterns. The world is infinitely greater than what each of us now sees, hears, or feels; it is far more complex than our daily tasks.

The Middle Chamber
The Middle Chamber, which is so conspicuous in the Second Degree, has many meanings.

Among others, it is a symbol of wisdom. By the experience of the five senses, through the knowledge gained of the Lib​eral Arts and Sciences, the candidate is called to advance, as on Winding Stairs, to that balanced wisdom of life in which the senses, emotions, intellect, character, work, deeds, habits, and the soul of a man are knit together in unity, balance, and poise.

Symbols and Allegories

The Pillars

When you passed the two pillars which greeted you as you began the second section of the degree, it was an act of much significance. For you were told that the two pillars, apart from the way in which their globes illustrate something of the greatness of God and the magnificence of His works, also represent God's promise that He would establish his house forever. And when you passed be​tween these pillars, you symbolically ac​knowledged your faith in this promise and accepted your part in this covenant between God and man.

Your Wages

You were informed that as a Fellowcraft you were entitled to a Fellowcraft's wages. Corn, wine, and oil are mentioned many times in the Bible – as offerings, as a means of paying a debt, or as a measure of prosperity. Hence this phrase is used Masonicly to symbolize the fact that the laborer is worthy of his hire – that as a Fellowcraft bearing the responsibilities and doing the work of a man, you are entitled to a just reward, both physically and spiritually.

Your Jewels


You were also told that you were now considered worthy of the Jewels of a Fellowcraft – the at​tentive ear, the instructive tongue, and the faithful breast. Here, too, the symbolism refers chiefly to knowledge, for by the ear you receive information and instruction, and by the tongue you pass along your hard​ earned wisdom to the attentive ear of a brother. And the faithful breast alludes not only to the safekeeping of Masonic secrets, but symbolizes once again the fact that the Fellowcraft is fully capable of bearing the duties of life, and can be trusted to do so.

The Stairway
The most outstanding symbol in the Degree of Fellowcraft is the Flight of Winding Stairs. In the Book of Kings we read: "They went up with winding stairs into the middle cham​ber." We go up "with winding stairs" into "the Middle
Chamber of King Solomon's Temple." Also we travel up the winding stairs of life and arrive, if we climb steadfastly, at the middle chamber of existence, which is removed from infancy and youth by the steps of knowledge and experience.

There is a symbolism in the fact that the stairway winds. The straight stairway requires only physical strength for its ascent. We know its length, for we can see its top, and we can calculate and regulate the speed of our climb accordingly. No element of the spiritual is involved.

The winding stairway, however, is symbolic of life. The goal is not in sight, but we know there is a goal – there has to be. We know not how near nor how far, but we know it is. We can see only a small portion of the way now, but that much we can see, and that far we can go. So we begin the ascent – one step at a time, in the faith that each stage of progress will unfold a new vision, giving us new inspiration, new courage, new strength. Thus faith enlarges our understanding and the scope of our ability until at last we reach a Middle Chamber, or place of light – only to discover that this was not in itself our goal, but merely another starting point, from whose vantage we see a broader vision leading ever onward and upward.

We are taught that we should use the five senses that God has given us to climb the seven steps of the stairway which we designate as the seven Liberal Arts and Sciences. When we rise by Grammar and Rhetoric, we must consider that they mean not only language, but all methods of communication. The step of Logic means a knowledge, not only of all methods of reasoning, but of all reasoning which logicians have accomplished. When we ascend by Arithmetic and Geometry, we must visualize all science. The step denominated Music means not only sweet and harmonious sounds, but all beauty, poetry, art, nature, and loveliness of whatever kind. As for the seventh step of Astronomy, surely it not only suggests the study of the solar system and the stars, but that they symbolize a supreme creative power and wisdom, without which the universe could not exist.

The Letter G
You recall the prominence which was given the Letter G. It may be considered as having a double interpretation: (1) As being the first letter of our name for that Deity in whose exist​ence all Masons have professed belief. (2) As being the initial of Geometry, regarded as the basic science of Operative Masonry, now symbolizing to Speculative Masons the unchanging natural laws which govern the whole material universe. Together they symbolize God as the great governing in​telligence of the universe. This is consis​tent, as the entire degree makes its appeal to the intellect.

Strong in Body, Soul and Spirit
Let it be said in conclusion that the Fellowcraft rep​resents manhood in its most splendid conception and its greatest responsibility. The days of his disillusion​ment are past; he faces facts, not fancies. He understands the immensity of the tasks before him and approaches them with the joy of one who is competent and resolved to conquer. His family depends upon him for support. The business world looks to him for judgment and guidance. The community needs his aid and advice in promoting the moral and spiritual welfare of its people. He is a patron of the arts and sciences. He has faith in God and believes that "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord." He is untiring in his zeal to promote religion, freedom, and justice. There stands the Fellowcraft strong in body, soul, and spirit, and competent to cope with all of life's realities.

Hence, from this discussion you realize the truth as given in the ritual of this degree, that Masonry is a progressive science, and that as we advance in knowledge our obligations to ourselves and to our brethren correspondingly increase.

Upon Becoming a Master Mason
Now that you have received the three degrees of Freemasonry you have undoubtedly felt for yourself something of the unique fascination that Masonry has for its members. Whence comes this power which binds a man to Masonry forever?

Is it because of its close association with religion, a belief in Deity, a hope for immortality? Partly, because each of us believes in the existence of the Supreme Architect of the Universe, reveres the teachings of religion, and cherishes the hope of a life after death.

While it is true that you have now received the third and final degree, you have by no means finished your Masonic education; on the contrary, you have only completed your entrance into Masonry. Your Quest for Light still continues from a new vantage point. You now actually stand on the threshold of a new and (if we have successfully performed our part in your passage through the degrees) a potentially important experience, which should mature into a life relationship rich in its values. This, we truly hope, will be evidenced by your own loyalty to the craft and your labors in its interest.

As a Master Mason, you now know why this degree is referred to as "Sublime." The deeply moving allegory in which you took a principal part is one of the simplest stories ever recorded by man, and yet it is quite inexhaustible in its profound teachings. It seems almost magical in its ability to seize upon the emotions and thus make doubly impressive the drama of life, death, and immortality which it unfolds. No man who receives the Master Mason Degree ever forgets it.

