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From Compromise to Secession 1850-1861
 Intro

     Collisions between northerners and southerners in Congress produced a deadlock over the election of the Speaker of the House. The tension and discord in Congress mirrored the division between the north and the south. 
 
The Compromise of 1850
     Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848)
o       Upset the balance of equal free and slave states
o       Solutions
         Free Soil policy
         Extension of the Missouri Compromise line
         Popular Sovereignty
     Free Soil Policy
o       The belief that Congress had to prohibit slavery in all territories
o       Gained support of the northerners but the southerners hated it
     Extension of the Missouri Compromise line 
o       Northerners committed to free soil disliked this idea
o       Southerners disliked it because it wouldn’t allow slavery in any other territory
     Popular Sovereignty
o       This offered the greatest hope for compromise 
o       Territorial issues became a problem
 
Zachary Taylor at the Helm
     A slave holder himself, he took for granted the South’s need to defend slavery
     He urged the south that they could best protect slavery if they refrained from rekindling the issue of slavery in the territories
     He supported popular sovereignty
 
Henry Clay Proposes a Compromise
     Clay challenged Taylor’s leadership by forging a set of compromise proposals to resolve the range of contentious issues
o       The admission of California as a free state
o       The division of the remainder of the Mexican cession into 2 territories (New Mexico and Utah) without restrictions on slavery
o       The settlement of Texas – New Mexico boundary dispute on terms favorable to New Mexico 
o       As a pot-sweetener with Texas, an agreement that the federal government would assume the public debt 
o       In the District of Columbia, the continuance of slavery but the abolition of the slave trade
o       A more effective fugitive slave law
     These ideas were all proposed under one bill, the omnibus bill
     He warned the south of the evils of secession and assured the north the nature would check the spread of slavery
     Congress passed the bill
 
 
Assessing the Compromise
     Each section both gained and lost from the compromise
o       North
         Won California as a free state
         New Mexico and Utah as likely free states
         A favorable settlement in the Texas-NM boundary
         The abolition of the slave trade in DC
o       South
         With popular sovereignty, to most southerners relief, the compromise had buried the Wilmot Proviso
         A more stringent fugitive-slave law 
 
Enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Act
     It denied alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury
     It authorized federal marshals to raise posses to pursue fugitives on northern soil turning the north into �one vast hunting ground�
     The law targeted not only recent runaways but also those who had fled decades earlier
o       Ex: Anthony Burns in Boston (1854)
     In response, vigilance committees sprang up in northern communities to spirit endangered blacks to safety in Canada
     Nine states passed �personal liberty laws�
o       These laws aimed to bar state officials from enforcing the law
 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin
     Written by Harriet Beecher Stowe in 1852
     Aroused wide northern sympathy for fugitive slaves
     300,000 copies were sold in 1852, 1.2 million in the summer 0f 1853
 
Election of 1852
     Whigs 
o       The majority of northern Whigs, strongly supportive of free soil, had opposed the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act and now were leading defiance of the law
o       Nomination of General Winfield Scott, in place of Millard Fillmore, widened the split in their party
     Democrats
o       Suffered from divisions in their party also
o       Led by Martin Van Buren, formed the core of the Free Soil party
· Franklin Pierce of the Democratic party won the election
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I. The Collapse of the Second Party System

A. Franklin Pierce

1. The last presidential candidate for eighty years to win the popular and electoral vote in both the North and the South. 

2. The last president to hold office under the second party system (Whigs vs. Democrats)

3. During Pierce’s four year term, the Whig party fell apart

a. Two new parties were formed in its place:

1. The American (no nothing) party

2. Republican Party

a. Purely sectional, northern party

b. Support from former northern Whigs and discontented democrats

          
      b. Democrat party continued

       1. Survived as a national party

2. Small participance in the north, in 1856, 2/3 of the northern states were controlled by the republican party

4. For decades the second party controlled the conflict over slavery by focusing American attention on other issues:

1. Banking

2. Internal Improvements

3. Tariffs

4. Temperance

5. In 1854 however, Stephen A. Douglas put forth a proposal to organize the Nebraska territory. This lit the spark which eventually consumed the Whig party.

