SENTENCE DIAGRAMMING FOR BIBLICAL EXEGESIS
Part One: Marking Your Sentence
 To the Biblical expositor committed to the literal interpretation of Scripture, sentence diagramming provides two invaluable services:
1. It shows the basic structure of Biblical passages, and

2. It enables the expositor to construct an accurate outline.
This lesson will teach you how to mark your sentence in preparation for diagramming. As you become a better diagram, you may find marking unnecessary. But as a beginner, it is very helpful.
Steps to marking off a sentence:
1. Identify any introductory words/conjunctions (for, therefore, and, but) and box them off.
2. Identify phrases
a. Prepositional phrases – set them off by parenthesis ( ).
b. Other phrases – set them off by brackets [ ].

3. Identify and underline verbs twice
4. Identify and underline nouns and pronouns once
5. Identify determiners  and label them “D”
a. Articles (a, an, the)

b. Demonstrative pronouns (this, that, these, those) – only when they don’t function as a noun

c. Adjectives (small, happy, first, etc.)

d. Numerals (1, 2, 3, etc.)

6. Identify adverbs (words that tell how or why) and label them “AdV”
7. Among the verbs, identify the main verb and label it “V”

8. Among the nouns, identify the subject or object/predicate nominative (if it follows a linking verb), and label them both “N”
9. [image: image1.wmf]Identify parallel words and mark them with a 
Two examples: 
Ex. 1
“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;” Ephesians 5:1 NASB
1. Introductory words –
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children
“as beloved children” is an phrase that functions as an adverb
2. Phrases – 

Therefore be imitators (of God,) [as beloved children]

3. Verbs – 

Therefore be imitators (of God,) [as beloved children]
4. Nouns and pronouns –

Therefore be imitators (of God,) [as beloved children]
5. Determiners – 
                                                               D
Therefore be imitators (of God,) [as beloved children]
6. Adverbs – no adverbs in this one.
7. Main Verb – 
                 V                                             D

Therefore be imitators (of God,) [as beloved children]
“be” is a linking verb. It links the subject to an noun or adjective
8. Subject and object – We have a problem. We might be tempted to say “imitators” is the subject because it’s the only noun outside of parenthesis or brackets. But “imitators” is the object. Why is that? Simple. “Be imitators of God” is a command, and every command has an understood “you” as the subject. This is called a “ghost.” So label the sentence as follows:
                N - ghost  V       N                                   D

Therefore                be imitators (of God,) [as beloved children]
Notice that imitators is a predicate nominative since it follows a linking verb.
9. Parallel words – There are no parallel words in this example.
Ex. 2
“For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 1:6 NASB
1. Introductory words
 – “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”
2. Prepositional phrases – 
For I am confident (of this very thing, that He [who began a good work (in you)] will perfect it (until the day (of Christ Jesus))).
3. Verbs – 
For I am confident (of this very thing, that He [who began a good work (in you)] will perfect it (until the day (of Christ Jesus))).

4. Nouns and pronouns – 
For I am confident (of this very thing, that He [who began a good work (in you)] will perfect it (until the day (of Christ Jesus))).

5. Determiners – 
                                      D     D                                               D  D 

For I am confident (of this very thing, that He [who began a good work (in you)] will 
                         D

perfect it (until the day (of Christ Jesus))).
6. Adverbs – there are no adverbs in this example. However there prepositional phrase “until the day of Christ Jesus” functions as an adverbial phase If the verse read “…He who quickly began a good work…”, then quickly would be an adverb.
7.  Main verb - 

           V                        D     D                                               D  D 

For I am confident (of this very thing, that He [who began a good work (in you)] will 

                         D

perfect it (until the day (of Christ Jesus))).
8. Subject and object-

       N  V                        D     D                                              D  D 

For I am confident (of this very thing, that He [who began a good work (in you)] will 

                         D

perfect it (until the day (of Christ Jesus))).

There does not appear to be an object in this example. However, some grammarians would argue that the prepositional phrase “of this very thing, that…until the day of Jesus Christ” is in fact one large direct object. This is perfectly acceptable for the Biblical expositor.

9. Parallel words – 

       N  V                        D     D                                                                  D  D 

For I am confident (of this very thing,           that           He [who began a good work (in 
                                           D

you)] will perfect it (until the day (of Christ Jesus))).

Parallel words are words that both refer to the same object. Paul is confident of “this very thing”. “That” identifies the thing. “He who began…” is the thing.
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The most important diagramming rule is: 





DON’T GET DISCOURAGED!





It’s hard work, but it’s for a purpose.
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