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GOD SHOULD BE WORSHIPED PROPERLY


Larry Driver


      Man is a worshiping creature.  From the very beginning man has bowed to Deity.  When man did not know Jehovah, he would devise a god after his own image and worship it.  Man needs God.


    Today’s philosophy in worship is that a person can worship God any way he likes. Society has introduced "drive�in movie" style worship where one does not get out of his car. We can worship any way we like, but, is it acceptable to God?  I believe the Bible teaches that to properly worship God, that it must be on God's terms, not ours. In Matt.4:10, when Jesus was being tempted by  Satan,  Jesus replied "You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only you shall serve".   So then, our worship must be to God only.


     Worship is "courtesy or reverence paid to worth; hence honor;  respect (Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary). "Honor, reverence, homage, in thought, feeling, or act, paid to men, angels, or other "spiritual" beings but specifically and supremely to Deity" (International Standard Bible Encyclopedia). One cannot worship properly without obeying the commands of God because it is respect, honor and adoration "paid to worth". Some folks today say they can worship at home just as well as going to a "church" building somewhere, but this is not true because they have not "paid" their worship to God. During different dispensations (ages) various items have been used in public worship. Under the Mosaic law there were items like the table of shewbread, candlestick, burnt sacrifices, incense and etc. God also has a specific worship which He desires and expects today.  Let's take a look at vain worship and true worship. 


 Vain Worship


     Matthew records the words of Jesus in Matt.15:9, "And in vain they worship me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men."   These people were worshiping God  in vain, because it was not as God had commanded.


    In the Old Testament we find an example of how worship was offered improperly because it was not according to God's direction.  Nadab and Abihu died because they offered strange fire in their sacrifice (worship) which God had not authorized. God had said in Ex.30:9, in speaking of the altar of incense that, "You shall not offer strange incense on it."


      What were they  thinking when they performed this sinful deed?    Did they think any  fire would satisfy God?   Did they think this strange fire might be better?    Did they think God's word didn't mean what it said?   Did they think God's laws were made to be broken?   In II Jn.9�11 John writes, "Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God." and Jesus said in Jn.8:31, "If you abide in my word, you are my disciples indeed".


      To go beyond as Nadab and Abihu did means transgressing God's law and therefore makes our worship "vain" or empty.


 True worship


     John records the words of Jesus in Jn.4:24, "God is a spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth". 


    Spiritual worship is from the heart (mind, intellect) and it involves our attitude, which is understanding, meaning and feeling.    Jesus said of the scribes and Pharisees,  "Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, these people draw near to Me with their mouth and honor Me with their lips but their heart is far from Me." Matt.15:7,8


     Truthful worship is worship which follows the teaching of truth, that is the word of God. Jesus, praying to God concerning His disciples said in Jn.17:17, "Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth."


Let's take a look at some characteristics of worship 


 The Object of Acceptable Worship


   Man is not that object!   We have already alluded to  Matt.4:10, when Jesus was being tempted by Satan, Jesus replied "You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only you shall serve" . In Acts 10:25�26, Peter said to Cornelius [who had fallen down at Peter’s feet to worship him], " Stand up; I myself am also a man". 


   God is that object.   God is eternal. God is everywhere. God is all powerful. God is all knowing. God is just, holy, good and much more. There is no man on earth who possesses these qualities. Therefore man does not deserve and cannot be the object of our worship.


  False religions worship lesser beings than God. Some human organizations have  leaders called "worshipful master". Men of this world worship material things. Many denominations place human law and standards above God's law and standards.


 The Character of Acceptable Worship


    "God is a spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth". Jn.4:24  In Josh 24:14, Joshua entreated the Israelites to serve God," Now therefore fear the Lord, serve him in sincerity and in truth and put away the gods which your fathers served".


  The spirit of man is made in the image of God, so the spirit must be put into the worship in order for our praise to reach the throne of God. Animals can be taught to sing or pray but that is not true worship. The worship that a Christian offers to God must be from the heart [intellect] and must be more than an outward expression.
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  Let's mention here some practices that distract others from a spiritual worship.  	


	1. Gum chewing can be distracting.


  	2. Whispering during class and in the assembly.
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 	   3. Passing of notes from one to another.


	   4. Staring into space and not listening or paying attention.


�
  	5. Looking to see what everyone else is wearing.
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 One must engage his spirit into worship, not just merely attend a worship service.


The Standard of Acceptable Worship


    The standard is acknowledged in Acts 2:42 where we find baptized followers of Jesus, "continuing steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship and in breaking of bread and in prayers". Let's look at five items that make up this standard of worship:


  1. Apostles Doctrine  is the teaching of the gospel [good news] that the apostles presented to the world beginning with Peter's sermon on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2. The lessons taught in an assembly of  saints must conform to God’s inspired word. Edification [building up] is included in this verse. 2. Fellowship  is a joint�relationship between individual Christians in serving God. This does not include so�called social fellowship dinners, baseball games and such like, but the harmony of "those of like precious faith" following the teaching and commandments of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scriptural fellowship is jointly participating in worship, and work of a spiritual nature and includes sharing together in  the financial responsibilities of the church. 


 3. Breaking of Bread  is partaking of the Lord's Supper. In Matt.26:17 unleavened bread was used in the observing the Passover. In Matt 26:26�29 the fruit of the vine [grape juice] was used. Christians were to participate in this observance on the first day of the week, Acts 20:7. It is of utmost importance that the Christians heart be in the proper place, I Cor.11:27�29.


 4. Prayer  is a Christian's privilege  to speak with God and is proper to do at any time,    I Thes.5:17. We pray to God because we depend on Him.


 5. Singing  is praising God with our lips in singing and is an expression from the heart. Eph 5:18�19. and Col.3:16 tells us how to do it.


    Truth demands these items be observed faithfully. Acts 20:7    Each Christian is to observe these each Lord's day.  Truth demands these items be observed  without addition or subtraction. II Jn.9    You cannot substitute biscuits and Pepsi Cola on the Lords Table nor use musical instruments to accompany your singing because this becomes sin. 


   Worship The Father in spirit and in truth. They are both important.    Worship God because you love Him.   Do not neglect spiritual duties.


   In closing, we admonish each one to assemble with the Lords people on the  Lord's day to worship The Father according to the truth of His word.
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