B. The Kansas-Nebraska Act

1. Signed by President Pierce at the end of May 1854

2. Law triggered a renewal of the sectional strife, previously thought by many Americans to have been buried by the Missouri Compromise

3. Farmers in Iowa and Missouri had always dreamed of expanding westward, and eventually have a railroad that linked the east coast to the west coast

4. January 1854

a. Illinois senator Stephen Douglas proposed a bill to organize Nebraska as a territory

b. Embraced the ideas of a Pacific Railroad

c. Felt organization of Nebraska would aid in completion of railroad

d. Hoped to add to the power of the Midwest, which could then balance the powers between the older sections of the North and South

e. Recognized two potential sources of conflict over Douglas’s Nebraska Bill:

1. Some southerners felt that the Pacific railroad should start in a southern city (such as New Orleans or Memphis)

2. Nebraska was located above 36 30’, a region closed to slavery.

f. Douglas was aware that without provisions to these issues, southerners would have little reason to vote for the state, because it would ultimately be a free state.

g. Because Douglas had been one of the prime negotiators in the Compromise of 1850, he felt that he had the obligation to make an offer to the south:

1. Compromise of 1850 had offered popular sovereignty to New Mexico and Utah

2. Offered popular sovereignty to Nebraska, feeling that expansion was more important in the nations’ mind than slavery

3. Southerners, in response to this wanted Douglas to declare the Missouri Compromise void

4. Douglas instead divided Missouri into two territories:

a. Nebraska to the west ff Iowa

b. Kansas to the west of Missouri

       5. Because Missouri was a slave state, most          congressmen assumed that the division would bring about Kansas as a slave state, and Nebraska as a free state (termed free soil)

h. Douglas’s original bill angered many

i. Pacific railroad was tabled and the issue of slavery was focused on

j. A group of “independent democratic” northern congressmen composed on antislavery whigs and free-soil democrats claimed the bill was a plot to violate the “sacred pledge of the Missouri Compromise” and to turn Kansas into a “Dreary region of despotism.”

k. Douglas guided the bill through the senate, where it eventually passed 37-14. 

1. The bill passed in the House of Representatives- 113 to 100

2. Not a single northern Whig representative voted for the bill in the House, whereas the northern democrats divided evenly 44 to 44. 

C. The Surge of Free Soil

1. Douglas miscalculated the reaction to his Kansas-Nebraska bill

2. Victim of a political force: the surge of feeling for free soil

3. Support for free soil united northerners who had difficulty agreeing on anything else

a. many northern free soilers were racists who opposed letting any blacks (free or slave) into the west

b. in 1851 and 1853, racist free soiler advocates secured the passage of laws prohibiting settlement by black people

c. not all freesoilers were racist however, and rejected slavery on moral grounds

*The antislavery convictions of many westerners were grounded on a “perfect, if not supreme” hatred of blacks.”-George W. Julian (many whites didn’t want slavery in the west, not because it was immoral, but because they didn’t want “filth” in the west)

4. Freesoilers agreed that slavery impeded whites’ progress, despite their different views on the morality of it.

5. Most freesoilers accepted Lincolns view of the north as an elite, upwardly mobile society

6. People were upset that no freesoilers could compete with slaves because slaves worked for nothing, while freesoilers needed something. Therefore, there was no way for freesoilers to beat slaves-another reason for the anti-slavery feeling in the west.

7. Free-soilers also flatly rejected the idea that slavery had natural limits.

a. as long as slaves could enter a territory, it was believed that slaveowners would find tasks for them

8. Free-soilers believed that the spread of slavery depended on politicians, and that southerners such as Douglas were conspiring to spread slavery.