Yet this degree, like the two which preceded it, presents its many lessons rapidly, and at times almost casually, as if in passing. For the scope of Freemasonry is so great that the teachings of each degree could not be fully expounded or comprehended in many, many evenings. In fact, a number of Masonic authorities have devoted much of their adult lives to the study of Masonry – and have felt that such a lifetime afforded them only a beginning in their work.

You might logically ask, "If Masonry is so complex, how then can I possibly acquire enough  knowledge of it to appreciate it or to understand it?"

It is true that Masonry is exceedingly complex when looked at through the eyes of the Masonic student. It seems to stretch away on all sides like a vast and unknown continent. As each path is explored it leads to a new vista which previously had been seen only dimly or not at all – and beyond it lies another and another and another . . .

Masonry's Teachings 

But in its more obvious aspects Masonry is not this complicated. It has certain messages to impart, and they can be perceived and understood by anyone who will seek them. In this light then, let us look at the Master Mason degree. While in the limited space of this booklet  only a few points can be touched on, it is the sincere hope of your brethren that you will feel the desire to delve far more deeply into them on your own, and, of course, with the willing help of your Counselor.

Your introduction to the solemn beauty of this degree began immediately after you entered the Lodge: "Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth . . ." The stately words and measured cadence of the twelfth chapter of Ecclesiastes form a perfect prelude to all that follows in the Master Mason degree. To quote from Carl H. Claudy's "Introduction to Free Masonry," a book which every Mason should have in his library.

Read it how you will, the majesty and the awe‑inspiring poetry rings here the solemn warning with a shake of the head and a shiver up the back. . . Remember now thy Creator . . . now, before the fearsome storms of life or the decay of old age is upon you; wait not until 'fears are in the way' to cry for help to the Almighty. Delay not until toothless, sightless, white‑haired age asks for help from on high because there is no help left on earth! Remember now thy Creator while limbs are strong, and desire ardent, while life pulses strong, and the world is all before . . . Remember now thy Creator, in the days of thy youth . . . then shall the dust return to the earth as it was, and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it."

Hiram Abif

The Legend of Hiram Abif is the focal point around which the entire degree centers. While this particular story is found in Speculative Masonry alone, it has its counterpart in some form or another in the legends and folklore of practically all peoples of the world. Always they take a similar form: death by treachery, a search and discovery, resurrection, and reward.

A typical example is this: In the Ancient Mysteries of Egypt we find the story of Osiris, who was slain by his perfidious brother. His body was found by his wife, Isis, after a long search, and he was resurrected and rewarded by being made a demigod in the afterworld.

There are some who believe that the legend of Hiram Abif has been passed down in successive steps from time immemorial. There is no evidence to prove that this is so. Most authorities agree that the legend was the invention of those active in Speculative Masonry in its very early days, and who may have based it in part on some of the Ancient Mysteries of old.

In any event, the greatness of the Hiramic Legend as drama is attested in these words of the great actor, Edwin Booth: "In all my research and study, in all my close acquaintance with the masterpieces of Shakespeare, in my earnest determination to make those plays appear real on the mimetic stage, I have never, and nowhere, met tragedy so real, so sublime, so magnificent as the Legend of Hiram. It is substance without shadow – the manifest destiny of life which requires no picture and scarcely a word to make a lasting impression upon all who can understand. To be a Worshipful Master and to throw my whole soul into that work, with the candidate for my audience and the Lodge for my stage, would be a greater personal distinction than to receive the plaudits of people in the theatres of the World."

The body was dead – its substance putrefied. Hiram Abif was gone, to be seen no more in the temple. But the thoughts of his brethren, as they resorted to prayer in their extremity, were uplifted to a realization of life as everlasting, never‑ending, despite the evidence of the senses. Hiram, raised to the perpendicular, typifies that eternal life.

The Lost Word
The Lost Word is another potent symbol of the Master Mason De​gree, and it, too, has its background history among many peoples of an​tiquity. The ancient Hebrews, in particular, attached great importance to a missing word of Ineffable Power . . . the sacred name of Deity. The fact that it became lost arose through the awe they felt and the fear they
had of pronouncing the Holy Name except in prayer. This custom be​came even more strict, and they restricted its use entirely to the priesthood. Finally they made the use of the name of Deity the sole privilege of the high priest, and even he could pronounce it only on the Day of Atonement, when alone within the sanctum sanctorum, or Holy of Holies. Eventually the name's pronunciation was forgotten by all but the succession of high priests. Some untimely accident may have taken the life of the last such to receive it before he could communicate the word to another, and thus it passed entirely from the knowl​edge of the Hebrew people.

To us the Lost Word is but another term for the all embracing Truth that is God, in which man "lives, moves, and has his being." The Truth, too, about man and his relation, both to God and to his brother man; the Truth, in the finding of which discord of every name and nature shall disappear, and man shall be found in God's image and likeness. Though never in this life may we behold this Truth in its infinite perfection, our tireless search may from time to time be rewarded by a fleeing glimpse, as when a mist momentarily swirls away, strengthening and sustaining us as we strive toward the erection of that spiritual building, that house not made with hands, which some day we shall surely achieve. It is well that in Masonry, as in life, the Word is not yet found, our vision not yet perfect: the goal is yet to be attained. 'Twould not be well were all within our easy grasp.

Space here will not permit examining each of the many symbols in the Master Mason Degree. Reference to Mackey's Encyclopedia will reveal the meanings of the trowel, the pot of incense, the beehive, the Book of Constitutions guarded by the Tyler's sword, the sword pointing to the naked heart, the anchor and the ark, the forty‑seventh problem of Euclid, the hourglass, the scythe, the setting maul, spade and coffin, and, especially the sprig of acacia. The moments you spend in contemplation of these inspiring symbols will reward you richly by a deeper and better understanding of your relationship to God and your fellow man. This degree presents you, in addition to the working tools you already possess, with the Trowel. With it you were taught to spread the cement of brotherly, love and affection.

We promised you that a further significance of the cable tow would be revealed to you. In your obligation as a Master Mason, you will remember, you promised to do certain things, "if within the length of my cable tow." This has been interpreted to mean, "if, under the existing circumstances, they lie within my highest sense of personal responsibility." Illness, for example, or absence from the city, might preclude your obedience.

