Derek Hommel – AP American History - Chapter 8 Vocabulary 


Infidel: one who has no religious beliefs or disdains a particular religion, especially Christianity; Jefferson’s opposition accused him of being an infidel due to his doubts on some Christian doctrines

Albert Gallatin: Jefferson’s Swiss secretary of treasury; agreed with Jefferson on elimination of National Debt, which forced the government to instate taxes to take money away from their supporters, the farmers, and into the creditors

Tripolitan (Barbury) Pirates: Pirates, encouraged by the local Muslim states, who looted North African waters and demanded tribute from countries for ‘protection’ in order to gain money

Judiciary Act of 1801: Federalist-sponsored act to establish more federal judgeships and reduce the Supreme Court judges from 6 to 5; let the Federalists appoint more judges while eliminating Jefferson’s opportunity to appoint a Supreme Court judge; Republicans saw this as Federalists’ attempt at securing the judiciary branch

Midnight judges: judges appointed at the end of Adams’ term as President; all were prominent Federalists and related to Federalist judge John Marshall, who was purported to have written the Judiciary Act of 1801

Marbury v. Madison: William Marbury, appointed by Adams on his last day as President, did not get his papers and Madison, the new secretary of state, refused to give them up; Marbury demanded Supreme Court to force Madison to hand over the papers (mandamus) but lost the case; Marshall declared Congress’ declaration giving courts right to mandamus unconstitutional

Impeach: to legally challenge a [person in] office; Republicans attempted to impeach two Federalist judges; Pickering, an insane drunk, was convicted, but Chase, a strong Federalist, was acquitted

Lewis and Clark Expedition: Expedition planned by Jefferson to scout Louisiana Purchase; Virginian Lewis and Clark were to study wildlife, climate and geography as well as gather information on the natives and scout for economic possibilities such as fur trading

Sacajawea: wife of Charbonneu, hired guide of Lewis and Clark; a young Shashone who was knowledgeable on survival in the wilderness, was able to help with Native American dealings and aided in various other ways

Aaron Burr conspiracy: Burr and Wilkinson, governor of Louisiana territory and spy to Spain, conspired to arrange several western states to secede and to conquer Spain and Florida; Wilkinson betrayed Burr and sided with Jefferson, who denounced the conspiracy and tried Burr for treason; Burr was acquitted for treason but still under indictment for Hamilton’s murder when he fled to France to try to scheme with Napoleon; he later returned to US and died

Britain’s Orders of Council: trade regulations that established a blockade around French-controlled ports in Europe; attempted to cut off United State’s trade with France

Napoleon’s Continental System (Berlin and Milan Decrees): France’s response to Orders of Council; declared that any ship obeying British regulations was subject to seizure by France; prevented United States from trading with Britain

Impressment: British practice of ‘reclaiming’ British sailors who deserted to United States; often the British Navy impresses American-born citizens and sailors who had become American citizens, which humiliated and frustrated the Americans

Chesapeake Affair: The HMS Leopard attacked the USS Chesapeake frigate off Virginia and forced it to surrender; enraged America because Britain had seized alleged deserters off a government ship

Embargo Act: prohibited ships from shipping goods from American ports to foreign ports; techincally allowed imports still, but actually discouraged them as well; hurt New England and farming economy, since goods could not be sold; later revoked for Non-Intercourse Acts

Non-Intercourse Acts: enacted after the repeal of the Embargo Act; opened American trade to all nations except Britain and France and gave president power to reinstate trade with either nation if they accepted America’s rights as neutrals; failed because neither Britain nor France would accept America’s terms, and America was hurt from their lack of participation in Europe’s economic boom

Macon’s Bill No. 2: reinstated trade with both Britain and France and promised to stop trading with either if the other country repealed its trade restrictions; Napoleon promised to do so, but was lying

John C. Calhoun: South Carolina war hawk

War hawks: politicians who thought British policies were at fault for America’s economic troubles and therefore wished to go to war; mainly appealed to Southerners and Westerners

