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Reforging the Union:  Civil War 1861 – 1865 

∑ After the fall of Fort Sumter in April 186, both the northerners and southerners were excited for the war.
∑ Both north and south expected a speedy war, lasting from one month to a year.
∑ One of every five soldiers died in the Civil War.  About the same number of American soldiers lost in all of America’s earlier wars.

Mobilizing the War
∑ Neither the North nor South were prepared for the war.
∑ 16,000 men in the Union’s army
∑ 1/3 of the Union’s officers joined the Confederacy.
∑ Confederacy had no navy, 2 factories, and unconnected railroad tracks.

Recruitment and Conscription
∑ 2 million men served for the Union
∑ 800,000 men served for the Confederacy
∑ Armies started out locally, instead of nationally or by state.
∑ In July 1861, the Union instituted exams for the officers
∑ Casualties exceeded volunteers
∑ April 1862 - Confederacy Conscription Act
   o White men 18 – 35 years old must serve in the military for 3 years
   o Later changed to 45, then 50, and 17.
   o Seen as an assault on state sovereignty
   o In 1864, the law changed to require all soldiers in the army to stay in for the duration of the war.
∑ 20-Negro Law
   o Exempted an owner of +20 slaves from service
   o “A rich man’s war but a poor man’s fight.”
∑ One of every five soldiers was a draftee
∑ Four out of every five eligible white southerners served in the army.
∑ South lacked facilities for supplies for the army, so they relied on imports from Europe.
∑ Josiah Gorgas was head of ordering weapons for the Confederacy.
   o The South lost few, if any, battles due to lack of weapons.
∑ Southern soldiers lacked clothing and food.
∑ 1863 Impressment Act
   o Army allowed to take food from farmers at prescribed rates.
   o More unpopular than the Conscription Act
∑ The North had a problem keeping its army full.
   o The Enrollment Act of March 1863
 Every white male citizen 20 – 45 years old eligible for draft in the Union army.
∑ Two means of escaping the draft
   o Substitution
 Paying another man to serve instead
   o Commutation 
 Paying a $300 fee to the government.
∑ Enrollment districts had quotas to meet
   o Offered bounties to volunteers
∑ Only 8% of Union soldiers were draftees of substitutes.

Financing the War
∑ The cost of the army was more than the American public could finance at the beginning of the war
   o Taxes were enacted, but did not raise much revenue
∑ War Bonds
   o Loans from citizens to be repaid in future generations.
   o 1861 Confederacy’s First Bond Issue
 $15 million
 Threatened to be it’s last
   o 1861 Northern Bond Issue led by Jay Cooke
 $150 million 
 Northerners hoarded the gold instead of buying bonds
   o Had to be paid in specie
∑ Paper Money 
   o 1862 Legal Tender Act
 Lincoln issued $150 million greenbacks
 Both Christopher Memminger of the Confederacy and Salmon P. Chase of the Union were in distrust, but had no other choice.
   o Taxes helped lower inflationary rate common with paper money.
   o Confederacy never made its paper money legal tender.
∑ Tax-in-kind
   o Farmers in the South pledge one-tenth of their crops to the government.
∑ The South’s confidence in paper money, and lost value compared to gold.
   o Suffered from a 9000% inflation rate
 What cost a Southerner $1 in 1861 cost $46 in 1864
   o Prices in the North rose 80% during the war.
∑ In February 1863 Congress passed the National Bank Act
   o Criteria by which a bank could obtain a federal charter and issue national bank notes.

Political Leadership in Wartime
∑ The South’s Political advantages entering the war
   o “Never a people more united or more determined”
   o Home of most strong past presidents
 Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Jackson, and Polk
∑ The North wanted a war w/o conscription, w/o the National Bank Act, and w/o the abolition of slavery. 
∑ Lincoln did not receive respect from the North.
∑ Jefferson Davis had many enemies
∑ Confederacy had 5 secretaries of war in 4 years
∑ Alexander Stephens of Georgia, the vice president of the Confederacy, had a disastrous relationship with Davis.
∑ Confederacy existed not only to support slavery, but also to protect states’ rights.
∑ In contrast, Davis wanted to secure the South from the North. 
∑ The Union developed more political cohesion than the Confederacy, not because it had fewer divisions but because it managed its divisions more effectively.  

