The Crises of Reconstruction 1865-1877

Reconstruction Politics (500-)

-Intense political conflict dominated the 3 years after war

-1865: Senator Charles Sumner (Massachusetts) and Congressman Thaddeus Stevens (Pennsylvania) led Radical Republicans, which advocated black suffrage

-Reconstruction policy bound to black suffrage

Lincoln’s Plan (501-502)

-1863: President Lincoln issued Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction-outlined path which southern states can take to rejoin Union

-“10% plan” which a minority of voters (about 10%) could take an oath of allegiance to Union and accept emancipation ( then they could create a loyal state government

-But Confederate officials who resigned from US had to apply for presidential pardons

-Radical Republicans at the same time wanted slower readmission process(won backing of most Republicans who thought Lincoln’s plan was too weak

-1864: Congress passed Wade-Davis bill(each former confederate state would be ruled by military governor(vetoed by Lincoln

-Lincoln hinted at new policy that would allow some sort of black suffrage and military occupation in the South( he died before it was ever found out(Andrew Johnson of Tennessee led Radical Republicans.

Presidential Reconstruction Under Johnson (502-503)

-Anti-Confederate

-Supported emancipation but didn’t adopt abolitionist ideals- had his own political agenda; not completely with the Republicans

-1865; announced new plan for restoration of South(almost all southerners who took oath of allegiance would receive pardon. Oath takers elect delegates to state conventions(that would proclaim illegality of secession, repudiate state debts, and ratify 13th Amendment (abolished slavery). Confederate officers and rich confederates were banned from taking oath.

-Reconstruction( states created new civil governments to replace military rule, though must were reluctant to pronounce slavery dead

-“black codes” took place of “slave codes” (but many of the codes never took affect because Union army suspended enforcement of these discriminatory codes)(permitted marriage, property ownage, contracts and right to testify in court against other blacks; but black codes still segregated racially (they were still tied to plantations due to economic restrictions)

Congress Versus Johnson (503-504)

-Moderate Republicans supported Freedmen’s Bureau: 1865; provided relief, rations, medical, schools for freed blacks. Was destroyed by Pres Johnson in 1866 with veto.

-1866; another bill (Civil Rights Act of 1866) was passed that allowed Blacks same civil rights as Whites. Johnson tried to veto; but was overridden

-Because Johnson denounced both acts, he lost support in Republican party but gained support in Democrats

The 14th Amendment (504-505)

-1866; all persons born or naturalized in US were citizens of nation and state (nullified Dred Scot). 

-If state denied suffrage to any of its male citizens- its representation in Congress would be reduced. 

-Disqualified from state and nation office all prewar office holders who supported the Confederacy. (to invalidate Johnson’s widespread distribution of pardons)

-Repudiated Confederate debt and maintained federal debt.

-First national effort to limit state control. Johnson condemned it and most Southern legislatures refused to ratify it.

-Johnson went on campaign tactic- but failed because he was defensive and made many enemies( he hoped on creating National Union party composed of Democrats and conservative Republicans who opposed 14th Amendment.

-Republican candidates won most congressional elections in 1864. Rep:Demo 2:1 in House and 4:1 in Senate

Congressional Reconstruction (505-508)

-Radical Republicans wanted black suffrage, federal support for schools, confiscation of confederate estates, and military occupation in South

-Reconstruction Act of 1867- invalidated state governments formed under Lincoln and Johnson plans. It divided the Confederate states except Tennessee (who had ratified 14th amendment and thus escaped reconstruction) into 5 temporary military districts; it was vetoed by Johnson and among 3 further Reconstruction acts- all passed over the vetoes.

-Voter, who were usually black because 14th amendment DQ many whites, could elect delegates to state conventions(write state constitution. Once state ratified 14th and it became part of federal constitution, Congress would readmit state into Union.

-Thaddeus Stevens, Radical Republican, wanted to confiscate Confederate estates to freed slaves and to pay off war debts. This land reform never came about because it played around with property ideals. 

The Impeachment Crisis (508)

-1867 Tenure of Office Act- prohibited president from removing civil officers without Senate consent. (Cabinet members can only be fired with Senate approval) They needed Secretary of War Stanton, a Radical; to enforce Reconstruction acts, which were against Johnson’s ideas.

-Another law barred president from issuing military orders except through the commanding general.

-Radicals tried to find something to impeach Johnson with, because he was obstacle to reconstruction. Johnson provided them with something when he tried to suspend General Grant. He was charged with 11 charges of impeachment, 9 of which were violation of Tenure Act. Other two were charges accusing him of disgracing Congress.

-He was not impeached because there was one vote short of a 2/3 majority. Many Republicans wavered because they feared power unbalance if he was removed and they also distrusted Benjamin Wade, who would become president. Nevertheless, Andrew Johnson had no future left after this.

