What We Believe And Why We Believe It�








Introduction:


	A.	This sermon was designed to answer specific questions for those who


		came to our assembly in order to learn what we believe and why we


		believe it.  I have not been appointed and do not presume to be a


		spokesman for the church of Christ or for Christ on an ambassador level. 


		I am but a simple student of the Scriptures and am trying to preach the


		gospel of Christ.





	B.	Only Christ has authority to legislate.  Matthew 28:18 � And Jesus came


		and spake unto them, saying, All power (authority) is given unto me in


		heaven and in earth.  Human authority in legislative matters is


		non�existence in the Religion of Christ.  Our study then will be first, last


		and always to learn what Christ has authorized in the realm of religion.





	C.	Members of the Lord’s church realize their own personal weaknesses


		and shortcomings but believe in the absolute perfection and all


		sufficiency of God’s plan for the church.





	D.	The whole structure of Christianity rests upon the Divinity of Christ and


		His resurrection.  Romans 1:4(K J V)  And declared to be the Son of God


		with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:





	E.	We believe the New Testament writers were inspired and the New 


		Testament is true and the final and complete revelation from God to


		man.


		John 16:13.  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide


		you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he


		shall hear, [that] shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.


		2 Timothy 3:16.  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 


		profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 


		righteousness:  17.  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 


		furnished unto all good works.





		1.	Since our only source of divine authority is the word of God


			a.  It matters little what I as an individual or


			b.  the church collectively believes in regard to these matters.


		2.	Much of the division and confusion in the religious world exists


			because of the doctrines, commandments and traditions of men.


		3.	The religious world is divided over what the Bible does not say.


	F.	All religious division would disappear if:


		1.	We would all “speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where


			the Bible is silent.”


		2.	Call Bible things by Bible names and do Bible things in Bible


			ways.





	G.	Romans 2:2 But we are sure that the judgement of God is according 


			to truth against them which commit such things.


		John 17:17. Sanctify them through the truth: thy word is truth.


		John 12:48. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath


			one that judgeth him:  the word that I have spoken, the same shall


			judge him in the last days.


1.	Instead of what I believe or my opinion we will be concerned


			about


		2.	What the BIBLE teaches about:


			a.  The Godhead


			b.  Salvation


			c.  The church


			d.  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper


			e.  Inspiration


			f.  The second coming of Christ





I.	The GODHEAD


	A.	Similar terms: Godhood, manhood, childhood, womanhood.


		1.  manhood and childhood � refers to those qualitites that make a


			 man a man and a child a child.


		2.	Godhood (Godhead) � refers to those qualitites that make God


			God.





	B.	Three passages wherein “Godhead” is found:


		1.	Acts 17:29.  Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we


			ought not to think that the Godhead (Theion � divine nature) is


			like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device.


		2.	Colossians 2:9.  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the


			 Godhead (Theiotes � divine attributes) bodily.


		3.	Romans 1:20.  For the invisible things of him from the creation of


			the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that


			are made, even his eternal power and Godhead (Theotetos �


			divine essence); so that they are without excuse:


			a.  In ASV Romans 1:20 “His everlasting power and Divinity”


			b.  Divinity = Godhead = Deity


		4.	Godhead = God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit.  


			2 Corinthians 13:14 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 


			love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you


			all. Amen”


			Matthew 3:16-17.  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up


				strait�way out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were


				opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending


				like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17. And lo a voice from


				heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well


				pleased.


			1 John 5:7.  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the 


			Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.


			a.	How can these three be one?


			b.	Illustrations:


				(1)  Snow = H20, Ice = H20, Water = H20


				(2)  Three drops of water in palm of ones hand, flows into


					one drop when the hand is cupped.


				(3)  Three leaf�clover.


			c.	How are they one?


				(1)  Nature:  the three are divine persons.


				(2)  Design, purpose, objective (the salvation of Human 


				       Souls.)


				(3)  This doesn’t mean they lose their identity or


					individuality:


			It is a “one” of unity.


			(a)  	Note that in John 17:20�21 Jesus prayed for the 


				“oneness” of the disciples as the Father and Son


				are “one”.  John 17:20.  Neither pray I for these


				alone, but for them also which shall believe on me


				through their word; 21.  That they all may be


				one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,


				that they also may be one in us:  that the world


				may believe that thou hast sent. me.	


			(b)	Note also in Genesis 2:24 (Ephesians 5:31 and


				Matthew 19:5)  Husband and wife are “one” in the


				same sense that God the Father and Jesus are


				 “one.”