Securing the Union’s Borders
∑ Lincoln first protected Washington, which was bordered by the two slave states VA and MD.  
∑ Hoped Kentucky would be neutral since it is a slave state with unionists.  
∑ Ulysses S. Grant stationed by the Ohio River in Illinois.
∑ Kentucky became the third slave state to declare for the union. 
∑ Missouri was the 4th, and West Virginia was the 5th.
∑ Lincoln held the four border states and had access to the river system:
   o Maryland
   o Delaware
   o Kentucky
   o Missouri
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In battle: 1861-1862

In battle:  

· The Civil War was the first war to extensively use mass-produced weapons, iron plated ships, railroads, the telegraph, new army and navy military tactics, and trench warfare.

Armies, Weapons, and Strategies:

· The confederacy had 9 million people, a third of them slaves, and the union had 22 million people.  

· Union wanted to force the south back into the union but the south was fighting for its independence.  

· The north had more men, but needed longer supply lines to get their occupied areas.  

· The North had better railroads and more of them, which it used to move around soldiers, while the south didn’t have travel infrastructure to get to battle sites.  

· The Gatling gun was introduced (machine gun), submarine, and repeating rifle were all new and used during the war, and weapons became better at shooting faster and farther.  

Strategies

· The old military tactics were becoming obsolete due to new weapons and trench style warfare was introduced, as opposed to the use of cavalry.  

· Generals continued to think that surprise attacks were the best in battle, and attacked unaware enemies.

· In battle, the loser would retreat a few miles and the winner stayed at the conquered spot.

The anaconda plan:

· It called for a blockade the southern coastline and go down the Mississippi River.  (Created by Winfield Scott).  

·  Lincoln ordered a blockade a week after at Fort Sumter, but the US did not have the troops or ships for the task.  

Stalemate in the east:

· The idea and plan of the union was to get to Richmond, the confederate capital.  

· Lincoln put General George B. McClellan as the commander of the Union’s Potomac Army. 

· Lincoln believed that to win, several attacks were needed at the same, to counteract and exploit the Union’s man advantage.

· McClellan wanted to return the states to the Union, but maintain slavery.  

· He also wanted to maneuver the south into a battle that would destroy Richmond.  

· This peninsula campaign was the most successful so far with 300 ships moving 70,000 people to the peninsula, and extra 30,000 men that would soon arrive. 

· The confederates went into the area, but by then, the union was within five miles of Richmond.  

· McClellan hesitated to attack though because of his over-estimation of the power of the confederates and waited for his reinforcements.  

Seven Days Battle:

· This battle was fought in the forests east of Richmond, twice as many confederates were killed as were killed for the Union.  But McClellan was still panicking and sent disturbing letters to Washington, leading to Lincoln’s call for him to return to the capital.  

· The confederate general Lee and Lt. Jackson struck the north at the second battle of Bull Run, and seized western Maryland, showing threat to Washington.  

Battle of Antietam:

· Northern Victory on September 17th, 1862

Emancipation Proclamation:

· Issued by Lincoln, it freed all slaves under rebel control.  

The war in the West:

· The Union had Ulysses S. Grant as a strong general who regained control of Missouri and Kentucky.

· Grant headed an attack in Corinth, Missouri, which was an important junction for transporting troops and supplies. 

· The confederates to slow him down attacked his army 25 miles from the target, Grant’s army couldn’t handle it, but his reinforcements helped.

Attack on New Orleans:

· With the move of troops from New Orleans the confederates left its biggest city with 3000 protectors giving the north a chance to capitalize on it and the city was taken in late April, while another ship took Memphis in June.

· Now the north had the entire river except for 200 miles between port Hudson, Louisiana, and Vicksburg, Mississippi.  