The Fifteenth Amendment (509-510)

-Republicans had two goals now: to protect black suffrage in South, to enfranchise northern and border-state blacks.

-1869 15th Amendment- cannot deny suffrage to anyone because of race or color or previous servitude. (It had loopholes though such as it did not guarantee black office holding nor did it prohibit voting restrictions)

-Women strongly advocated at this time for women’s suffrage too. Republicans didn’t want to bother with it because their main goal was black suffrage.

-Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B Anthony, among women advocates, decried 15th Amendment and denounced Republicans for supporting it. 

RECONSTRUCTION GOVERNMENTS

A New Electorate (p. 510 - 512)
-Reconstruction Laws of 867-1868 disqualified ("disfranchised") 10-15% of the potential white voters while enfranchising 700,000+ freedmen; giving blacks voting majority in five states

-This set up a base for Republican control in the South

-The "classification" of Republicans by Southerners:

Carpet-baggers: Northerners who moved to the South to allegedly seize power a
nd wealth (received their name from the fact that they brought limited possessions - enough for one bag)

Scalawags: Republican Southerners - portrayed as poor and politically ignorant, but were usually entrepeneurs, typically didn't care about black sufferage and wanted financial security and tariffs for their businesses.

Freedmen: black voters provided 4 out of 5 Republican votes in the South

-Freedmen, although a majority in voters, held minority of political offices (1 in 5)

-Blacks did hold a majority in South Carolina's legislature

-Black office-holders at the state level were separate from most blacks - they often had [higher] educations, were relatively wealthier, and were often mulattos

-most freedmen cared more about economic freedom, while office-holding freedmen cared about equal rights

Republican Rule (p. 512 - 513)
-Democratic shift: many [constitutional] conventions abolished property requirements, made appointive offices electives, restructured legislatures more fairly

-some school reform - for blacks and whites

-NO LAND REFORM! Southern Republicans did not w
ant to dissuade Northerners by backing decisions turned down by Congress

-civilian governments made public works, eg railroads, bridges, buildings, orphanages

-rebuilding = taxes - 400% increase

-poll, luxury, sales, occupation, property taxes

-Bribery ran rampant

-Many looked down upon Republican rule

Counterattacks (p. 512 - 515)

-many ex-Confederates, slaveowners scorned emancipation, and especially freedmen in the government

The Democrats...

...waited until southern states were readmitted to take any action

...renamed themselves to Conservatives to appeal former Whigs who might join

...failed to appeal to black voters

...expelled black legislators from office in Georgia; federal government reestablished military rule to Georgia (but failed to reestablish Republican power)

...received some votes from scalawags that converted

-anti-black violence rose: 'moderators', 'regulators', Knights of the White Camelia, Ku Klux Klan

-Ku Klux Klan: originally a social club formed by 6 ex-Confederates, it evolved into a de facto militant terrorist group against it's founders' will

-Klan attacked Union League officers, Freemen's Bureau officials, Republicans, and black militia units

-ENFORCEMENT ACT: May 1870 - protect black voters

-SECOND ENFORCEMENT ACT: Feb 1871 - provided federal supervision of southern election

-THIRD ENFORCEMENT ACT (Ku Klux Klan Act): strengthened sanctions (penalties) against those who prevented blacks from voting; gave president right to use federal troops to enforce law as well as suspend writ of habeas corpus in areas he declared in insurrection (mild rebellion)

-1869 - Freedman's Bureau expires
-1872 - Grant began reducing federal troop levels in the South

The Impact of Emancipation
Confronting Freedom (p 515 - 516)

-Many slaves left plantations to find relatives and/or economic freedom

-Main pattern: Upper South to Deep South or West, as Deep South paid more for labor, and West had land in need of working

-black urbanization increased

-many freedmen eventually returned to the regions they had departed, many out of attachment to the land

-freedmen often legalized hitherto unrecognized marital bonds

-initially black men wanted to do 'man's work' of wage earning but many women went to work as sharecroppers or in cities as servants, cooks and laundresses

Black Institutions (p 516 - 518)

-religious groups such as African Methodist Episcopal Church traced back to religious gathering of slaves on plantations; they worked to raise money for freedmen and supported schools and Republican ideals

-Black schools, although under funded relative to white schools, helped increase literacy, though not very drastically at first

-most schools only reached urban and suburban blacks

-segregation was protested

-Charles Sumner: wanted to desegregate transportation facilities, juries and public accommodations

-CIVIL RIGHTS ACT of 1875: followed (posthumously) some of Sumner's plans except school integration.  Rarely enforced and invalidated by Civil Rights Cases in 1883

-Southerners feared social equality (especially inter-racial marriages)

Land, Labor and Sharecropping (p 518 - 520)

-Southern Homestead Act to reserve 44 million acres to freedmen and poor whites failed due to lack of freedmen’s' resources and poor land quality

