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Lolo’s Child


Romeo Candido, Saturday April 13 8:00pm
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featuring: Romeo Candido, Stephanie Comilang, Jayson Camat, Steve Comilang, Ceasar Fajardo, Yvette Leano, Marilou Avita, Joel Recla, Estrella Damian, Perla Andaya, Cecilia Mandac, Caridad Labindao, Jason Beauchamps, Kevin Gayle, Marlo Magsalay

drama: Inspired by his father's death Junior embarks on composing the soundtrack to his life.

After a two year exile, Junior (Romeo Candido) comes home to bury his father, to bury his childhood and to bury the memories that drove him away. Upon his return he discovers that his absence has left his old world unaffected. Jason his childhood nemesis, his longtime love, Sarah and his history of abuse and anguish all remain as he left it … unresolved.

It is through the painful process of self-discovery that he finds the one way to overcome it all.

Music.


The Metamorphosis

Judy Tseng, Friday April 12 9:00pm
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featuring: Judy Tseng, Jack Hom, Gautam Dutta, “Almond Zither,” Kathy Ng, Chia-Chia Chang, Mark Chang, Xiaolei Wang

dramedy: A light comedy about a group of Asian American young professionals looking for love and romance in a racially-affected society. Meet Rajiv, a sensitive ingenue, who somehow can never shake off his buddy-status with all his women acquaintances. Meet David, a 30-year old virgin, whose career and devotion to Mom have stunted his romantic prowess. Meet Cherise, a defensive and deluded woman who idealizes her relationship with her white boyfriend. And meet Shana, a woman frustrated with relationship after relationship. The film seeks to explore dynamics among Asian Americans in the dating realm, while entertaining viewers with occasional witticism and comic delight. 


*Presenting the films of…

Monday:

· Holly Fisher: Kalama Sutta: Seeing is Believing
Tuesday:

· Bob Matheny: Haiku Alphabet
· Patricio Ginelsa Jr.: Control
· Wes Kim: Profiles in Science
· Sandor Lau: God & Shakespeare, Another Man’s Treasure, Milk & Honey
· Kevin Lee: NYC Chinatown: Post 9/11
· TeoCarlo Pulgar: Staccato Fugue
· Leslie Aurelio: Role-Play

Wednesday:

· Kenneth Burgmaier: Ki Ho Alu: Keola Beamer
Thursday:

· Lahilahi & Michael Powell: He’eia: Where Two Waters Meet

· Kevin Lee: Banana

Friday:

· Joan Lander & Puhipua: The Caretakers of Ka Lee

· Judy Tseng: The Metamorphosis

Saturday:
· Romeo Candido: Lolo’s Child

*tentative schedule and program
Kalama Sutta: Seeing is Believing

Holly Fisher, Monday April 8th 7:30pm
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documentary: A trip to Burma is transformed into a meditation on human rights and media. Burma (renamed by the military junta in 1990 to „Union of Myanmar“) is ruled by a military dictatorship with one of the world‘s worst records on human rights. Hence, the restoration of democracy and peace as well as the protection of human rights are fundamental issues in this pristine country that had been isolated from outside influence for nearly four decades. Where hilltribes fetch water with hollow bamboo as the junta seeks business on the internet, Burma shows through startling contrasts how globalization impacts land and people. Our focus is on Burma. Yet, Burma also acts as a conduit to explore the impact of militarism, ethnic struggles, (neo-) colonialism, violence, and our common vulnerability in a globalized world. Testimonies from Burmese exiles leading the struggle for democracy and indigenous rights and from others carry this living history of Burma forward. 

Under the guise of video-toting tour operators, Holly Fisher and Katherine Pieratos traveled to Burma soon after its government launched an ambitious tourist campaign. The stunning footage gathered on the trip is both backdrop and smokescreen for a film that probes appearances and investigates harsher, hidden realities.


The Caretakers of Ka Lee

Na Maka o ka ‘Aina 

(Joan Lander & Puhipua), Friday April 12 7:30pm
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documentary: A Hawaiian family, living on and caring for the land of Ka Lae, South Point, on the island of Hawai’I, is faced with the threat of eviction by the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 
Banana

Kevin Lee, Thursday April 11 9:00pm
Not Available at this Moment
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featuring: Andy Zhao, Xiaoling Zhang, Jackson Ning, Jenny Zhu, Anya Yuan, Lulu Li, Duan Duan, Tony Ling, Jason Schwarz, Kevin Lee

dramedy: Being a father has a peel.

Huang Hua Wen, a recent immigrant from mainland China, lives in a tiny basement apartment in Queens with his wife Qing Xia. The claustrophobic living conditions combined with his wife’s pregnancy and his inability to communicate to people in English, are getting to Hua Wen’s head. When his baby is finally born, Hua Wen knows for certain that there’s something terribly wrong with his life, because every time he looks at his newborn son, he sees a banana.

Hua Wen’s “Uncle” (we don’t know what their real relationship is_ appears to be kindly and supportive of his newcomer nephew. He has given him a minimum-wage job and provided housing – for which he collects the rent. Qing Xia sees through this arrangement as nothing less than extortion – but Hua Wen sees no way out, unless he can learn English and get a better job. The pressures build inside Hua Wen’s head – and his baby is still a banana. 

BANANA is a bold new work that rethinks the immigrant experience in an inspired blend of surrealism and neo-realism, an intriguing mix of David Lynch and Hou Hsiao-Hsien. 

