AP History Chapter 3 Discussion Questions – Derek Hommel


Chapter 3 Discussion Questions

1. Puritans (Mass.), Quakers (Penns.), Catholics (Maryland): Emigrated to maintain British culture and also have religious toleration. Chesapeake: Went for a quick fortune.  Had charters/patents to colonize.

2. Massachusetts Bay: Puritans escaping persecution; wanted to shame England’s church into reforming itself through living out their ideals which were made law.

3. The Church of England promoted hierarchy and order, giving power to gentry while Massachusetts’s congregationalism promoted equality and intimacy in masses, giving power to male saints.

4. Being an agricultural society, towns were spread far apart resulting in a stress on the nuclear family or “little commonwealth” for support and labor.

5. Rhode Island, formed by Roger Williams, was a haven for people escaping Puritan life.  Practiced religious toleration. 

Connecticut, formed by Thomas Hooker, united Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield.  Gov’t called “Fundamental Orders of Connecticut”

6. The Massachusetts Bay colony had a fairly democratic system with elected officials.  Every adult male saint could vote, totaling about 55% of all men.  Religion became law; courts could prosecute religious offenses.  Headquarters in America, very little connections to England.

7. Puritan authorities tried to keep towns clustered, giving no family more land than it needed; plenty of land saved for future generations.  There was a benign disease environment and land for a proper diet, which resulted in an increased population.

8. At first Puritans were peaceful with the Natives, then constructed Praying Towns to convert them; passed laws forbidding practice of Natives’ religion.  Puritans cleared forests for crops; let livestock roam and eat Natives’ corn.  King Philip’s (Metacom) war was the result of friction between settlers and Natives.

9. The Stuart restoration doomed Puritans in England, leaving those in America without a mission.  Customs discouraged joining of the Elect by new members (second generation).  Authorities forced to make Half-Way Covenant, signaling the end of The New England Way.

10. Both the Spanish and English often fought over islands in the West Indies; Tensions between slaves and whites were a ground for violence.

11. The West Indies were tied to British mainland colonies economically through trade of sugar and rice for food and lumber.

Socially, they were tied because Barbadian emigrants brought slavery and culture to the Carolinas.  Differed from New England because it had no religion, had a short life expectancy, was mainly for profit, and had few families.  Differed from Chesapeake because it had slave labor and plantations instead of indentured servants and farms.

12. Virginia:

a) Church of England

b) Bicameral government; Governor’s Council and House of Burgesses

c) Cash crop economy: Tobacco and indentured servants

d) Social structure had gentry and laborers

13. Maryland: for Catholics being persecuted in England; Act of Religious Toleration; Protestant majority repealed the Act and took power

14. Chesapeake:  Indentured servants had trouble finding a wife due to the male majority and married late due to the lack of a savings to start a farm upon their release.

15. Slavery in Chesapeake colonies:

a) First in 1619; people did not assume all blacks were slaves

b) Seen as slaves; children inherited slave status

c) Slavery was legally recognized

