Ordained to Eternal Life

Acts 13:44-49



”.



Thesis: One must have the proper attitude toward the saving word of God.



Introduction:’

1.	Definition: Ordained, “tetagmenai” perf. Pass. Part. Of Tasso “to arrange”, “ to set in order”, “to be disposed” and emphasizes the proper attitude toward God’s word.

	“Appointed” would be an accurate translation. (A.T. Robertson” Word Pictures of the New Testament)

	The crux of the problem: Did they believe because God had “foreordained” or “preordained or pre-appointed” them to believe, or, (proorisen (to mark out before hand).

	Did they have an attitude toward God’s Word whereby they would accept it and thus be “appointed”?

2.	Is salvation unconditional?

	A.	Jesus saves those who obey. (Heb.5:8,9)

	B.	Jesus said, “Come unto me all yethat labor ...” (Mt.11:28-30)

	C.	God so loved... that whosoever... (Jn.3:16)



Body:

	The importance of God’s Word in man’s salvation:

	It was necessary that God’s Word be preached to the Jews. (Acts 13:46)

	Faith in Christ is necessary to salvation. (Jn.8:24)

	Faith in Christ comes by hearing God’s Word. (Rom.10:17)

	There is saving power in the Word. (James 1:18-22)

	God’s divine drawing power is exerted through teaching. (Jn.6:44-45)

	The Gentiles had to hear, believe, and obey the same gospel or Word of God.

	The gospel is God’s power to save Jew and Gentile, (Rom.1:16,17)

	All nations--Jew and Gentile--must be taught. (Mt.28:18-20)



	The Jews were not “ordained” to eternal life.

	They were not “foreordained” by God

	God desires salvation of all men. (1Tim.2:4)

	Hel is not willing that any should perish. (2Pet.3:9)

	The Lord’s invitation is to all men. (Mt.11;28-30)

	Paul had preached the possibility of forgiveness tothem. (Acts 13:38)

	The attitude they demonstrated towards the Word of God shows the reasonthey were not saved by that Word.

	“If any man willeth to do...he shall know.” (Jn.7:17, ASV)

	There must be a love for the truth. (2Thess.2:10-12)

	The Jews at Antioch of Pisidia demonstrated about the same attitude of the Jews of Stephens audience. (Ac.7:51)



	The Gentiles were “ordained” to eternal life.

	They were not ordained because of God’s “foreordination.”

	They “glorified God’s word”. (Ac.13:48)

	They persuaded Paul to preach to them. (Ac.13:42)

	They demonstrated an attitude similar to that of:

	Many people on the day of Pentecost. (Ac.2:40,41)

	The eunuch. (Ac.8:30,31)

	The Bereans. (Acts 17:11)

	People with attitudes like these receive God’s saving word and are saved by God. (James 1:18-22)



Conclusion:

1.	Jesus simply and forcefully taught this lesson in the parable of the sower, or soils. (Mt.13:; Lk.8)

2.	Men shall be judged by God’s Word.

3.	They should “gladly receive” theat word. (Acts 2:41)


