AP History chapter 2 Discussion Questions – Derek Hommel


1. Indian societies were organized and developed cultures before Columbus.  After contact, they were often exploited or viewed with suspicion

Spanish: enslaved Indians on encomiendas
English: fought with natives as they stole land

French: appeared to cooperate via trade; pitted tribes against each other

2. Africans, like the Native Americans, were well-established.  They traded with Muslim merchants and some adopted Islam.  Slavery also existed to trade captives from wars.

Coastal Tribes: small, ruled by adherence to custom and balance of wealth

Central Regions: large empires: Ghana, Mali Songhai, traded across Sahara

3. Europe was ripe for expansion because of its swelling population, established nautical knowledge and dissatisfied lower classes prime for relocation.  Unlike African and American societies, wealth was highly valued in Europe, and conquest gave a chance for great wealth.

4. The various religious divisions in Europe affected colonization because they created many competing groups, and often religious persecution.  Colonies such as Puritan Massachusetts Bay and Catholic Maryland were created to escape persecution

5. Tudor England suffered from poverty and religious identity crisis under Mary.  Mary had tried to restore Catholicism through the murder of Protestants, and Puritanism was taking hold, demanding reformation.  These internal conflicts were more pressing than colonization..

6. Europeans first entered African slave trading when Portugal was pressing Muslims back down Africa.  The Portuguese kept the trade secret, and mostly used the existing African trade to buy and sell slaves to other tribes for profit.  The Spanish began exporting more slaves during the establishment of encomiendas in Mexico.  The English began exploiting slave labor in the West Indies in its plantations.

7. European explorers were primarily looking for a path to India and Asia that would bypass the Muslim traders in the Middle East.

French: Northwest Passage

8. Spain conquered the Mexican natives using conquistadores with guns and horses.  They searched for gold throughout Mexico and the southern US coast.  They enslaved the natives and claimed large amounts of land.  

9. Spanish claimed the Texas, New Mexico and Florida regions that would eventually be included in the United States.

10. England decided to challenge Spain because Spain had started to become a very dominant power, intervening in French civil wars and prohibiting England's Drake and Hawkins from trading slaves in the Caribbean.  Closer to home, Spain aided Irish resistance to England.  Elizabeth began to challenge Spain by raiding Spanish fleets and looking for places to establish strategic bases to annoy the Spanish.

11. Virginia Companies of London and Plymouth formed Virginia.  Plymouth was a failure, and London almost suffered a similar fate.  But John Smith took control and put new organization into the colony.  After Smith, discipline again crumbled but was straightened out with military rule and John Rolfe's perfection of farming tobacco, the crop that proved profitable to the Virginians.  After the second Anglo-Powhatan War, James I revoked the charter and made Virginia a royal colony.

12. The Dutch, under Peter Minuit, established the colonies of New New Netherland and New Amsterdam.  The colonies grew from fur trade with Mohawks.

New France was constructed by French  Samuel de Champlain as a fur-trading outpost.

13. Thomas Weston established the Plymouth Plantation for England.  Half the colonists were Puritans, moving to obtain religious freedom while keeping a decidedly British culture.  They formed the Mayflower Compact to establish their base, since it was outside their legal bounds of Virginia.  The colony's relations with natives were not as poor as other colonies, and they learned how to grow corn and other skills.  The relations deteriorated later under leaders such as Miles Standish.