				Genesis 2:24.  Therefore shall a man leave his


				father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his


				wife: and they shall be one flesh.


				John 17:21.  That they all may be one; as thou, 


				Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may


				be one in us:  that the world may believe that thou


				has sent me.


				I)	The Septuagint translation of the Old


					Testament uses the same Greek word for “one”


					 in Genesis 2:24 as is used by Jesus in John


					17:21


			(4)	The poet has said: “Two minds with but a single 


				thought, two hearts that beat as one.”


		


		d.  Other verses that show the plurality of the Godhead:  Genesis


			1:1; John 1:1; John 1:14; Genesis 1:26; 1 Corinthians


			8:5,6; Ephesians 4:4�6





II.	SALVATION.


	A.  	The most important question:  “What must I do to be saved?”


		1.	Many important questions:


			a.  Will Communism redevelop and rule the World one day?


			b.  What about the threat of economic depression?


			c.  What about cancer’s or AID’s future?


		2.	Suppose the worst happens:  Communism comes back and


			conquers the world and we are subjected to totalitarian rule, A


			 great economic depression overtakes the world and we all die of


			AIDs but we die in Christ (saved).  What have we lost?


		3.	However suppose:  Communism is eradicated from the earth, the 


			world thrives economically and cures are found for cancer and


			AIDs but we die outside of Christ (lost)!  What have we gained?


	B.	The questions “ What must I do to be saved?” is raised and answered


		three times in the New Testament.


		1.	Acts 16:30-34.  And brought them out, and said, Sirs what must I


				do to be saved?  31.  And they said, Believe on the


				Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy


				house.  32.  And they spake unto him the word of the


				Lord, and to all that were in his house.  33.  And he


took them the same hour of the night, and washed their


				stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 


				34.  And when he had brought them into his house, he


				set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God


				with all his house.


			a.  In Acts 16:30�34  A pagan (an unbeliever) raises the question, 


			     “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”


			b.  He is answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou


				shalt be saved, and thy house.”   


			c.  If a pagan asked me today “What must I do to be saved?” I


			would turn to Acts 16:31 and read “Believe on the Lord


				Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...”


				(1)  Since he wouldn’t know what to believe I would “speak


					unto him the word of the Lord.”


			d.	If he repented (as did the Phillippian jailor) I would baptize him


				the same hour of the night (or day).


		2.	The next passage is found in Acts 2.  This time Believers ask Acts


			2:37.  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart,


			and said unto Peter, and to the rest of the apostles, Men and


			brethren, what shall we do?


			a.	Peter answers, Acts 2:38 The Peter said unto them, Repent,


					and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus


					Christ for the	remission of sins, and ye shall receive


					the gift of the Holy Ghost.


			b.	If a believer were to ask me “What shall we do?” I would turn


				to Acts 2: and read vers 38 to him (or her).


		3.	In Acts chapter 9 we read of a repentant believer asking the Lord


			Acts 9:6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt


			thou have me to do?


			a.	Jesus answered, “And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go


				into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”


			b.	Notice the word “MUST.”


			c.	Saul was led into the city, where he prayed and fasted 3 days. 


				(Acts 9:9, 11)


			d.	The Lord sent a preacher named Ananias to Saul who when he


				saw him said, Acts 22:16 And now why tarriest thou?  arise,


				and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name


				of the Lord.


			e.	If a repentant believer asked me, “What must I do?” I would


				just turn over there to Acts 22:16 and tell him to “arise and be 


				baptized and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the 


				Lord.”


				(1)  In an Unbeliever		 �� Acts 16:31


				(2)  If a believer                 ����� Acts 2:38


				(3) If a repentant believer      �� Acts 22:16


			f.	After conversion:


				(1)	2 Peter 3:18. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge


					of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be glory


					both now and forever. AMEN.


				(2)	2 Peter 1:5-10  And beside this, giving all diligence,


					add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 


					6. And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance


					patience; and to patience godliness;  


					7. And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to


					brotherly kindness charity. 


					8. For if  these things be in you, and abound,


					they	make you that ye shall neither be barren nor


					unfruitful in the knowledged of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


					9.  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot


					see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged


					from his old sins.  


					10.  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to


					make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these


					things, ye shall never fall:


				(3)	1 Corinthians 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh


					he standeth take heed lest he fall.





III.	THE CHURCH


	A.	In the Eternal Purpose of God � Ephesians 3:8 � 11


		(Eph 3:8 KJV)  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given,


			that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;


		   (Eph 3:9 KJV)  And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery,


			which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all


			things by Jesus Christ:


		   (Eph 3:10 KJV)  To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in


			heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,


		  (Eph 3:11 KJV)  According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus


			our Lord:





		1.	Matthew 16:18 (1st place found)(KJV)  And I say also unto


			 thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the


			gates of hell shall not prevail against it.


