AP History – Discussion Questions (single sheet) – Derek Hommel


1. British: “The British saw the natives as an obstacle in the development of their colonies, and frequently clashed with the natives as they expanded their colonies.”

Economic: despite initial peaceful coexistence in such British colonies as Massachusetts Bay and Virginia under John Smith, building tensions led to conflict.  British often expected to be aided and fed by the natives, who did not always live up to this expectation.  As British colonies expanded, such incedents as the Anglo-Powhatan wars erupted.

Cultural: The Puritans created Praying Towns and passed laws that forbade Native Americans from worshipping their gods.  Inth e Praying Towns, people such as John Eliot worked to bring Christianity to the natives.

Spanish: “The Spanish saw natives as a source of labor and exploited them in their quest for gold and riches in the New World”

Economic: The Spanish saw natives as a source of labor and enslaved them on encomiendas where they plundered under Spanish rule.  The natives, however, did not last long under the strain placed upon them by the foreign diseases spread by the Spanish.

Cultural: At first, the explorer Cortez was seen as a god by the natives.  Conqistadores quickly plundered the area using their superior weapons and their horses.  Spanish diseases also wiped out large numbers of natives.  Later, the Spanish would issue a proclamation to convert the natives to Christianity.

2. “In the British colonies, religious freedom varied from region to region.”

Puritans and Massachusetts Bay: Even though they had fled to America to establish freedom from religious persecution, they had an established, or state-sponsored, church and frowned upon people that had differing beliefs.  One such example is Anne Hutchinson, banned for her radical views on the non-elect of the Puritan society.

Roger Williams and Rhode Island: only New England colony to practice freedom of religion.

Virginia and the Chesapeake society: The Chesapeake society, though officially belonging tot he Church of England, had little clergymen and felt religion very lightly.  

West Indies: Little religion existed in this colony, where greed even overcame impending short life spans, as plantation owners moved here to make a quick profit before they were overcome by disease.  Rum, being readily available, replaced religion as a way to reconcile grief.

3. “The Great Awakening was not a deliberate attempt to undermine the Enlightenment, but occurred because of outside pressures.”

Enlightenment: a period before the Great Awakening that focused on order, logic and the advancement of knowledge

Great Awakening: Religious movement brought on by a series of accidents, which served as a catalyst for the underlying stresses of the colonists

Causes of Great Awakening:

Long-term: stresses concerning the near-poverty and lack of worldly possessions; hardships of colonial life

Short-term: diphtheria plague in Virginia that killed every tenth child served as reminder that life was harsh and could not always be determined by logic

Summary: True, the Great Awakening is a polar opposite of many of the beliefs seen in the Enlightenment.  But the Enlightenment affected the gentry, and the Great Awakening focused mainly on the lower classes.  Also, many of the Great Awakening leaders were gentry.  Further, the ‘Old Lights’ label was not specific for Enlightenment, but for any who opposed the Great Awakening thinkers, including the clergy of any of the more traditional Protestant sects.

4. Factors prompting Americans to rebel in 1776:

Parliamentary Taxation: “taxation without representation”; colonists felt that laws were not in their best interest.  Some taxes also paid the salaries of the royal officials that ruled the colonies, whom the colonists despised.

Restriction of civil liberties: Colonists felt that Parliament had gone back on its word with such things as the writs of assistance and vice-admiralty courts, which gave trials without juries and other things that the colonists considered ‘unconstitutional’, although Britain’s constitution was more a series of customs than actual document.

British military measures: The way the British threw their weight around and threatened to use force to enforce such things as the Intolerable Acts led to suspicion that Britain was conspiring to bring down America into military despotism.  Military tensions were seen in the formation of minutemen, or extralegal paramilitary rebel groups, and culminated in the battles of Lexington and Concord.

Legacy of colonial religious and political ideals: Many of the colonies had been formed to escape persecution in Britain, including Massachusetts, established by the Puritan Pilgrims; Maryland, established by the British Catholics, and Pennsylvania, by the Quakers.  This founding principle gave the colonists an attitude of separation form Britain.  Also, initially the colonies had been given free reign and were appalled by the idea of taxes.