Your Obligations and Duties


Now that you are a Master Mason you have greater rights and privileges, and also greater responsibilities.

A Mason is obliged to abide by the Constitution, laws, and edicts of the Grand Lodge of his jurisdiction, and by the bylaws of his particular Lodge. Also he must maintain and support the Landmarks and "ancient usages and customs of the Fraternity." A Mason is subject to the laws of the jurisdiction in which he may be at the moment, and also to the laws of his home jurisdiction. For instance, a Minnesota Mason who commits a Masonic offense while in California may be held responsible by either or both jurisdictions.

A Masonic offense is defined as, "Any act unbecoming a good man and true." Upon

being brought to trial and found guilty, the offender may be punished in any one of four ways: by reprimand; by definite suspension; by indefinite suspension; or by expulsion, which constitutes "Masonic Death." One so convicted has the right of appeal to the Grand Lodge, whose decision in all cases is final.

Among your duties as a Master Mason are strict compliance with your obligation; loyalty to your Lodge and the Fraternity; paying your dues promptly; obedience to the laws, written and unwritten, of Freemasonry, and always to maintain your affiliation with a lodge – that is, to remain a member in good standing.

Your Rights and Privileges 

Among your many rights and privileges are these: the privilege of visiting other lodges; the privilege of being vouched for; the right to ask for Masonic relief; the privilege of demitting and affiliating with a different Lodge; the right to trial by your peers should you transgress the laws of Masonry; the right of appeal if found guilty of Masonic misconduct; the right of Masonic burial; the right to appear in public Masonic processions; the right to join in the discussions in your Lodge, to vote, and to hold office; the right and privilege of giving Masonic service; the right to be taught all that Masonry includes, and to enjoy all the privileges it offers to the spirit, the mind, and the heart.

It is also your privilege to recommend a man for Masonry, but once more you are cautioned not to recommend him unless you are satisfied that he will conform to the principles of our Fraternity and be a credit to the Craft.

A Mason's Responsibilities

The most valuable contribution of Freemasonry to the world is to be found in the lives of its individual members. If Masonic ideals are eventually to reach the legislative halls of our country, the houses of commerce and trade, and the shops of industry, they must be carried there by in​dividual Masons; and whatever good Ma​sonry may accomplish in the world will be the sum of the worth of its individual mem​bers. Look not at a brother's failure to live up to our high ideals – look well to thyself!

True Faithfulness


A Mason has carried out his responsibilities of citizenship when he has kept  faith with

his fellow men, with himself, and with his God; in his hand a sword for destroying evil; in his heart the gladness of song; in his mind the purest and noblest thoughts that warm the breast and elevate the soul. When he has shown the world that he is a man of honor and reputation, preferring his duty and the dignity and honor of his country to any degree of popularity and personal advantage. When, by his exemplary character, both in public and private life, he has convinced mankind of the goodness of our gentle Craft.

The Brother who carries his Masonry into the outer world and expresses its tenets in his daily life, is the man who will be most useful in promoting effectively the great ideals we cherish.

Daily Living
Every man is designed by Providence to promote the good of others, not within the narrow con​fines of a restricted policy, but in the broadest sense of charitable consideration for the common good of humanity – and every Freemason should feel his sense of personal responsibility. We live in a won​derful country, with unlimited possibilities, and there is for each of us more to do than simply to live. We must study and work, not for ourselves alone, but for others as well: having in mind the progress of our own country and the peace, prosperity and happiness of all mankind. With the atmosphere of truth and sincerity that pervades our Fraternity , Freemasonry can do much to make America a happier and better land in which to live.

Brotherly Love In Action

Freemasonry always has been actuated by a spirit of Brotherly Love. It has succored the helpless, aided the unfortunate, and given assistance of a broad and practical character to all classes and creeds. It promotes a genuine disposition of unselfishness, and elevates the standard of moral conduct by broad culture and wider mental outlook.

Community Factors

Its influence should be of inestimable value to the public life of the State, and it should be the highest aim of a Masonic  Lodge to so develop men that they may go out into the community and become a living force in the active arena of public life. The field is so wide that every Brother can find some​thing useful to do. There should be no drones and no unemployed in the ranks of Masonry, for it comprises a body of care​fully selected citizens whose individual and collective efforts should accomplish something useful in every walk of life, and for the common good.

A prudent exercise of Masonic privileges within the Lodge enables men to become more useful members of society; and the closer they get to the great public heart the better Masons they become. The wider their service to the public performed by members of each Lodge, and the closer their adherence to the tenets of the Fraternity, the more respected they will be for their unselfish devotion to humanity, both among members of the Craft and by their fellow citizens. 

High Idealism

Since loyalty to the State means loyalty to the whole body of society, this means no mere lip service. It implies real help in the efforts of the State to improve the life of every citizen. And that life is best improved not merely by material gain, but by the maintenance and spread of high ideals, such as the better understanding and safeguarding of liberty and justice (neither of which can exist without laws), and of one's duty to his neighbor where the law does not compel. No countenance should be given to any public or private act which, however remotely, may affect injuriously the peace or good order of society.

Self Improvement

Seek to improve every intellectual gift of nature – however richly nature may have endowed you–with every attention dili​gence can bestow, and every resource that art can suggest. Keep your mental and bodily powers up to the highest possible standard, conserve your energies, guard your health, and devote yourself to such pursuits as will enable you to be useful to your fellow citizens and a real help in the State in which you live.

Alertness

There are dangerous ideologies in our midst – liberty and free​dom always have had their enemies – and adversaries appear in various forms and under various names, sometimes even in the name of that liberty which they seek to destroy. A wise and prudent Mason should weigh well every proposition made, and with calm and serene judgment counteract and oppose every effort that has for its ultimate object the overthrow of that which we labor to preserve.

True Citizenship
There is no middle course. We cannot be sincere Masons un​less we are true to the government and the Constitution. Law and order must be our watch‑words. We should stand like a stone wall for our established customs and institutions, and maintain the well tried system of government which has been handed down to us by our forefathers and which is founded upon the eternal principles of right and justice. At the same time, we should conform only to that which is good and sound. We should not hesitate to express our convictions.

If we are to keep the privileges of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, we must accept the responsibility of supporting them by our daily deeds.