		2.	Ekklesia � the called out


		3.	Pentecost 33AD � Acts 2:47


			(Acts 2:47 KJV)  Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And


			the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.


			a.	Isaiah 2:2 �3 (700 years earlier)


				(Isa 2:2 KJV)  And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain


				of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains,


				and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.


			      (Isa 2:3 KJV)  And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go


				up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob;


				and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out


				of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from


				Jerusalem.





				(1)  Last Days ( Acts 2:16�17; Joel 2:28�32)


					(Acts 2:16 KJV)  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet


					Joel;


 				         (Acts 2:17 KJV)  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith


					God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons


					and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall


					see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:





				(2)  All nations (Acts 2:5,39; Eph. 2:11�13)


					(Acts 2:5 KJV)  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews,


					devout men, out of every nation under heaven.


				         (Acts 2:39 KJV)  For the promise is unto you, and to your


					children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord


					our God shall call.





				(3)  Law from Jerusalem to all the world (Luke 24:46,47)


(Luke 24:46 KJV)  And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:


(Luke 24:47 KJV)  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.





			b.	Before Pentecost all references indicated a future event:


				Isaiah 2:2�3; Daniel 2:44; Micah 4:1�2; Matthew 16:18


			c.	After Pentecost��church is spoken of as existing:


				Acts 2:47; 5:11; Colossians 1:13�14


	B.	Scriptural Names of the church.


		1.	Not a denominational name or title


		2.	Descriptive terms:


			a.	Churches (congregations) of Christ � Romans 16:16


(Rom 16:16 KJV)  Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute you.


			b.	Church of the Lord � Acts 20:28


			(Acts 20:28 KJV)  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,


			over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of


			God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.


			c.	Body of Christ � 1 Corinthians 12:27


			(1 Cor 12:27 KJV)  Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in


			particular.


			d.	House of God � 1 Timothy 3:15


			(1 Tim 3:15 KJV)  But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou


			oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the


			living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.


			e.	Church of God � 1 Corinthians 1:2


			(1 Cor 1:2 KJV)  Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are


			sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call


			upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:


	C.	Organization of Church:


		1.	Universal � no earthly organization


			a.	Its headquarters is in heaven.


			b.	Supreme Ruler is CHRIST � Colossians 1:18; Matthew 28:18


		2.	Local


			a.	Each congregation is: equal, independent, sufficient and 


				autonomous


			b.	Elders, Pastors, Bishops � Acts 20:17, 28


				(1)  Plurality in every congregation: Titus 1:5; Acts 14:23


				(2)  Qualifications: 1 Timothy 3:1�7; Titus 1:5�9


			c.	Deacons (servants) � Must be qualified: 1 Timothy 3:8�13


			d.	Preachers, evangelist: Ephesians 4:11


				(1)  Not Pastors, Not Rev. Psalms 111:9; Matthew 23:8,9


				(Mat 23:8 KJV)  But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master,


				even Christ; and all ye are brethren.


				(Mat 23:9 KJV)  And call no man your father upon the earth: for one


				 is your Father, which is in heaven.


				(2)  N.T. does not have “clergy” “laity” system; preachers


				       not worthy of titles


				      (a)  Some currently used: Youth Ministers, Minister of 


					Evangelism, Ministry of Body Life (coach), Minister of 


					Old Folks.


	D.	Worship Authorized of God.


		1.	John 4:24 (God the object, worship him in Spirit�right attitude, In


			Truth�according to revelation)


			(John 4:24 KJV)  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him


			in spirit and in truth.


			a.	We must not excluded any item found in His word.


			b.	We must not include any item not found in His word.


			c.	2 Corinthians 5:7; Romans 10:17


				(2 Cor 5:7 KJV)  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)


				(Rom 10:17 KJV)  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the


				word of God.


		2.	Five items of Worship authorized by His word.


			a.	Study � Acts 2:42; 20:7


			(Acts 2:42 KJV)  And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and


			fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.


			(Acts 20:7 KJV)  And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came


			together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the


			morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.


			b.	Prayer � Acts 2:42; 1 Thessalonians 5:17


			c.	Giving � 1 Corinthians 16:2


				(1 Cor 16:2 KJV)  Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay


				by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no


				gatherings when I come.


			d.	Singing � Acts 16:25; Romans 15:9; 1 Corinthians 14:15;


				Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 2:12; James 5:13; Hebrews 13:15.


