THIS IS WORD-FOR-WORD FROM MY NOTES; SOME MAY SOUND STRANGE:

64A

Meanwhile those who were brought down to me as if Christians, I followed this method.  I interrogated them themselves whether they were Christians.  Confessing I asked them again and a third time, having threatened punishment; persevering, I ordered them to be led [to death].

For I didn’t doubt what ever it was they were confessing to that stubbornness, certainly and inflexible obstinacy must be punished.  There were others of similar madness whom, because they were Roman citizens, I made that they should be sent back to the city.

Soon by that investigation, as accustomed to happen, as the accusations spread more cases came to light.  A notice without a name was put forth containing the names of many.  Those who denied that they were Christian or had been, by my going ahead [as I dictated], when they named the gods and prayed with incense and wine to your image, which because of this [I] had ordered to be brought ahead, with the statues of the gods.  Besides, they cursed Christ, none of which is said that those [who] are truly Christian are able to be forced [to do], I thought they should be sent away [NOT to death].

Others were named by the informer and said that they were Christians and soon denied [it]; indeed had been but had stopped, certain ones before three years [ago], certain ones more years before, not no one [some] even twenty years ago.  All of these also worshipped your image and the other gods also and spoke badly or Christ.  They affirmed [asserted] moreover that this had been the total [sum] of their fault or error, the fact that they had been accustomed to come together on an appointed day a little before dawn to sing a song to Christ as if a god, chanting back and forth not to bind themselves by an oath, not for any crime, not to commit theft, not to commit robberies, not to commit adultery, not to betray faith, [and] not to deny a deposit when called upon.  After these things were completed [said], [they said] that there was this custom to them of leaving and again coming back to take food.

Nevertheless ordinary and harmless, the fact that they [had] stopped doing this after my edict, in which I had vetoed there to be social clubs according to your mandate, I believed it was more necessary to ask [seek]  through torture two maidservants who were said to be deacons what was the truth.  I found nothing else except perverse and excessive superstition.
64B

Trajan Greets Pliny

You followed the procedure which you ought to have, my Secundus, in examining the cases of these who had been brought to you as if Christians.  For nothing is able to be decided in all respects, which might provide a certain fixed rule.  They must not be hunted down; if they are handed down and denounced, they must be punished, but with this stipulation that he who has denied that he is Christian and explicitly made it clear, that is by worshipping our gods, although he was formerly suspected, he should gain pardon from his repentance.  Notices without authority put out ought to hold place in no charge for it is the worst example and it is not of our reign.