A True Mason 

Joseph Fort Newton ends his great book, The Builders, with a paragraph that has gone around the world. It has been translated into many tongues: "When is a man a Mason? When he can look out over the rivers, the hills, and the far horizon with a profound sense of his own littleness in the vast scheme of things, and yet have faith, hope, and courage which is the root of every virtue. When he knows that down in his heart every man is as noble, as vile, as divine, as diabolic, and as lonely as himself, and seeks to know, to forgive, and to love his fellowman. When he knows how to sympathize with men in their sorrows, yea, even in their sins knowing that each man fights a hard fight against many odds. When he has learned how to make friends and to keep them, and above all how to keep friends with himself. When he loves flowers, can hunt the birds without a gun, and feels the thrill of an old forgotten joy when he hears the laugh of a little child. When he can be happy and high‑minded amid the meaner drudgeries of life. When star‑crowned trees, and the glint of sunlight on flowing waters, subdue him like the thought of one much loved and long dead. When no voice of distress reaches his ears in vain, and no hand seeks his aid without response. When he finds good in every faith that helps any man to lay hold of divine things and sees majestic meanings in life whatever the name of that faith may be. When he can look into a wayside puddle and see something beyond mud, and into the face of the most forlorn fellow mortal and see something beyond sin. When he knows how to pray, how to live, how to hope. When he has kept faith with himself, with his fellow man, with his God; in his hand a sword for evil, in his heart a bit of song – glad to live, but not afraid to die! Such a man has found the only real secret of Masonry, and the one which it is trying to give to all the world."

Masonic Books

It is urged that you learn more through study about this great Fraternity of which you are now a member. Literally thousands of books are available on Masonry. The following short list is given here as recommended reading for the new Master Mason:

A Pilgrim’s Path by John Robinson
The Builders by Joseph Fort Newton. 

Introduction to Freemasonry by H. L. Haywood.
Masonic Symbolism by Charles Clyde Hunt.
The Newly Made Mason by H. L. Haywood.

More About Masonry by H. L. Haywood.

A History of Freemasonry by H. L. Haywood and James E. Craig.
Symbolical Masonry by H. L. Haywood.

Short Talks on Masonry by Joseph Fort Newton.
The Old Guilds of England by Frederick Armitage.
The Religion of Masonry by Joseph Fort Newton.

Freemasonry and Roman Catholicism by H. L. Haywood.

Famous Masons and Masonic Presidents by H. L. Haywood.

Famous Masons by James Alexander Bell.
Old Tiler Talks by Carl H. Claudy.
The Great Teachings of Masonry by H. L. Haywood.
Freemasonry in the Thirteen Colonies by J. Hugo Tatsch.
Symbolism of the Three Degrees by Oliver Day Street.
The Beginnings of Freemasonry in America by Melvin M. Johnson.
The Concise History of Freemasonry by Robert Freke Gould.
Lectures on Masonic Jurisprudence by Roscoe Pound.

Well‑Springs of American Freemasonry by H. L. Haywood.
George Washington, Freemason by Wm. Moseley Brown.
The Freemasons by Eugene Lennhoff.
Freemasonry and the American Indian by William R. Denslow.
Facts for Freemasons by Harold Van Buren Voorhis.

The Grand Lodge of Minnesota maintains a Masonic Book Store at its office, located  at 200 East Plato Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55107. Some of these titles, The Minnesota Masonic Code, and many other titles are available for purchase there during office hours or during special events. Phone 651-222-6051 or 800-245-6050 for additional information.

Many of these may be borrowed from the Iowa Masonic Library, Box 279, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 52406-0279, without charge, save for the return postage. This is one of the great Masonic libraries of the world. Phone 319-365-1438 for additional information.

Short Talk Bulletins on Masonic subjects are published monthly by the Masonic Service Association , 8120 Fenton Street, Silver Spring, MD  20910-4785. They are always interesting, they cost only $6.00 a year, and we recommend them highly. Phone 301-588-4010 for additional information.

Your Masonic Roots:

The Grand Lodge of Minnesota

(1853‑1878)

The Land


The Minnesota Territory at the time of its formation in 1849 was already populated by a mixture of people drawn here by the natural resources of the area. Water transportation and water-power had led some early entrepreneurs to form the nucleus of a lumber industry at both Stillwater and St. Paul. These two original centers of population continued to grow and prosper through the next quarter century together with the budding village of St. Anthony, destined to become the city of Minneapolis.

The Minnesota Territory was then the westward limit of American expansion, but in those days of "manifest destiny," this was only temporary. The Minnesota Territory in 1849 encompassed not just our present state boundaries, but also most of the present states of North and South Dakota as well. Except for two small pockets of population along the great rivers of its eastern edge, the Territory was still the undisturbed home of the Sioux and Ojibwa nations. It was controlled by the presence of Fort Snelling astride the confluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers. The bloody conflicts with the Sioux Nation resulting from the pioneers' westward migration were still in the future, and fur trading in the interior of the Territory attracted only a few active and daring men.

Early Masons


Many early settlers from the eastern and southern states brought their Masonry with them to this new frontier territory. In the growing and thriving villages of Stillwater and St. Paul, these men sought the companionship of other Masons. The first recorded Masonic meeting in the Territory was held on May 31, 1849 in St. Paul. A meeting notice had been published in the first newspaper in the Territory, the Minnesota Pioneer. The meeting was held in a room above the newspaper office.

No written record exists as to what transpired at this, or at two subsequent meetings; it may be surmised, however, that this group of Masons discussed the varied forms of "the work" from their home jurisdictions. They also made plans for obtaining a dispensation to confer the degrees on willing and deserving candidates. Similarly, other Masons were meeting and talking about the formation of a Lodge in Stillwater as early as November of 1849. Not until 1851 would a third group of Masons seek to form a Lodge in the hamlet of St. Anthony.

Pioneer Lodges


In order to form Lodges in the Minnesota Territory, where no Grand Lodge had authority,  dispensations had to be obtained from other jurisdictions. Typically one Mason would request a dispensation from the Grand Master of his home jurisdiction on behalf of a group of Masons known to him. In this manner, the first three Lodges in Minnesota were originally chartered as Lodges of three different Masonic jurisdictions. The dispensation was temporary permission for a Lodge to meet and confer degrees under the auspices and ritualistic forms of the granting jurisdiction.

