BIBLE GEOGRAPHY - Racism
Cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants He shall be to his brothers.
Genesis 9:25
Problem: Genesis 9:25 is often cited to prove that people of African descent are under a special curse from God. It is stated that in fulfillment of this curse, God intends for black people to serve whites, or at least be subservient to them. We will use a Bible Atlas to determine whether this is a valid interpretation.

References: 
1) Baker’s Bible Atlas pp. 37-44, particularly page 39

2) Genesis 9:20-27; 10:1-32

Be specific as you answer these questions:

1) In Genesis 9:25, whom does Noah curse?

2) From whom was the one cursed by Noah descended?

3) Did this progenitor have any other descendants? Who were they?

4) Were they included in Noah’s curse?

5) Was the common progenitor (the man in # 2) included in Noah’s curse?

6) In what land areas did each of these men settle?

7) Where did the descendents of the man cursed by Noah (from # 3) settle?
9) What was the name of the land into which Abraham moved (cf. Gen. 11:31; 12:5 and Chapter 5 of your Bible Atlas)? From whom do you suppose the land got its name?

10) From the geographical description of Joshua 1:2-4, what was the name of the land into which Joshua led the children of Israel (cf. Chapter 9 of the Bible Atlas)?

11) Who were some of the people living in the land then (cf. Joshua 3:10)? Is there any resemblance between these people and the descendants of Canaan in Genesis 10?

12) God told Joshua to destroy all the peoples living in the land. Did he complete this task (cf. Joshua 13:1-6, 13; 15:63; 16:10; 17:12; Judges 1:19-30)?
13) See the Interesting Note. Has the curse of Gen. 9:25 been literally and fully fulfilled?
14) Can Gen. 9:25 be used to support the idea of racial inferiority?
15) In Genesis 9:24-27, is there any sense in which all of Ham’s descendants are “cursed”?
Adapted from BIBL 350 Bible Atlas Drill by Dr. Paul Fink

Interesting Note





David and Solomon completed the job that Joshua had started (# 12). 





The Syrians, Canaan’s descendants, were subdued by Alexander the Great in 333 B.C. 





The Phoenicians, Canaan’s descendants, had a colony in North Africa known as Carthage. Rome subdued Carthage in the Third Punic War (149-146 B.C.).
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