Ironclad and Cruisers: 

· The north had a naval advantage over the south.  (basic idea)

The Naval War:  

· By 1865 the US had the biggest navy in the world, but they would still have problems blockading the southern coast.  

· The north shrank the southern foreign trade to a third of its pre-war status.

· The south beat the Union Mirrimac (italics are ships) and remade it into their own Virginia, which destroyed 2 US wooden ships, the attack met its match with the Ironclad Union Monitor
Battle of Mirrimack and Monitor:

· Fought on March 9th 1862, it was an indecisive battle for the war.

· The south built other ironclads and their first submarine but the south could never build enough to match the north’s navy. 

· The south brought havoc to the seas with their wooden ships, but the south depended very heavily on the goods and imports, and the south did not.  

The diplomatic war:

· The south hoped to gain European recognition of independence, and napoleon III of France, and Britain seemed as though they would because of their disliking the Yankees. 

Confederate Diplomats:

· James Mason was sent to Britain while John Slidell went to France to lobby for the south being a nation.

· Britain exploded when a US ship stopped a British boat that was carrying two men and took them as prisoners.

· Lincoln released them to avoid another military conflict or war.

· Britain was also building ships for the confederacy, which enraged the Union.

Failure in Europe:

· The south was never recognized as a country in Europe.

· One of the reasons was the idea of European dependency on their cotton and the south went from 77 percent to 10 percent of the British cotton market.  
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· Emancipation Transforms the War

· Abolition becomes more important to North
· Realization it would cripple Southern resources
· Confiscation to Emancipation

· Question about what to do w/escaped slaves
· August 1861- First Confiscation act
· Allowed seizure of slaves and property for military use
· Slaves not freed
· Lincoln was not strict saying the Southerners had right to property (slaves) due to slave states and pro-slavery democrats in the north as well as competition for jobs
· Some Republicans always for emancipation, w/every new problem more agreed
· July 1862- Second Confiscation Act
· Gov’t can seize any rebel property
· Slaves escaping to North “forever free”
· North can employ black soldiers
· Lincoln still states preserving Union #1 priority
· Tried exchanged Northern slaves for money, no takers
· July 1, 1863- Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation- tested reaction after 1862 win in Antietam 
· Freed all slaves in rebellion states, but offered keeping slaves if returning to Union, restating second confiscation act
·  Supported by all abolitionist movements, blacks in army large southern setback
· War now becomes a big part slavery issues
· Crossing Union Lines

· Possession of slaves go back and forth between North and South
· ½ Million slaves in Union hands in 1865
· Refugee problem- put back on plantations for little pay
· Slaves question value of freedom
· March 1865- Freedman’s Bureau- relief, education, employment of freed slaves
· Redistributed captured land, leased 40 acres to a freed man w/option to buy after 3 yrs
· Black Soldiers in the Union Army

· Blacks not allowed in until Second Confiscation Act, large-scale started w/Emancipation Proclamation
· By war’s end, 186,000 served in army, 1/10 soldiers
· Included in draft and enlistment made them feel like citizens
· High mortality rate
· Not so much from fighting as from labor diseases
· Captured blacks in south reenslaved or killed
· Unequal pay
· $10 instead of $13 of whites
· June 1864 Congress equaled pay
· Slavery in Wartime

· Southern whites worried about slaves rising
· Responses:
· Moving to safer regions
· Tightened security/told horror stories about north
· Slaves mixed between loyalty and freedom
· Most had no escape
· Most of those that did took it
· Slaves forced to do wartime labors
· Those back at plantations lack work ethic due to failure to enforce
· Slavery disintegrated as south was fighting to keep it
· Confederate Congress in 1864 considered having slaves fight w/o arms for emancipation at war’s end
· March 1865 bill narrowly passed to arm slaves w/o emancipation, a couple weeks before the war’s end 
· Show of internal disagreements and erosion of southern policy
· The Turning Point of 1863