The actual chartering of a Lodge under dispensation was a more serious matter, and sometimes was delayed for years. For a new Grand Lodge to be formed, a minimum of three chartered Lodges had to exist in the proposed new jurisdiction. The three Lodges thus formed prior to the creation of our Grand Lodge were: St. Paul Lodge 223 of Ohio, dispensation granted August 8, 1849; St. Johns Lodge 39 of Wisconsin, at Stillwater, on October 12, 1850; Cataract Lodge 121 of Illinois, at St. Anthony, on February 5, 1852. Following the chartering of these three constituent Lodges, the Grand Lodge of Minnesota was formed in 1853.

The original three Lodges are of particular importance, but not because of their antiquity alone. The men who formed them were of flesh and blood, and gave their various talents not only to Masonry, but to the Territory as well. A closer look at some of these men provides a representative cross section of the territorial population.

St. Paul Lodge
Minnesota Territorial Secretary Charles Kilgore Smith served as the focal point of Masonry in St. Paul. He was a personal acquaintance of the Grand Master of Ohio and obtained the dispensation for St. Paul Lodge in 1849. He also served as the first Worshipful Master of this Lodge, the first Lodge under dispensation in the Territory. Some other charter members of the Lodge were: James M. Goodhue, Publisher of the Minnesota Pioneer; Aaron Goodrich, Chief Justice of the Territorial Court; and Daniel Brawley, trader. It is in​teresting to note that, when twelve of these Masons met to sign the petition for dispensation, Goodhue at first refused to sign. One man pre​sent, JamesHughes, had not proven himself a Mason to Goodhue's satisfaction. Hughes, a lawyer, was also publisher of the Minnesota Chronicle a rival newspaper to Goodhue's Minnesota Pioneer. Hughes was subsequently dropped from the membership rolls, and left the Territory shortly thereafter. One can only hope that Goodhue was prompted by a proper zeal for the Fraternity in his challenge of a rival publisher.

The first Lodge room of St. Paul Lodge was in the attic of the St. Paul House, a log hotel, and was a primitive facility indeed. The floor was of rough pine boards, with kegs and barrels for the officers' seats and pedestals. A packing case was appropriated from a dry goods store to serve as an altar. The sole capital investment was a set of jewels fabricated by a tinsmith. The illumination was furnished by tallow dips and was both scanty and smoky, but Masonic Light was present in ample quantity. To these rough accommodations came initiates, the first of which was Charles P. Scott who was raised on October 24, 1849. He was the first recipient of the Masonic degrees conferred in Minnesota.

The ritual used by the Lodge at this time was a potpourri of what each member recalled from his own home jurisdiction, complicated by the prevalent inherent differences. The evolution of the Masonic ritual in Minnesota is an entire story in itself. A brief appendix at the end of this booklet sheds some light on it. The second initiate of St. Paul Lodge, Oliver H. Kelly, related memories of his own 1849 reception and initiation, at the fiftieth anniversary celebration of the Lodge in 1899. According to Kelly, he was prepared in a corner of the room which was draped with blankets. His entrance into the Lodge and progress about the room were accompanied by much discussion and debate among the members present as to the “proper nature of the work.” Worshipful Master Smith arbitrated all impasses and delivered an excellent lecture, Kelly related. Obviously this disorganized approach was overcome by much practice since, by 1853 when the Grand Lodge was formed, the Lodge had raised twenty candidates and had conferred one or more degrees on seven other candidates.

St. Paul Lodge met somewhat sporadically in the years 1849 to 1853, and did not file proper returns with the Grand Lodge of Ohio. Thus their charter from Ohio was not issued until January 24, 1853. Of the original three Lodges, it is ironic that St. Paul Lodge was the first to meet, the first to receive dispensation, the first to confer degrees, but the last to be chartered as a Masonic Lodge.

St. Johns Lodge

The  second pioneer Lodge to receive a dispensation was St. Johns  Lodge of Wisconsin, located at Stillwater. In November  of 1849 Harley Curtis, a lawyer in Stillwater, wrote to Charles Kilgore Smith, the Master of St. Paul Lodge. He informed  Smith that he and eight others wished to form a Lodge under dispensation from the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin. Since none  of them was acquainted with the Grand Master of that jurisdiction, Curtis asked Smith to intervene on their behalf. Smith obviously did so, since the dispensation was granted on October 12, 1850. F.K. Bartlett was designated as Worshipful  Master. The name chosen for this new Lodge, St. Johns, was that of Bartlett's home Lodge in Boston, the oldest regularly 

constituted Lodge in North America. Despite this propitious choice of a name, no record exists of any regular meetings for two years. The members surely must have met, at least socially, and also corresponded with the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin,  because on June 9, 1852 a charter was issued by the Grand Master. This made St. Johns the first regularly chartered Lodge in Minnesota. No candidate was raised in this Lodge, however, until August of 1853, after the formation of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota. 

Cataract Lodge

The third pioneer Lodge to be instituted was Cataract Lodge 121 of Illinois. It was located in the village of St. Anthony, now part to Minneapolis. This Lodge was the brainchild of Alfred Elisha Ames, a physician, who arrived in St. Anthony in1851. He was destined to be the first Grand Master of Masons in Minnesota. Ames was made a Mason at Joliet, Illinois in 1840. He then helped form Lodges in four other settlements in Illinois, serving as Master in each of them. Hence it was inevitable that Ames should seek out the Masons of St. Anthony and form a Lodge. With eight other Masons, he was quick to apply to the Grand Lodge of Illinois for a dispensation. This was granted on February 5, 1852, after the Grand Master of Illinois had secured a supporting recommendation from the Master of St. Paul Lodge.

The first communication of Cataract Lodge was held on February 14, 1852 in the home of Ard Godfrey, one of the charter members. So anxious was Worshipful Master Ames to have the entire Lodge in the parlor for this meeting, that he asked Godfrey's sister to serve as Tyler. After the Lodge was opened, the dispensation was read and appointments made. Then the remarkable number of sixteen petitions were received, in effect tripling the Lodge membership! The Lodge subsequently held its meetings in a small Lodge room under circumstances similar to those of St. Paul Lodge. Cataract Lodge had the additional problem of multiple candidates, however, thus ruling out the blanket‑draped corner for preparation. The brethren overcame this difficulty by locking a group of candidates in the nearby grocery store of Emanuel Case. Then, when another candidate was to be received, a window was raised in the Lodge room and a whistled signal given.