Tecumseh and the Prophet: Tecumseh was Shawnee chief and the Prophet was his brother; sought to unite tribes in Ohio and Indiana territories and rid natives of ‘white’ evils of alcohol and new customs; their actions were construed as British conspiracy and were quelled by William henry Harrison

William Henry Harrison: governor of Indiana territory; led army against Shawnees at Tippecanoe; later defeated more natives and British at Battle of Thames

Battle of Tippecanoe: Convinced the Shawnees were working for the British, Harrison had led Indiana army against a Shawnee camp and massacred them, angered, the Shawnees under the Prophet fought back in the ensuing battle of Tippecanoe on the Tippecanoe River; the Shawnees lost; Tecumseh joined the British and harrison became a hero

Captain Perry and the Battle of Lake Erie: inth e winter of 1812-1813, Perry constructed a small naval fleet; destroyed a British squadron at Put-in-Bay

Battle on the Thames: Harrison defeated a combined British and Indian force; Tecumseh died in battle (purportedly at Colonel Johnson’s hand)

Treaty of Ghent: Britain did not get any territorial concessions; status quo ante bellum enforced; boundary between US and Canada fixed

Status quo ante bellum: ‘status [of affairs] before war’; Treaty of Ghent established this between US and Britain

Battle of New Orleans: battle between British forces and Jackson’s forces; after the Treaty of Ghent was signed but before news reached America; Jackson slaughtered the British, killing 2000 including General Prakenham, while only losing 13 men

Hartford Convention: Federalist convention; previously some northern states had thought of secession; wanted to reassert New England by abolishing 3/5 Clause, require a 2/3 Congress vote to declare war, and restrict presidential requirements and foreign policy, such as embargoes.

Henry Clay and the American System: Kentucky Republican; wanted to make America economically self-sufficient

Internal improvements: Public works; Federal support for them was large aspect of Federalist policy; problematic for Republicans, who believed that a Constitutional amendment was necessary to authorize it; therefore Madison vetoed an internal improvements bill

Era of Good Feelings: term coined by newspaper for the ‘reconciliation’ between Republicans and Federalists during Madison and Monroe’s presidencies; due to Republicans’ attempt at assimilating Federalist ideals and a surge of nationalism following the War of 1812

Dartmouth College v. Woodward: New Hampshire wanted to make Dartmouth a state school; Marshall concluded that the school’s charter, from Britain, was still legit as a contract and that a state could not void a contract

McCulloch v. Maryland: issue was that Maryland could tax the Baltimore branch of the National Bank; it was ruled that national service could not be taxed by a state government; Republicans were upset, as the bank had recently come under fire for creating stricter loan policies and creating a depression, and now it had been ruled to be supreme over state governments

Missouri Compromise: Missouri wanted to be a slave state, which would upset the balance in the Senate between slave and free states; Maine was admitted as free state; lands below 36th parallel in Louisiana Territory could apply to be a slave state, anything above had to be free; Missouri could not discriminate against black citizens from other states, but could decide about citizenship within its own lands

John Quincy Adams: converted from Federalist to Republican after  backing Louisiana Purchase and the embargo; served as ambassador to Russia and helped negotiate Treaty of Ghent; as secretary of state, the Rush-Bagot and Adams-Onis Treaties were signed

Rush-Bagot Treaty( 1817): demilitarized Great Lakes; signed between Britain and US

British-American Convention: fixed the boundary between Canada and US; Americans got fishing rights in Newfoundland

Adams-Onis Treaty: Spanish scared into treaty by debate over west Florida and US aggressions; Spain ceded Florida and agreed to western border of Louisiana Territory border

Monroe Doctrine: made so that US did not look like it was just agreeing with Britain’s similar request for a joint-enforcement; stated that US was to be neutral in foreign affairs unless their interests were involved, that the whole American continents were off-limits to European colonization, and any attempt would be seen as a hostile act
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