· The year started poorly
· Burnside’s defeat at Fredericksburg, VA
· Hooker’s defeat at Chancellorsville, VA
· Jackson’s accidental death costly for south
· Embarrassment for north due to twice as many troops
· West battles also not promising
· The Turn
· Lee turns north to get supplies for VA and force north to flee
· Hoped to gain Democratic and European recognition
· Hooker replaced by Lincoln b/c wanting to attack Richmond
· Lee stopped and met Union troops, both sides sent for reinforcements
· Gettysburg
· North had more troops 90,000 to 75,000
· Lee struck against orders
· Undisciplined generals struck w/o coordination
· Attacked northern defenses at Cemetery Ridge
· Northern rifles killed about half of 15,000 attackers
· South retreated w/ more than a third of their men
· North rejoiced but not total because Lee wasn’t followed
· West battles won by Grant against Vicksburg
· Pemberton surrendered 30,000 troops on July 4th
· Rosecrans pushed back to Chattanooga by Bragg, Grant’s reinforcements end siege
· Western south torn from southeast

· Still provide soldiers
· Failure seen but few thought that southern fate was sealed yet
War and Society (484-491)
The War’s Economic Impact: The North

· War related industries including railroads were prominent

· Congress passed laws to reinforce business related developments

· Raised tariffs

· Land grants and loans issued to help build transcontinental railroad

· new banking system

· Homestead act issued land to western “Free-Soil” settlers after 5 yrs. Residence

· Morrill land grant- land to build houses for education on

· Manufactures and speculators made big profits while factory works’ wages suffered

· Workers unions were established

The War’s Economic Impact: The South

· Southern economy was destroyed

· Food shortages

· Inflation

· Soldiers were also deserting to provide for their families

Dealing with Dissent

· Both in the union and the confederacy there was internal dissent

· Jefferson Davis nearly lost all power in the south considering the non-slave holding southerners, and the Unionists

· Northern dissent also reigned

· Peace Democrats (copperheads) who denounced the Emancipation Proclamation, also demanded immediate peace in the south

· Copperheads had their supporters in the boarder states, Midwest, and immigrants in the northern cities

· The drafts that started in 1863 ignited riots among northern cities

· Lincoln instated martial law more often than the writ of Habeas Corpus

· This led to the case of Ex parte Milligan (1866) where it was ruled that citizens can’t be tried by a military tribunal when a regular civil court is open

The Medical War

· The north formed the U.S Sanitary Commission

· raised money for medical supplies and extra food and medicine for army camps

· many women were the ones who ran this, in fact they were the ones who volunteered during the war in most aspects

The War and Women’s Rights

· Feminists thought that the Civil War would give equality to women and black Americans

· Feminists such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony created the National Women’s Loyal League in 1863 to end slavery and promote women’s suffrage

· This Civil War did not however have any immediate positive change in terms of equality for Blacks and women

The Union Victorious (491-495)

The Eastern Theater

· 1864- Grant appointed commander of union armies by Lincoln

· Moved headquarters to eastern theater 

· Grant attacked Lee in Virginia and ordered Sherman to invade Georgia

· Philip Sheridan conquered the Shenandoah valley from the South

· Lee was forced pulled out of Petersburg and Richmond

Sherman in Georgia

· Sherman took over Georgia brutally by using inferno techniques and forcing the Confederates to evacuate in 1864

Sherman’s March through Georgia

· After torching Atlanta, Sherman advanced to Savannah

· He seized or destroyed everything

· Afterwards, he turned north into S. Carolina

· He gutted it’s capital Columbia and then turned north into N. Carolina

Toward Appomattox

· Sherman headed north while Grant chased Lee south

· Spring  1865 the Confederates were deserting and their morale was failing

· April 3 Grant invaded Richmond 

· Lee after attempting a hopeless escape surrendered tot he conquering Grant at Appomattox Courthouse

· Within a month all Confederate forces surrendered

· April 14 President Lincoln was shot and killed within a day by John Wilkes Booth

· Andrew Johnson assumed presidency