Cataract Lodge was undoubtedly the most active of the pioneer Lodges. It received its charter from Illinois on October 5, 1852, just eight months after their dispensation. In this brief period, the Lodge under the indomitable Doctor Ames had received forty-two petitions and raised thirty new Master Masons. Among these were two well-known founders of the lumber industry in the village of St. Anthony, Charles T. Stearns and Franklin Steele.

A Time of Progress

Thus in 1852, the stage was set for the formation of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota. Progress and changes in Minnesota Territory between 1849 and 1852 were not all of a Masonic nature, however. Statehood was only six years away, and the primitive frontier of 1849 was already yielding to the advances of civilization. During the preceding three years, constant pressure was exerted on the Indians by traders, closely followed by the pioneering farmers moving ever westward, resulting in almost one half of the present state being ceded to the government by the Sioux and Ojibwa nations. This confrontation would soon erupt into warfare, but the outcome would be inevitable.

On the national scene, acute polarization of North and South was becoming apparent, and was only temporarily masked by the recently passed Missouri Compromise. Franklin Pierce was elected president in 1852, inheriting the national unrest  which would lead to civil war in only eight years. These issues were, for the most part, remote from the people of the Minnesota Territory. They looked only westward in 1852 for both their potential problems and their economic opportunities.

Formation of the Grand Lodge 

After the chartering of St. Paul Lodge in early 1853, immediate steps were taken to form a Grand Lodge. A.T.C. Pierson, Master of St. Paul Lodge, sowed the first seed. He invited the Masters and Wardens of all three Lodges to meet in St. Paul to form a Grand Lodge. This meeting was held on February 23, 1853, in the Lodge room of St. Paul Lodge. The Masters and Wardens of St. Paul and Cataract Lodges were present, but due to a breakdown in communications St. Johns  Lodge was not represented. Thus the Convention was incomplete, and it looked as if the idea of a Grand Lodge would be delayed.

The original invitation to St. Johns  Lodge had not reached Stillwater until that day. Both the Master and Junior Warden were absent from Stillwater on business, and only the Senior Warden, Henry Setzer was in the village.

Later that night in Stillwater, Setzer called a hurried meeting of the available members, and informed them of the Convention. One member, Abram Van Vorhes, raised an objection. He maintained that, while three Lodges were indeed the legal minimum required to form a Grand Lodge, more would be desirable. He contended that if one of the three Lodges should surrender their charter for some reason, the Grand Lodge would cease to exist. The remaining two Lodges would thus lose their authority to meet and work. Van Vorhes' premonition proved true just three years later. Fortunately, additional Lodges had been chartered by then. However, his objection was withdrawn at that time. Setzer and Van Vorhes left Stillwater before dawn the next morning to represent St. Johns Lodge at the convention.

Meanwhile, awaiting the arrival of the legal representatives of St. Johns Lodge, the convention had proceeded in their absence. A.E. Ames of Cataract Lodge was elected President of the convention, and Pierson was elected secretary. Ames appointed Judge Aaron Goodrich of St. Paul Lodge to draft a constitution for approval. The judge sat up all night writing and, by the morning of February 24, had produced a constitution for the Grand Lodge of Minnesota. It was a concise, but masterfully written, document of only four articles, nine rules of order, and three resolutions. In spite of its brevity, it sufficiently professed obedience to the Ancient Landmarks, and to all established laws, usages, and customs of the Fraternity.

With the arrival of Setzer and Van Vorhes that day, Ames reconvened the convention. The first order of business was to read and ratify the proceedings of the previous day, as if all three Lodges had been present. The constitution was then read and approved section by section, and adopted unanimously. Finally the great moment had arrived! All Masonic prerequisites having been satisfied, the Grand Lodge could now officially be formed. A resolution to this effect was offered by Judge Goodrich, and unanimously adopted by the convention. The members present then elected the officers for the ensuing year: A.E. Ames, Grand Master; A. Goodrich, Deputy Grand Master; D.F. Brawley, Senior Grand Warden; A.E. Van Vorhes, Junior Grand Warden.

The First Grand Officers

Grand Master Ames completed his official family with the following appointments: E. Case, Grand Treasurer; J.G. Lennon, Grand Secretary; D.W.C. Dunwell, Senior Grand Deacon; D.B. Loomis, Junior Grand Deacon; S. Partridge, Grand Sword Bearer; A.T.C. Pierson, Grand Marshall; H.N. Setzer, Grand Pursuivant; L. Moffet and C.W. Borup, Grand Stewards; the Reverend J.S. Chamberlain, Grand Chaplain. It is interesting to note that the Grand Chaplain, Chamberlain, was not even a Master Mason. He was actually raised two days later to qualify him for the position. 

The First Charters


Following the installation of officers the Convention was closed. Grand Master Ames then immediately opened the first official Communica​tion of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota. The only order of business was to grant new charters to the three constituent Lodges. A debate ensued as to which Lodge would be honored with the "number one" designation. Grand Master Ames quickly explained the time‑honored Masonic procedure whereby the original chartering date determined the priority. Thus the first three Lodges were re‑chartered as: St. Johns  #1; Cataract #2; St. Paul #3. The early histories of each Lodge as described above indicate that some dissatisfaction might result from this assignment of #1 to the least active of the three Lodges. The resentment took many years to die out, but at this time at least harmony prevailed, thanks to Grand Master Ames. Thus the first Communication ended, until the next annual meeting should occur.

Who were these first elected officers of the Grand Lodge? Grand Master Ames was a physician and land speculator. The Deputy Grand Master, Judge Aaron Goodrich, was the Chief Justice of the Minnesota Territory. Daniel Brawley, Senior Grand Warden, was a builder and brick-maker. Junior Grand Warden Van Vorhes headed the Territorial Land Office. These men, and also their companions in the appointive Grand Lodge offices, gave freely of their time and talent to the fledgling Grand Lodge.

