Outlining
Step One: Construct a proposition, a point to be proven
Components needed to construct a proposition:

· A plural noun (like truths, observations, reasons…)

· A cardinal number greater than “one” (two, three, four…)

· An interrogative adverb (How? When? Where? Why?, etc.)

· The adverb is optional, depending on the plural noun you use

· Without an adverb – There are three observations about God’s holiness

· With an adverb – There are three reasons why a Christian must love his enemy
· A complementary phrase – a phrase to explain the plural noun. When an interrogative adverb is present, it is part of the complementary phrase. 

· In the above examples “about God’s love” and “why a Christian must love his enemy” are complementary phrases. 
Adapted and expanded from Rules for Inductive Bible Study by Paul R. Fink
Let’s construct a proposition about Ephesians 5:1-5
· Plural noun – We can see that verse one is an imperative sentence with an understood [you] as its subject. In other words, it’s a command. So is verse two, and verses three and four list characteristics that Christians should not have in their lives. It can be inferred that Paul is commanding Christians to get these characteristics out of their lives. I’m going to select “commands” as my plural noun.

· Cardinal Number – At first I was tempted to select “four” since there are four verses and arguably four commands. However, this ignored verse five, and upon closer inspection, verses three to five appear to be a single unit. I decided to group three to five together under a single outline point. This gave me three outline points.
· Interrogative Adverb – We don’t need one.

· Complementary phrase – Let’s try “to govern Christian behavior.” That seems in keeping with the spirit of the passage.

Our proposition reads: In Ephesians 5:1-5, Paul gives three commands to govern Christian behavior.
Step Two: Develop the outline. Be sure to describe the text, not just reproduce it. Start with your main points, and then develop sub-points, sub-sub-points, sub-sub-sub-points, etc. until the text is exhausted. My basic outline can be observed below:

I. THE FIRST COMMAND: BE IMITATORS OF GOD – 5:1

II. THE SECOND COMMAND: LOVE SACRIFICIALLY – 5:2

III. [image: image2.wmf]THE THIRD COMMAND: DO NOT BE CHARACTERIZED AS IMMORAL – 5:3-5

I then observed a pattern in the passage. A command would be given, and then explained. I reflected that pattern in my outline:

I. THE FIRST COMMAND: BE IMITATORS OF GOD – 5:1

A. The command given – 5:1a

B. The command explained by analogy – 5:1b

I then observed that the command in 5:1 was made of three parts: a subject (the one commanded), an action (the command itself), and an objective (the object of the command). I reflected that in my outline:

I. THE FIRST COMMAND: BE IMITATORS OF GOD – 5:1

A. The command given – 5:1a-1c

1. The subject of the command – 5:1a

2. The action of the command – 5:1b

3. The objective of the command – 5:1c

B. The command explained by analogy – 5:1d

When you’ve broken the outline down as far as possible, add in the text:
I.
THE FIRST COMMAND: BE IMITATORS OF GOD – 5:1

A.
The command given – 5:1a-1c

1. The subject of the command – 5:1a – “Therefore [you]…”
2. The action of the command – 5:1b – “…be…”
3. The objective of the command – 5:1c – “…imitators of God…”
B.
The command explained by analogy – 5:1d – “…as beloved children.”
My full outline is reproduced below: 

I. THE FIRST COMMAND: BE IMITATORS OF GOD – 5:1
A. The command given (What am I to do?) – 5:1a-1c
1. The subjects of the command – 5:1a – “Therefore [you]…

2. The action of the command – 5:1b – “…be …”
3. The objective of the command – 5:1c – “…imitators of God…”

B. The command explained by analogy (How am I to do it?) – 5:1d- “…as beloved children.”
II. THE SECOND COMMAND: LOVE SACRIFICIALLY – 5:2

A. The command given – 5:2a-2b
1. The subjects of the command – 5:2a – “and [you]…

2. The action of the command – 5:2b – “…walk in love…”

B. The command explained by analogy – 5:2c-2e
1. The subject of the analogy – 5:2c – “…just as Christ…”

2. The actions of the analogy – 5:2d-2e

a. The first action – the loving Savior – 5:2d – “…also loved you…”

b. The second action – the sacrificial Savior – 5:2e – “…and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”

III. THE THIRD COMMAND: DO NOT BE CHARACTERIZED AS IMMORAL

A. The command given – 5:3-4

1. Do not live immorally – 5:3-5
a. The actions disclosed – 5:3a-3c
i. The first action – 5:3a – “But immorality…”
ii. The second action – 5:3b – “…or any impurity…”
iii. The third action – 5:3c – “…or greed…”

b. The actions denounced – 5:3d-e

i. The denouncement given – 5:3d – “…must not even be named among you…”
ii. The denouncement explained – 5:3e –  “…as is proper among saints.”
2. Do not speak immorally– 5:4
a. Immoral speech disclosed – 5:4b-4d
i. The first type of speech – 5:4b – “…filthiness…”
ii. The second type of speech – 5:4c – “…and silly talk…”
iii. The third type of speech – 5:4d – “…and coarse jesting…”

b. Immoral speech denounced – 5:4a, 4e

i. The denouncement given – 5:4a - “and there must be no…”

ii. The denouncement explained – 5:4e – “…which are not fitting…”
c. Immoral speech defeated – an alternate speech pattern – 5:4f – “…but rather giving of thanks.”
B. The command explained by a principle – 5:5

1. The certainty of the reasoning – 5:5a – “For this you know with certainty…”
2. The content of the reasoning – 5:5b-5c
a. Its subjects – 5:5b – “…that no immoral or impure person or covetous man (who is an idolater)…”
b. Its substance – 5:5c – “…has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.”
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***Remember***





Everyone’s outline will be different. The goal of Inductive Bible Study is for you to be able to study the Bible yourself





If yours is different than mine, don’t worry about it. Yours might be even better. ( 
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