				Eph 5:19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual


				songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;


			e.	The Lord’s Supper


				(1)  A memorial � Matthew 26:26�28; Luke 22:19,20


				(Mat 26:26 KJV)  And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and


				blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take,


				eat; this is my body.


				(Mat 26:27 KJV)  And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to


				them, saying, Drink ye all of it;


				(Mat 26:28 KJV)  For this is my blood of the new testament, which is


				shed for many for the remission of sins.


				(2)  communion of His blood and body � 1 Corinthians 10:16


				(3)  First day of Week observance � Acts 20:7


				(Acts 20:7 KJV)  And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples


				came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to


				depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.


				       (a)  Doesn’t say every 1st day of week!


				       (b)  Exodus 20:8 doesn’t say every 7th day.


	E.	Is the church Important?


		1.	Price � Acts 20:28


			(Acts 20:28 KJV)  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,


			over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of


			God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.


	F.	Is the church the savior?


		1.	NO!  Christ is the savior � Matthew 1:21


		2.	Acts 2:47 the church is the saved.





IV.	ORDINANCES OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER


	A.	Baptism


		1.	We’ve already indicated that the purpose of baptism is to cleanse


			of sins, remit sins or be saved.


		2.	Baptism is not a church ordinance, it is a command of Christ! 


			Mark 16:15�16


			a.	No man or group of men can say who can and who cannot be


				baptized.


			b.	God has said it!


				(1)  The taught ( Matthew 28:18�20)


				(2)  The believer (Mark 16:16)


				(3)  The repentant (Acts 2:38)


				(4)  Those who confess faith in Christ (Acts 8:35�39)


			c.	Baptism means: to dip, plunge, submerge, immerse, burial:


				Acts 8:35�39, Romans 6:3�4; Colossians 2:12


	B.	The Lord’s Supper is also regulated by the word of God


		1.	It is an act of worship


		2.	No man or group has a right; to regulate another’s worship


		3.	We in the Lord’s church don’t practice open or closed


			communion.


		4.	We practice self�examination. I Corinthians 11:28





V.	INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES


	A.	Scriptures are Inspired of God


		1.	2 Peter 1:20�21


		2.	2 Timothy 3:16�17


			(2 Tim 3:16 KJV)  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is


			profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in


			righteousness:


			(2 Tim 3:17 KJV)  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished


			unto all good works.


		3.	Acts 2:4


		4.	1 Corinthians 14:37


	B.	Not “thought” inspiration but “verbal” inspiration


		1.	Acts 2:4


			(Acts 2:4 KJV)  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to


			speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.


		2.	1 Corinthians 2:13


	C.	To deny “verbal” inspiration of scripture is to reject the scriptures.





VI.	THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST


	A.	When Christ comes the second time five things will occur:


		(I believe in this order)


		1.	The age will end with the 2nd appearance of Christ.


		2.	Resurrection of the dead.


		3.	The end of the world.


		4.	Judgement of all men.


		5.	Jesus will deliver the kingdom back to the Father.


	B.	The Bible:


		1.	Jesus will come again: Matthew 24:44; Acts 1:10�11


			(John 14:3 KJV)  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again,


			and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.


		2.	Resurrection of the dead: John 5:28�29


			(Acts 24:15 KJV)  And have hope toward God, which they themselves also


			allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and


			unjust.


		3.	End of the world: 2Peter 3:10


			(2 Pet 3:10 KJV)  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in


			the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements


			shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein


			shall be burned up.


		4.	Judgement of all: Romans 14:12; 2 Corinthians 5:10


			(Acts 17:31 KJV)  Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge


			the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he


			hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.


		5.	Deliverance of the Kingdom back to God: 1 Corinthians 15:24


			(1 Cor 15:24 KJV)  Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the


			kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and


			all authority and power.


	C.	Not only does the Bible teach theses things shall happen but that we


		shall see them.


		1.	If alive or if dead � Revelations 1:7





CONCLUSION:


VII. PREPARATION


	A.	Since no man knows when Christ shall return all should make


		preparation for these events.


		1.	Must be sure that we have obeyed the gospel � 2 Thessalonians


			1:6�9


		2.	We must be faithful unto death � Revelations 2:10


	B.	We each have an individual responsibility to learn what God would


		have us do and do it � 2 Corinthians 5;10; Romans 14:12


	C.	We cherish the hope that this study will aid each of us in our search for 


		truth


	D.	Our prayer is that each of us will be possessed with Love of God and a


		determination to be obedient to his will.
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