Before The Civil War
Grand Master Ames served for  two years, providing a strong  hand at the helm. In this period, the Grand Lodge grew from infancy to adolescence. At the Annual Communication of 1855, three additional Lodges were in existence.  These were Hennepin #4 at St. Anthony, Ancient Landmark #5 at St. Paul, and Shakopee #6. At this Communication, Moses Sherburne was elected Grand Master. He was an Associate Justice of the Territorial Court. During his term as Grand Master, a new Grand Lodge constitution was adopted. This document, though revised over the years, is the one which governs us today. Sherburne served only one term as Grand Master. In 1856, he was succeeded by A.T.C. Pierson.

Grand Master Pierson served in the office until 1864. This period of years saw both tragedy and triumph for the Grand Lodge. Minnesota Masons owe much to this Grand Master. His patience and steadiness provided a strong foundation for the Craft, through crisis after crisis. In the fall of 1857, a financial panic hit the Territory. Checks drawn on Minnesota banks were worthless, and many individuals suffered great loss. Some Lodges were forced to require payment of dues in silver or gold in order to maintain solvency. This panic subsided in 1858 with the admission of Minnesota into the Union. The resulting stability was not to last. By the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge in the fall of 1861, the Civil War had already decimated the constituent Lodges in terms of the number of members away in military service.

The Civil War Years
At the Annual Communica​tion of 1861, Grand Master Pierson summarized the situation of the Grand Lodge. He stated that "Every Lodge in the state has lost, for the time being, more or less of its numbers. In some all of the acting members are gone, engaged in the ser​vice of the country" After polling the Lodges pre​sent, the Grand Master decided to not call an Annual Communication for 1862. The situation was desperate. As Grand Master Pierson stated, "Not a company has gone form this state but that some of our Lodges were represented in it; not a regi​ment but that at least one half of its officers were members of our Order." Pacific #10 at St. Paul was an extreme example, suffering a mortal blow. This Lodge numbered among its members many prominent young men of St. Paul, and was the first in the state to confer the degrees in formal dress. So complete was this group's response to their country's call that the Lodge ceased to exist. The charter of the Lodge was surrendered in December of 1861.

All was not completely dark during this period, however. Masonic principles many times transcended the devastations of war. A notable example was the Grand Master of Louisiana who, in spite of public criticism, provided aid to Union prisoners in New Orleans. Some of these prisoners were from the First Minnesota Volunteers, captured at Bull Run. When these soldiers were exchanged, they carried this story back to the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, where it was not forgotten. 

The Military Lodge


In the summer of 1862, with the military strength of the state at a low ebb, another tragedy struck. The Sioux Indians of the Minnesota River Valley rose up and drove most of the settlers of that area eastward with loss of life on both sides. The following year the uprisings spread, and troops were sent West to control the situation. One battalion of cavalry was stationed

at Fort Pembina, Dakota Territory. There were many Masons with this unit and they formed a

Military Lodge under
a dispensation from Grand Master Pierson. Upon the transfer of this unit from Fort Pembina, a renewed dispensation was given to the Masons of the Red River settlement at Fort Garry, in 1864. This was the only instance in which the Grand Lodge of Minnesota was in​strumental in the formation of a Lodge in a foreign jurisdiction.

Grand Master Pierson worked tirelessly during these years to keep the Fraternity intact. He spent long weary days traveling to the Lodges around the state, often in the severest of weather. Pierson was a profound student of Masonry. He was a true master of the "work” and much of his time was spent in teaching it to those Lodges he visited. His efforts to unify the ritual in the Lodges about the state resulted in the acceptance of a standard ritual in 1865. This set of ceremonies and forms was the "Prestonian‑Webb Work," practiced in our Lodges today.

When Pierson first became Grand Master in 1856, only eight Lodges existed. During his almost nine year tenure, another forty‑one were chartered. Most of these can, in one way or another, be attributed to the efforts of Pierson. Masonic growth paralleled the growth of the state during this period. The lumber and milling industries were well established by 1865. The first railroad in the state spanned only thirty miles in 1864, but was a prediction of things to come. St. Paul was linked to the rest of the Union by telegraph in 1860. Gone was the brawling frontier. In its place was a new member of the United States, about to realize the power of its industries and the plenty of its resources. It was at this turning point that Pierson retired as Grand Master in 1864. His labors did not end, however, for he served as Grand Secretary for ten more years, and then in other Grand Lodge offices until his death in 1889.

The Grand Lodge and Reconstruction

In the years immediately following the Civil War, the Grand Lodge grew under the leadership of two Grand Masters. George  Prescott, who succeeded Pierson in 1864, served until 1866. Charles W. Nash served until 1871. Grand Master Prescott was the first man to occupy that office who had been made a Mason in Minnesota. He had been raised in Ancient Landmark #5 at St. Paul in 1854. Nash was one of the original applicants requesting the dispensation that led to the Military Lodge at Pembina. Upon his discharge, Nash had come to St. Paul. He purchased the newspaper then known as the St. Paul Pioneer. This paper still exists today, and is known as the St. Paul Pioneer Press.

These same years following the war saw great suffering in the South. Lincoln's plea to "bind up the Nation's wounds" was to a large extent forgotten by Congress after his tragic death. The southern states existed under the yoke of both military and political occupation. Economic recovery for some of these states would not come until the Eighties, and some were still occupied by troops well into the Seventies. In 1867, Grand Master Nash issued a call to the Lodges of Minnesota to raise funds to aid in the relief of their brethren in the South. The Masons of Minnesota, many of them former soldiers, answered the call. More than two thousand dollars were raised. This was distributed to the Grand Lodges of those southern states which were the hardest hit. This act of generosity went counter to the prevailing attitude of revenge by the victorious North, and should be considered an admirable example of Masonic principles.

The Mackubin Fire

In 1861, the Grand Lodge had found a home in the Mackubin Building. This was a three-story structure, and acknowledged to be the finest building in St. Paul. In 1868, the entire Mackubin Block was consumed by fire. Many valuable records and artifacts of early Minnesota Masonry were lost. This affected not only the Grand Lodge, but also other Lodges and related Masonic bodies using these same quarters. The Oddfellows of St. Paul came to the rescue. They offered the use of their Lodge rooms, free of charge, for as long as necessary. On January 12, 1869, the Grand Lodge moved into the new Masonic Hall, on the northeast corner of Third and Wabasha Streets in St. Paul. They occupied these quarters until 1891.

