AP History – DBQ Outline – Derek Hommel


Thesis: “The New England and Chesapeake societies, though both of English origin, developed into unique societies due to inherent and integral differences in their founding ideals and motives”

Document A:


This document is from John Winthrop, Puritan governor.  The speech details his plans for the colony, making it a ‘city upon a hill’ where everyone would except his or her social and economic situation, and then work to improve.  Winthrop’s plan was to evoke a change in the Anglican church by working such that they should “shame the faces of many of God’s worthy servants, and cause their prayers to be turned into curses upon us”.

Document B:


Document B shows an immigration list to New England.  New England life was family oriented, and the list shows this.  Each man often comes with his wife and children.  These families came to work together piously and worship their Puritan ways.

Document C:


This document is a list for immigrants to Virginia, a Chesapeake society.  The Chesapeake was less religious and more oriented toward economic prosperity.  Hence, the list is mostly men, outnumbering the women about 5 to 1.  Young men came because they could work harder than women and were still young and needed money for a family.

Document D:


This document is an agreement to establish a New England town.  Article one states that they shall induct a minister as soon as possible, and the other articles stress such things as economic equality by establishing families both rich and poor, and equal chances for economic prosperity, by assigning all families the same amount of land.

Document E:


The document is a wage regulation paper that from Connecticut, a New England colony.  It states that the General Courts shall control prices to make sure they are fair and that they give people wages with “such moderate profit as may enable them to serve God and their neighbors with their arts and trades comfortably”, without making them too rich.  The reason is stated later: “[not to] live in the practice of that crying sin of oppression, but avoid it”.  The use of ‘sin’ implies there was religious background to the economic situation in Connecticut.

Document F:


This document shows how immigrants to the Chespeake area lusted not for piousness but riches.  John Smith states that all they could talk about was their hopes to "dig gold, wash gold, polish gold, refine gold, load gold”.

Document G:


The Document is a pleas of royal help in defending Virginia against Dutch attacks.  Governor Berkley begs for help and states his situation.  He states that he shall use freedmen and Negro servants to defend the fort.

Document H:


Bacon states why he is rebelling against the Chesapeake society of Virginia.  He states that the gentry have become too wealthy.  Bacon states “Let us observe the quality of their estates… [compared] with the quality in which they first entered this country”.

Summary:

New England:


Colonies formed as refuge for families seeking religious freedom; focused on piousness and charity

Chesapeake:


Colonies formed on greed and schemes to get rich quick via gold

