AP History Chapter 4 Discussion Questions – Derek Hommel


Chapter 4 Discussion Questions

1. Restoration Colonies:

a) Carolinas: formed by Charles II’s supporters; gave land grants to any immigrants, used slaves to grow tobacco

b) New York: English colony they took from Dutch (New Netherland), royal colony, rewarded governor’s friends with large land grants, profited form rents of manors

c) Jerseys: New Jersey: also form New Netherland, headed by William Penn, Berkley, Carteret; populated by Scottish Quakers; religious groups quarreled and government collapsed, finally made royal province

2. Pennsylvania: Charles II paid off debt awarding William Penn a charter; Penn wanted to launch Quaker ‘holy experiment’ based on George Fox and he wanted to make money; Pennsylvania bogged down in debate after Penn left; George Keith led religious revolt against Quakers; Delaware separated due to cultural differences

3. New France: fur trading economy; coureurs de bois hunters; many immigrants were indentured servants, king encouraged immigration

4. Spain claimed land to find riches.  Encomiendas gave way to scattered ranchos in southwest and used natives as slaves.  They did not use indentured servants.

5. The Glorious Revolution was brought about when James II, a Catholic, brought up a Catholic heir.  The English politicians invited Mary, James’ daughter, and her husband, William, to seize the crown.  It was a bloodless surrender and William and Mary ruled under a Bill of Rights that established a ‘limited monarchy’.

6. William and Mary disbanded the Dominion of New England, the gained support of the gentry in the colonies, but kept Massachusetts as a royal colony.

7. King William’s War and Queen Anne’s War were the first attempts at involving the colonies on European struggles.  Both were England vs. French.  In Kind William’s War, New Yorkers tried to take Quebec and Montreal, then was reduced to border raids by both sides.  

In Queen Anne’s War, French forces destroyed towns in Massachusetts and Maine, and Spain invaded Carolina.  English took Nova Scotia and Newfoundland

Effect was Colonies felt more dependent on British.

8. Immigrants in 18th century:

a) 40% slaves

b) 100,000 Scots-Irish, mostly unmarried indentured servants

c) 65,000 Germans as refugees from Rhine Valley; Protestants

most were poor and arrived as indentured servants.  They introduced ethnic diversity to previously English regions in New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland, as well as other regions.  They provided labor without the need for slavery.

9. Georgia was formed by James Oglethorpe under England as a refuge for bankrupt debtors; Oglethorpe initially rejected slavery since it went against the morals of working hard and equality.  Later, slavery was legalized.  Population then bloomed from slave labor.

10.  Mercantilism: economic policy of raising national revenue by exporting more goods than importing; colonies help this by providing markets and raw materials.  This was a driving force behind colonization in the New World.

Navigation system: Acts said trade must be conducted on British ships with at least ¾ of the crew being British, where ‘British’ meant from British Isles or colonies.

11.  Rising number of exports led to prosperity in the 1700’s.  Tobacco exports tripled from the Chesapeake area and profits went up due to drop in marketing costs.   Wheat and corn also served as major exports.  These goods were sold to the West Indies to feed the laborers.  New Englanders made profits from fishing, livestock and lumber.

12.  In rural areas, prosperity did not affect the population.  Because children did not often inherit land when they married, they were driven into debt to buy farmland and equipment, and were forced to work off the debt over their whole lives.  Even this was hard, as interest rates were close to annual profits.

In urban areas, declining opportunity forced many into poverty.  The gentry came to own much of the land.  Apprentices had trouble starting new businesses, and often remained employed by their master.

13.  On the mainland, the treatment of slaves in the eighteenth century improved slightly, as masters had more money to take care of them.  Family life improved due to a higher life expectancy.  This benefited both parties, as the richer plantation owners in the West Indies and Brazil bought most slaves, so mainland masters were hard-pressed to keep the slaves they had.  In the Carolinas, laws were enacted to ‘control’ the slaves with curfews and dress codes.

14.  As colonists’ wealth increased, they began displaying their wealth more openly through fine European clothing and furniture.  This created a cultural ‘elite’ in the colonies.  This gentry was often assigned spots on councils and courts.  Laws barred everyone but the wealthiest men, who could afford to own the land requirements, from joining the legislature’s lower house.  Money also helped keep members in office; wealthy candidates could afford to go “swilling the planters with bumbo”, or bribing for votes using alcohol.

15.  Enlightenment: people started to build libraries, universities (University of Philadelphia), Franklin started a volunteer fire company; American Philosophical Society and the Royal Society; Deists; Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding
Great Awakening: increasing religious activity; brought about by bad ‘omens’ such as diphtheria epidemic; New Lights (radicals, eg George Whitefield) vs. Old Lights (clergy, Enlightenment thinkers)

