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By Leean Miller (and others?)

Newcomers and Natives
- lots of immigrants. Most were Irish, next most were German

 

Expectations and Realities
- many came for religious freedom

- immigrating was harsh. Getting out of ports was tough

- upon landing, immigrants realized that farming was hard in America

- Germans went into the Midwest, Irish went to cities in the northeast

- Germans and Irish concentrated themselves in cities, and made up huge proportions of city population

 

The Germans
- Germans were a diverse group

- Germans were bound together by their language

- Germans stuck together and formed their own militia and fire companies

- self-sufficient- didn’t have to go outside their neighborhoods

- less politically influential than the Irish

 

The Irish
- immigrants from Ireland were increasingly poor Catholics

- potato famine in Ireland cause 1.8 million Irish to come to the US after 1845

- some Irish managed to struggle their way up the social ladder

- women became widows quickly

 

Anti Catholicism, Nativism, and Labor Protest
- Irish were Catholic, Protestants didn’t like that

- Morse suggested that the flow of Catholics into the country was a European conspiracy

- nativist groups make a political counterattack against Catholics

- lots of little religious arguments. What version of the Bible to use, etc

- Protestant workers thought Catholic immigrants were threads to their jobs

- Land reformers argued that workers interests and the industrial order couldn’t go together

- Irish organized a big strike in the 1840’s in NYC

- in the 1840’s only 1 % belonged to labor unions

- in 1840’s – move for a shorter workday

 

Labor Protest and Immigrant Politics
- Irish and Germans were overwhelmingly Democratic

- immigrants saw the Democrats as more sympathetic to the common people than the Whigs

- Whigs push for less drinking pushed away Irish and German

- Whigs wanted school reforms, which pushed away immigrants

 

 

 

 

The West and Beyond
 

The Far West
- Spain had disputed control of Texas and California, and the US wanted them

 

Far Western Trade
- Cattle hides were hot items to trade for

- people traded with Californios – Hispanic people born in California

- American traders posed a threat to the beaver more than they did to the Mexican provinces

- relations were good in the 1820s, but Americans and Mexicans were so different that conflict could arise at any time

 

Mexican Government in the Far West
- the mission was the key instrument for Spanish expansion

- Spanish mixed Church and State

- Mexico “secularized” the missions

- Mexicans couldn’t rely on the military for protection from Indians

 

The American Settlement of Texas
- people settle in Texas, many to grow cotton

- Mexicans thought that American settlers would live peacefully under their rule

- Austin got a huge land grant from Mexico

- Americans were a mixed blessing for the Texans

- American settlers distrust Mexicans

- in 1830 Mexico closed Texas to further immigration from the US
- in 1834 Austin got the immigration thing repealed

 

The Texas Revolution
- Santa Anna (the leader of Mexico) did not like the idea of Texas’ independence

- Small Texan troops did lots of damages on Mexican troops, but lost in the end

- Sam Houston was chosen to be president when Texas declared independence from Mexico

- Houston led an attack, captured Santa Anna, and forced him to sign a treaty recognizing Texas’s independence

 

American Settlements in California, New Mexico, and Oregon
- California and New Mexico were much less accessible

- Stories about California attracted settlers

- The Willamette Valley in Oregon was very attractive to settlers. “pigs running wild”

 

The Overland Trail
- started in Independence. Indians weren’t as big of a problem as people though.

- harsh journeys to the west

- Donner party turned to cannibalism

- californios felt little allegiance to anywhere

 

The Politics of Expansion
 

The Whig Ascendency
- Whigs had Harrison as president and wanted to stimulate economic recovery

- Whigs proposed a compromise tariff. Money would go to states for internal improvements

- Harrison died, John Tyler came into office

- Tyler used the veto to shred his party’s program

- Whigs didn’t get the revenue, so their couldn’t be internal improvements 

 

Tyler and the Annexation of Texas
- Tyler wanted another term, didn’t have a good domestic record, but did have good foreign policy

- Tyler got some land from Great Britain near Maine and New Brunswick

- Tyler thought he could get a following if he annexed Texas

- Calhoun and Tyler tried to annex Texas

- their treaty is rejected on the Senate

 

The Election of 1844
- Tyler didn’t have a party to run for and couldn’t make it as an independent

- Van Buren said he would go with Congress on the Texas issue

- There was a deadlock in the Democratic race, so they elected Polk, a “dark horse”

- Polk wanted to annex Texas

- Clay opposed annexation

- Clay’s running mate was a staunch Protestant. Alienated Catholics

- Polk wins

 

Manifest Destiny
- Americans showed that they wanted to expand to the Pacific by electing Polk

- many Northern Whigs thought Manifest Destiny was to expand slavery

- Democrats liked expansionism

- The poor agreed with the expansionists on many issues, including slavery

 

Polk and Oregon
- Democrats said they wanted to expand to Oregon too

- Polk wanted to split Oregon at the 49th parallel to avoid war with Britain

- Polk gave an ultimatum to Britain, Britain chooses to negotiate instead of fighting, and Oregon is split at 49th parallel

 

The Origins of the Mexican War
- Mexicans owed 2 million to US citizens, and wanted to keep Texas from joining the US

- Mexicans said that joining the US would be a declaration of war

- Polk claimed that the southern boundary of Texas was the Rio Grande

- Polk wanted to annex a lot more territory than was a part of independent Texas

- Polk moved troops to the edge of the disputed area

- Americans wanted Cali too

- Taylor sent to the Rio Grande

- Polk wanted Mexicans to attack Taylor so there would be more unity among Americans

- Mexicans crossed the Rio Grande and attacked

- Polk triumphed over all his opposition, from many sides

 

The Mexican War
- Mexico had an army 4 times the size of the American army

- Mexicans fought bravely but with little success

- Taylor won a bunch of battles

- Polk took half of Taylor’s men and gave them to general Winfield Scott after Taylor ran out of supplies

- Santa Anna led 20,000 against Taylor, but failed because of the Americans superior artillery

- New Mexico and California both fall easily into American hands

- Winfield Scott captured Mexico City after capturing some key forts

- Americans had better military and artillery, but yellow fever hurt them

- The United States got lots of Western states, but didn’t want to annex Mexico itself

 

The Mexican War in the Popular Mind
- Romance and patriotism gripped the popular mind. Mexican War was better reported than any previous war

- the war made Taylor a military hero

 

Intensifying Sectional Divisions
- tariff of 1846 slashes all duties to the minimum

- Polk’s presidency tilted in favor of the South

- to Polk, the Missouri Compromise was a permanent solution to the slavery issue

 

The Wilmot Proviso
- wanted to prohibit slavery in territories acquired by negotiations with Mexico

- Polk didn’t like it

- proviso was opposed by Calhoun who said that the constitution protected their property

 

The Election of 1848
- Whigs wanted national banking and high tariffs

- Wilmot Proviso allowed the Whigs to show themselves as the only friends of the South

- Whigs presented Taylor as the ideal man and ran him without a platform

- Democrats could not support Wilmot or Calhoun, because of sectional splits

- Neither party could ignore the slavery issue very well.

- “Free Trade, Free Labor, Free Speech, Free Men” – Free – Soil party, nominates Van Buren

- Free-Soilers actually made some grounds

 

 
 
The California Gold Rush
- Gold is found, people go, few get much of worth.

