Thank you for your interest in our home. 

Location: Glen Arbor, Michigan (On Sleeping Bear Bay, 28 miles from Traverse City)

Our home is in the center on Sleeping Bear Bay, half way between Glen Arbor and Glen Haven.  We are in a quiet family area and welcome single or multi-generational families.   Out of respect to our neighbors, we do not allow motorized boats or large gatherings.

We have additional pictures at http://www.geocities.com/arborpinesbaysidecottage
Rental Rate:  $3500 per week

50%  + $200 refundable damage/cleaning deposit = $1950.00 due with reservation

50% due one-month prior to stay.

Entire amount is refundable when we replace your reservation with a new one.  

An honest effort will be made to re-rent your week, should you need to cancel.

Number of Guests: Maximum 8.  

Property Amenities:



100 feet Lake Michigan Private Beach


3 bathrooms


4 Bedrooms (2 with 2-twin size bed 2 with queen size bed)


Air Conditioning in Living/Dinning Room


Air Conditioning in Master Bedroom


Alarm Clocks


Cable Televisions


CD Player


Coffee Maker


Direct Dial Telephones


Dishwasher


DVD Player


Floor and Ceiling Fans


Gas Grill

Lawn/Yard Furniture 

Microwave Oven

Private Driveway

Radio

VCR Player

Voice Mail

Washer/Dryer

Things to do in the Area

Biking: There are many nice places to bike throughout the county there are routes of all lengths and abilities.  Many of the trips can depart right from the cottage.  Our favorite route is the circle loop around the Glen Lakes.  This route includes a great overlook on the South side of Big Glen Lake called Inspiration point.  A very good resource for finding different routes to suite your fancy is the map put out by the Cherry Capital Cycling Club.  You can pick up a map for 7 or 8 dollars at the cottage bookshop in down town Glen Arbor.  

Hiking:  There are some advantages to having Sleeping Bear National Park surround the cottage and that is there are a variety of well-maintained hiking trails.  I will briefly mention a few of our favorites but for a complete list and maps stop by the National Park headquarters in Empire on M72.  

* Empire Bluffs: This is a shorter trial just outside of Empire on Esch Rd.   The trail takes you to one of the most beautiful overlooks' in the area (so don't forget the camera).  This is one of the parks busier trails so if you like to hike in a more secluded setting try hitting it first thing in the morning or later in the evening (it's a wonderful sunset hike)

* Alligator Hill:  This trail traverses the hill directly behind the cottage across M-109.  It's a very short drive to the trailhead.  On this trail winds through a variety of different types of terrain from open fields to woody hillsides.  There are a couple of beautiful overlooks that this trail runs by.  The first overlook is directly above the cottage and gives you a bird's eye view of Sleeping Bear Bay.  

* Windy Moraine Hiking Trail:  This is a great trail for the family.  Found at the trailhead are interpretative learning guides with information pertaining to what you are seeing along the way.  The Trail head is located right of M-109 by the Pierce Stocking Scenic Drive.  

* Pyramid Point: This travels up the point on the East end of the Bay.  Once at the top you'll have a 270-degree view of Sleeping Bear Bay and Good Harbor Bay.  This short trail has a steep climb on the way up and then it's down hill all the way back.  

* Sleeping Bear Point Trail (The Dunes Trail): This trail loops around the point at the west end of the bay.  Its terrain is sandy and a bit hilly but well worth it's many scenic views.  Location: Glen Haven at the end of the road just past the coast guard station.  

Kayaking: There are many places to kayak in the area.  If you don't have a kayak, no problem!  You can rent one.  The crystal river is a beautiful little river to float down.  It's pretty shallow so it's great for families.  If you have your own boat the crystal river empties out into Lake Michigan by the homestead so you can easily kayak across the bay back to the cottage.  The Platte River also has kayak, canoe, & tube rentals.  The Platte empties out into Lake Michigan a pretty site to see.  

Pierce Stocking Scenic Drive:  The national park's scenic drive is a must do if you haven't ever done it.  The drive takes 1 1/2 to 2 hours to complete.  The drive is features many scenic views and some short hikes.  It's recommended you take this drive on a clear day or at sunset.  

The Dune Climb:  People of all ages enjoy the dune climb.  Tire out the how crew on the climb up and laugh out loud watching everyone run down.  There is a trail from the dune trail that goes out to Lake Michigan.  The trail is best done during a cooler part of the day.  Caution: the Dune climb is all sand so do not go on a very windy day.  

Bar Lake:  It's warmer than Lake Michigan, plus if you walk around it, there's an even warmer channel, and you have your choice of swimming there or in Lake Michigan, where it empties out.  It's a great spot for younger children to swim.  

Glen Haven: Is an old town that the National Park system took over.  There are many things to learn while roaming around this historic town.  In the old Canning Company there are a variety of historic boats that the volunteers are more than happy to tell you about.  Further down the road is the old Coast Guard Station.  Tour the museum and watch them shoot off the cannon.  Don't forget to stop in the old blacksmiths shop as well.  A lot of information about the National Parks activities and can found here.  Don't forget to ask for the Parks event Calendar for the week.

Leland & Historic Fish Town: Leland is home to many shops, restaurants, a marina, the Manitou Island Transit, and Historic Fish Town.  The Manitou Island transit offers day trips to South Manitou Island if you're interested in spending one day on the island.  Fish Town is a bunch of old fishing shanty's converted into gift shops.  Restaurants to check out in Leland are Leland Lodge, The Blue Bird, and The Cove.  

Wine Tour: There are many very nice Wineries in the county.  You can take an entire day and hit them all.  If you enjoy wine touring make sure to take some time to check out the local wineries.  If you want to leave the county, Old Mission Peninsula is home to a number of vineyards as well.  Some of the local Wineries include, Good Harbor Vineyards, Leelanau Cellars, Ciccone, Black Star Farms, L. Mawby Vineyards, Raftshol Vineyards, & Chateau de Leelanau.

Walk the Beach: Is simple as this sounds it can be a great way to unwind and spend some time with that special someone or alone.  To the East you can walk the beach all the way down to Glen Arbor, (sounds far it's just over half a mile).  Head to the west and walk down to Glen Haven or take a walk through the National Parks campground.  

We would like to hear about your group and we are happy to answer any questions you may have. Please email or call us if you would like additional information.

Fred & Dianne Nichols

(517) 669-6415