Entertaining, culturally sensitive, and ultimately touching, BANANA depicts the triumph of the immigrant spirit in battling the harsh conditions of their life and the emotional toll it exacts upon them. 
Haiku Alphabet

Bob Matheny,
Tuesday April 9 7:00pm 

(Short Program Begins)
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short: The ABC’s of wood art complemented by the flowing alliterations of a haiku. 
Control

Patricio Ginelsa Jr.,
Tuesday April 9 7:00pm 

(Short Program Begins)
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featuring: Sean Delon, Saki Miyata, Eddie Santapan

short/Experimental: Three minorities are typecasted into stereotypical roles. Frustrated, they all attempt to find those in charge and gain access to the “control room.”


He’ eia: Where Two Waters Meet

Lahilahi & Michael Powell, Thursday April 11 7:30pm

Not Available at this Moment
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documentary: All but abandoned after the devastating Keapuka Flood of 1965, loko I’a o He’eia (the fishpond of He’eia) has gradually fallen to sea erosion, mangrove infiltration, and land development. `
For the last 10 years, one individual has struggled to restore and maintain the integrity of this 500-year old treasure, one of O’ahu’s last productive ancient fishponds. Today, He’eia fishpond is capturing the attention for the community, the University of Hawai’I, and countless young people searching for cultural understanding. 
Ki Ho Alu: Keola Beamer

Kenneth Burgmaier, Wednesday April10 7:30pm
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documentary: Like an inspired west-rising sun, this independent, feature length, video documentary explores the unusually hypnotic stylings of Hawaiian slack key guitar. Not just any slack key guitar, though - the sound and soul of one of the world's recognized Masters, Keola Beamer.

From a musical family that pre-dates Western contact, Keola secures his ancient roots while melding them with modern sound. Career highlights are daunting. Included in those is Hawaii's unmatched, best-selling recording, "Honolulu City Lights", which he penned and recorded in 1978. And Keola has matured to what is now considered the apex of his musical career. As Willie Nelson plainly states in the doc, "Keola's style is the best slack key that there is on the planet." 

History, techniques, Keola's hand-made guitars... these are all detailed in the documentary. But there's so much more in this documentary than the details. While all fascinating and nourishing, it's the MORE to underscore.

If you've ever visited our isles, or if visions of Hawaii have ever fancied your thoughts, prepare to be swept away. You'll discover the ravishing caresses of a crystal-laced White Mountain, while the story of a lustrous lei, told with true hula, allows the hardest heart to weep. A lone owl, anticipating freedom of the blossoming night, inspires you to touch your own magnificence.



Profiles in Science

Wes Kim, Tuesday April 9 7:00pm (Short Program Begins)
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short/comedy/animation: A homage to high school educational films, “Profiles in Science” looks at the work of fictional Dr. Albert Chung, an unsung pioneer in the field of time-lapse photography. 

Though plagued both by technical problems and his layabout son, Dr. Chung presses onward until he makes a surprising discovery. 
God & Shakespeare

Sandor Lau, Tuesday April 9 7:00pm (Short Program Begins)
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featuring: Jason Greenwood, Ben Mitchell, Vivian Tothill

short: Just another old west showdown between God and Shakespeare on the beach.


Role-Play

Leslie Aurelio,
Tuesday April 9 7:00pm 

(Short Program Begins)
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featuring: Saki Miyata, Gerard Lawerence

short/drama: An inter-racial couple struggle with the roles that they play. 
Staccato Fugue

TeoCarlo Pulgar,
Tuesday April 9 7:00pm

(Short Program Begins)
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featuring: Jonathan Green, Alicia Regan, Alexander Sokovikov

short: A strange man takes a haunting journey through the city, hearing disjointed voices that reveal the poignancy of everyday life. The immediacy of a woman’s suffering propels him forward to discover its meaning…


Another Man’s Treasure

Sandor Lau, Tuesday April 9 7:00pm (Short Program Begins)
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featuring: David Ring

short: David Ring runs the Trash Palace junk shop. If he's not there on a Monday it's because he's hunting for discarded treasure on the curbs of Auckland.


Milk & Honey

Sandor Lau, Tuesday April 9 7:00pm (Short Program Begins)
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featuring: Alexis Lam, David Hursthouse

short: God tests man's faith. A theological comedy with breakfast included.
Take a Look: New York City Chinatown Post 9/11

Kevin Lee, Tuesday April 9 7:00pm (Short Program Begins)
Not Available at this Moment
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short/documentary: TAKE A LOOK: NEW YORK CITY CHINATOWN POST 9/11 captures the thoughts and feelings of the residents of New York City’s Chinatown after the World Trade Center disaster of September 11, 2001. Speaking in their own language (Mandarin, Cantonese, and English), Chinatown merchants and residents describe the impact of the disaster on their neighborhood located only 10 blocks away from the former World Trade Center site. The final series of U.S. flag imagery, underscored by a merchant’s singing, illustrate a community’s self-discovery through disaster, one of resounding patriotism mixed with commercial need. 

This documentary was the first to cover the effects of September 11 on the Chinese American community in New York City. It premiered at the Museum of Modern Art as part of an exhibition of filmed responses to September 11. Up to that time this community had been given no media coverage in spite of the personal and financial impact they suffered. It remains an important cause for Asian American journalists and filmmakers to give voice to their community despite barriers of language and access to media. 
_1077635722.doc
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