-Freedman's bureau helped from buy land

-Problem I: freedmen lacked money to buy land and/or farming equipment

-Problem II: white southerners wanted to preserve black labor force

-Plan I - Wage System: freedmen work on plantation similar to slavery system except they are bound by a contract and get to keep a very small percentage of the crop

-Plan II - Sharecropping: landowners rent out parcels to white who farm it and give half the crop to owners as payment

PROS: self-motivation to work land; both owner and sharecroppers benefit from good crop; landowners retained power due to the annual review of sharecroppers (sharecroppers could be dismissed)

CONS: entrapped sharecroppers in debt to not only landlords but to the people who sold them farm equipment on credit

Crop-Lien Economy (p 520 - 521)

-Lien - right to hold property of debtor as payment or security of debt

-Depression in 1873 drove freedmen and poor white farmers alike into sharecropping

-Sharecroppers stayed in debt to rural merchants who sold farm tools because they had to promise future crops as payment (since freedmen had little in the way of alternative collateral), and merchants charged upwards of 50% interest

-cotton depression made many creditors insist sharecroppers raise crops with stable markets

-with small plots, practices to keep land fertile such as crop rotation and contour plowing were not able to be practiced, reducing crop output and trapping the sharecroppers in debt

-sharecroppers got little help from northern politicians

Chapter 16 (521- 531)
New Concerns in the North
Grantism
     Grantism - Grant's critics made up to stand for fraud, bribery, and corruption in office
     Grant was a president that passed all laws that he encountered, and his presidency had scandals and an unprecedented depression
     Jay Gould and Jim Fisk - involved in 1869 attempt to corner gold market w/Grant's brother in law
     Crédit Mobilier - fraudulent construction company that skimmed profits from Union Pacific Railroad
     William M. Tweed - "Boss Tweed," "Grand Sachem" of Tammany Hall, collected estimated $200 mil in bribes in NYC
     The Gilded Age - book by Mark Twain that satirized the 1870's, and became name for 1870s-1890s
     Seward's Ice Box - Alaska, bought from Russia in 1867 for $7.2 mil
The Liberals' Revolt
Liberal Republicans attacked "normal" Republicans on Grantism and spoilsmen, lack of civil service exams, tariffs, and bayonet rule in south
The Panic of 1873
resulted from overspeculation in railroads, lasted 5 years
     Greenback - money not backed by anything, green bill, used for "easy money"
     Greenback Party - fought to keep greenbacks in circulation, party died after the depression
easy money - credit is easy to find because of abundance of greenbacks, increase number of greenbacks in circulation, and demand for increased during depression
     Yellowback - money backed by certain weight of gold, yellow bill, used in sound money policy
     Sound money - removal of greenbacks from circulation
Bland-Allison Act of 1878 - required treasury to buy between $2 and $4 mil in silver a month and turn it to coin, did not return silver standard
Reconstruction and the Constitution
Supreme Court decisions undermined Republican Reconstruction because it ruled that the federal government could not protect against injustices done by states or individuals
Slaughterhouse cases - 1873; Supreme Court ruled that Americans have dual citizenship, both federal and state; 14th Amendment only protects national citizenship, it does not protect state citizenship
In 1883, Supreme Court ruled that both the Civil Rights Act of 1875 and Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871 were invalidated and segregation laws were upheld
Republicans in Retreat
left the south gradually because of all the rulings against Republican Reconstruction, people grew tired of the "Negro question" and "carpet-bag government" because of the problems that affected them where they live, the depression
Reconstruction Abandoned
Redeeming the South
Congressional amnesty allowed almost all ex-Confederate officials to regain office, and this accelerated Republicans loss of South, scalawags and carpetbaggers left, and once "home rule" became a possibility, all the remaining Republicans went down with the ship
"Mississippi plan" - took effect in 1875, local Democratic clubs armed their members, dispersed Republican meetings, patrolled voter registration areas, and marched through black areas
     Redemption - southern Democrats meant their return to power, made sweeping changes that reversed what the Republicans did; they eliminated social programs, lowered taxes, and revised the tax system to relieve large landowners of their large burden
Election of 1876
Samuel J. Tilden had the majority of the popular vote, but had 1 less than the necessary amount of electoral votes. Returns in Oregon, Louisiana, South Carolina and Florida were disputed. Both sides said they had the necessary amount of electoral votes, and the other side had gained them with fraud
"Settled" by commission had 7 democrats, 7 republicans, and 1 Independent. Independent resigned to run for senate and was replaced by a republican, and then Hayes was given the election.
Finally settled by compromise of 1877 which had Hayes with election remove federal troops from South Carolina and Louisiana, and Democrats could gain control of those states
Conclusion
     Historians have viewed Reconstruction in the past as a triumph for nationalism and the spirit of reunion
     Historians view Reconstruction at present as a failure because it is a democratic experiment that did not go far enough.
     The legacies of Reconstruction are Amendments 14 & 15, and it is a significant place in black history
