AP History Chapter 5 Discussion Questions – Derek Hommel


1. Both the French and English colonists participated in limited skirmishes during King George’s War.  It only provided only one major conflict, that being the New England siege on Louisbourg.  After a great battle, the fort was captured, but the victory was for naught; the English traded back the fort at the end of the war.

During the French and Indian War, colonists partnered with British soldiers to fight the French.  They helped capture two French forts in Nova Scotia.  Colonists were more eager to fight after England’s Pitt declared that the economic burden of the war would not be placed on the colonies.

2. The Albany Plan of Union to unify all the legislatures of the colonies failed largely because the individual legislatures did not want to cede power to a “Grand Council”.

3. At the end of the French and Indian War, France ceded all its territories in North America at the Treaty of Paris of 1763.  France gave Britain all lands east of the Mississippi and lands west of the river to Spain.  Spain ceded Florida to Britain in exchange for Cuba.  France was only left with claims in the West Indies and on some small islands in Newfoundland.

4. Friction between Britain and the colonies after the Seven Years’ War was caused by a variety of reasons.  Firstly, many English believed that the British soldiers had single-handedly won the victory, while in truth, 2/5 men had enlisted in America.  Tensions were also between the colonists’ refusal to board troops during the war.  British were angered about Pitt’s promise to reimburse colonists, feeling that the colonists were coming out of the war without paying the consequences.  Colonists began feeling economic strain as the boom from the war dissipated and peacetime economy resumed.

5. Colonists objected to the writs of assistance because they gave customs officials the right to board any ship that they pleased without any suspicion, which the colonists saw as unconstitutional.  They also objected to the vice-admiralty courts because the courts did not use juries, and the trial did not take place in one’s home town, two things the colonists considered constitutional rights.

6. Colonists saw virtual representation as a system that worked with situations like Scotland and England, but did not work between England and the colonies.  Colonists believed that only if the lawmaker shared the interests of those affected would he be able to make just laws.  But since Britain did not share the opinions of the colonists, they deemed virtual representation and the taxation forced upon them as unjust.

Britons, on the other hand, saw taxes as justifiable.  The enforcement of the  Navigation Acts was self-defense during wartime during the Seven Years’ War, and they already had a tax similar to the Stamp Act.

7. Colonists forced Parliament to repeal the Stamp Act by putting the royal officers in a bind.  First, through demonstrating, the colonists forced the paper distributors to flee.  Because official documents could no longer be printed on the official papers, royal customs officials refused to do their jobs.  So when the local legislatures refused to pay them, the royal officers were forced to resume their jobs and ignoring the fact that legal documents now lacked the Stamp.

The colonists then resorted to threatening a boycott of English goods.  Threatened with bankruptcy and unemployment, the English slowly agreed to repeal the Stamp Act.

8. British customs officials had several privileges under the Writs of Assistance to prevent smuggling.  This naturally led to problems such as the customs officials being able to ransack people’s homes, ships, or other personal property.  They were allowed to enter people’s homes and seize their ships or goods even for a minor possibility of smuggling.  These actions infuriated the colonists who claimed these actions were unconstitutional.

9. Samuel Adams and other agitators stirred up rebellious spirits against British authority by:

a) Making fierce accusations in public courts against Britain

b) Supporting secret organizations such as the Sons of Liberty and the Loyal Nine to organize their efforts

c) Public displays such as tarring and feathering and forcing people to help their cause

10. The Committees of Correspondence attempted to have all of Massachusetts (later expanding outside of the colony) cooperate for a common cause.  It sent letters to every town, which would debate in a local meeting and adopt a formal resolution.  This forced most citizens to help decide their fate.

11. The Tea Act was passed to save the East India Company from colonial nonimportation and nonconsumption.  These actions of the colonists had put the Company on the verge of bankruptcy.  The Tea Act cancelled any taxes on shipping the tea to Britain and allowed the company to sell directly to consumers.  The colonists saw this as a threat to their cause and prevented ships from entering the harbors, except in Boston, leading to the Boston Tea Party.

12. The Intolerable and Quebec Acts were passed in response to the Boston Tea Party and to assert Britain’s power over the colonies.  The colonists were finally convinced that the government was conspiring against them.  In response, petitions were signed, militias were mustered, and finally each colony’s Correspondence Committee sent delegates to the first continental congress.

13. The fighting of the American Revolution began when British troops went to seize colonists’ military supplies stored at Concord.  When 70 Minutemen intercepted them at Lexington, there was a confusing battle, each thinking the other side fired the first shot.  Eight Minutemen died, one Briton was wounded, and the colonists were ablaze with anger.

14. The Second Continental Congress reversed itself on the question of independence between 1775 and 1776 because their last emotional attachment of loyalty to the king was severed when they read Thomas Paine’s Common Sense.  This was a pamphlet describing how the problem was not just in the leaders, but in the monarchy itself.