The Grand Lodge in the Seventies

In 1871, Charles W. Nash retired as Grand Master. He had seen the Grand Lodge come through an era of growth and prosperity, which heralded more to come. He was followed by Grove B. Cooley, who served only a single as Grand Master. Cooley has the distinction of being the first Grand Master to come from a Lodge outside the Twin Cities area. He was a member of Mantorville #11, and practiced law in Dodge County. Cooley also was unique in that he probably was the only Grand Master of Minnesota to be known as a poet. He served as Grand Orator in 1876, giving his entire address at the Annual Communication in verse. The Proceedings of that Communication describe this speech as "a very interesting and peculiar address, a copy of which Past Grand Master Cooley declines to furnish for publication, much to the regret of the brethren fortunate enough to be present." We can only wonder now as to its content.

The next Grand Master, Charles Griswold, held the office from 1873 to 1875. His term saw the preoccupation of the Grand Lodge with legislative matters. Many benchmark decisions were made in his term of office which still govern us today. This is indicative of a transition of Minnesota Masonry at that point away from the basic issue of simple survival, which occupied so much of the Grand Lodge's energy and time in the Fifties and Sixties.

The eighth Grand Master, James C. Braden, completed his first year in office and was into his second year when he died in 1877. His short life of only forty‑two years had been a full one. He had been a farmer, a teacher, a minister, and a soldier. At the time of his death he headed the United States Land Office in Minnesota. The Deputy Grand Master, Edward Durant, filled out the term in 1877, and was elected to the office of Grand Master in 1878. Durant was an early resident of Minnesota, having arrived in 1848.

As we end this brief history of the Grand Lodge in the year of its twenty‑fifth anniversary, we must consider Grand Master Durant as a convenient symbol. How appropriate it is that one of the earliest Masonic arrivals to the Territory should be in an ideal position to observe the very changes which have been described here. In 1848, the young Territory was populated primarily by Indians, with only a handful of settlers at the eastern edge. By 1878 the forests of the North and the fertile lands of the West lay open to development. The great postwar migrations from northern Europe provided the raw material to bring this development to maturity. The tiny settlements of 1848 had by 1878 matured into centers of commerce and transportation for the Upper Midwest. Minnesota now looked to the East for their opportunities, and our economic peaks and valleys would now follow the United States as a whole. The frontier of 1848 had moved westward.
Progressivism had replaced survival instincts in the priorities of Minnesota. The Grand Lodge of Minnesota had followed this same path, which is as it should be. Thus it can be said that through the hard work and determination of our pioneer brethren, and by the assistance of the Grand Architect of the Universe, early Freemasonry in Minnesota survived “the lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and the devastations of war.” Simple frontier survival gave way to the “the rise of cities, to societies, and birth to every useful art . . . and thus, through a succession of ages” our pioneer brethren "transmitted, unimpaired, the excellent tenets of our institution.”

Ritualistic Work in Minnesota 

The evolution of the Masonic ritual used in the Lodges of Minnesota began with the first degree conferred by St. Paul Lodge in 1849. As described earlier, this ritual was based on the memories of those present as to what was the prescribed form used by their various home jurisdictions. That debate and discussion should arise from this circumstance is not surprising; each jurisdiction or state Grand Lodge held autonomy from all others, and in each the ritual had evolved independently. The situation had been further complicated by infusion into the American Masonic scene of two different versions of the work from England, the “ancient” and the “modern.”

During his tenure as Grand Master, A.T.C. Pierson (1856‑1864) traveled extensively throughout the state. He instructed the Lodge officers in one unified version of the ritualistic work. This ritual, commonly known as the “Pierson Work” sufficed well in those years during the war when Masonry almost ceased to exist in Minnesota.

Also during this period a movement was afoot to create a national Masonic organization; the intent initially was to bring to the various autonomous Grand Lodges a measure of unity and uniformity. Grand Master Pierson was an early supporter of the idea. Into the picture strode Rob Morris of Kentucky. He created an organization known as the “Conservators of Symbolical Masonry” with himself as Chief Conservator. The intent of this group was to "regularize" the ritual from within the Lodges of the various jurisdictions. This was done by secretly recruiting key members in each Lodge. A fee was paid to the Chief Conservator, in return for which the local conservator would be instructed in the ritual as prescribed by Morris. This attempt to found a secret sub‑society within the Fraternity met with overwhelming opposition in every jurisdiction.

In his 1858 address to the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, Grand Master Pierson spoke out strongly against the Conservators, and a select committee supported his position. The movement did exist in the local Lodges for a few years thereafter, but died out with the adoption of a recognized system of ritual. At the 1869 Annual Communication, Grand Master Nash announced appointment of five District Deputies responsible for the regulation and teaching of a uniform ritual. This was the "Webb work," which is substantially the same as the ritual used today in Lodges in Minnesota.

Masonic  Governors 
The close connection between the Fraternity and the growth and progress of the State of Minnesota is illustrated by the continual involvement of our members in public life. The list that follows shows  one example of this; it is a list of the Masons who have served as Governor, together with the year that they assumed the office. Also shown is the Lodge in which they held membership.

Stephen Miller (1864)


Prudence #97

Lucius F. Hubbard (1882)

Red Wing #8

Samuel R. VanSant (1901)

Winona #18

Adolph 0. Eberhart (1909)

Mankato #12

Winfield S. Hammond (1915)

Madelia #66 (no longer in existence)

Theodore Christianson (1925)

Atelier #202

Floyd B. Olson (1931)

Hennepin #4

Elmer A. Benson (1937)

Appleton #137 (no longer in existence)

Harold E. Stassen (1939)

Shekinah #171

Edward J. Thye (1943)

Social #48

Luther W. Youngdahl (1947)

Lake Harriet #277

C. Elmer Anderson (1951)

Aurora #100

Orville L. Freeman (1955)

Khurum #112 (now Khurum Sunlight #112)

Elmer L. Anderson (1961)

Tusler #263 (now Tusler Summit #263)

Note: In addition to the above, the second Territorial Governor, Willis A. Gorman, was also a Mason.

In addition to these prominent Minnesota politicians, one Minnesota Mason also gained national political prominence. Vice-President Hubert  H. Humphrey belonged to Cataract Lodge #2. His Shriner’s fez is on display at the Hubert H. Humphrey Center for Public Affairs, locate don the campus of the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis.
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