9. Series of events convinced freesoilers that the slave power was expanding.

a. Fugitive Slave Act

b. The repeal of the Missouri Compromise

c. The Kansas-Nebraska Division

D. The Ebbing of Manifest Destiny

1. Kansas Nebraska Act

a. Strained Democratic Harmony

b. Embarrassed the Pierce Administration

c. Disarray over issues doomed manifest destiny, the issue which had once unified the Democrats

2. Pierce had come to office as a champion of Manifest Destiny

a. Aquired strip of land south of the Gila River through a treaty with Mexico-Gadsden Purchase

1.Negative reaction to purchase (suspicion of expansionist aims)

b. Attempt at aquiring Cuba

1. Mississippi senator John Quitman was also trying to seize Cuba from Spain

2. Pierce and Quitman’s wish scared Spain-did not sell Cuba

3. Pierce however, still hoped to annex Cuba

4. In 1854, 3 US ambassadors met in Belgium and issued the unofficial ostend manifesto which called upon the us to aquire the cuba by any means, including force

5. Pierce was faced with northern anxiety and anger against aggression, and outrage of the Nebraska-Kansas act, so he quickly got rid of the ostend manifesto

c. William Walker

1. attempted to make Nicaragua a u.s. colony

3. Southern expansionists:

a. Worried antislavery northerners that the south wanted a Caribbean slave empire

b. As long as the debate over the extension of slavery focused on territories in the continental us, slaverys prospects for expansion were limited

E. The Whigs Disintegrate

1. Kansas Nebraska Act ruined the Whig Party

a. Most northern whigs hoped to blame democrats for the act, and bring free soil democrats to their side- this failed

b. Freesoil democrats could not forget the whigs support of Douglas

c. Northern whigs were strongly divided between antislavery “conscience” whigs (led by sen. Seward of ny) and conservatives- led by former president millard fillmore.

a. conservatives were convinced that the whig party needed to follow the regulations of the compromise of 1850 to maintain itself as a national party

d. Divisions within whig party

a. repelled antislavery democrats from affiliating with it

b. prompted many antislavery whigs to look for an alternative party

c. in 1856- republican party was new party for these former whigs.

F. The Rise and Fall of the Know-Nothings

1. Know nothings evolved out of a secret organization in 1850

2. termed “know-nothings” because if a member was asked about the party, they were supposed to respond with “I know nothing.”

3. sought to rid the us of catholic and immigrant political influence

4. only wanted to appoint native-born protestants to office

5. opposed the extension of slavery

6. captured all of the congressional states, governorship and almost all the seats in the state legislature in mass. In 1854

7. because the know-nothings also hated whites (catholics), they were shunned by Lincoln-“all men are created equal,” 

G. The Origins of the Republican Party

1. Party born after Kansas- Nebraska Act

2. Main opposition to the democratic party after the know-nothings fall

3. won each presidential election between 1860 and 1880

4. clear antislavery credentials

5. party was united around its freesoil center due to the outbreak of violence in bleeding Kansas

H. Bleeding Kansas

1. Boston based abolitionist organized the New England Emigrant Aid Company to send antislavery settlers into Kansas

a. Goal was to get rid of the efforts to turn Kansas into a slave state

2. Most of Kansas’s settlers however, were from Missouri and other parts of the Midwest

a. very few of these settlers opposed slavery on moral grounds

3. Kansas became a battleground between proslavery and antislavery forces.

a. March 1855- “border ruffians” led by Missouri Senator David Atchinson crossed into Kansas to vote illegally in Kansas’s first election for a territorial legislature (anti-slavery)

b. IN 1856, angry pro-slavery men burned buildings and destroyed two free state printing presses in Lawrence, kansas, where anti-slavery minister Henry Ward Beecher resided

4. John Brown

a. Son of a Connecticut abolitionist

b. Led 7 men and killed 5 men- “Pottwatomie Massacre”-struck terror in southerners

c. Termed Kansas as “bleeding Kansas”- the battleground 

Between the south and the north

5. Popular sovereignty:

a. two rival governments:

1. Lecompton and Topeka

6. “The Crime Against Kansas”-speech given by charles sumner- Massachusetts senator

1. verbally lashed out at the us for allowing slavery

2. two days after speech, democrat representative preston brooks of south carolina struck sumner with a cane at his desk. (experienced shock, required stitches, and didn’t return to the senate for three years)

3. Brooks was a hero for the south and was given a cane, inscribed “hit him again”

7. “Bleeding Kansas” and “Bleeding Sumner” united the north

I. The Election of 1856

1. Republican John C. Fremont vs. Whig Millard Fillmore vs. Democrat James Buchanan (signer of the ostend manifesto)

2. turned into two separate races:

a. Fremont vs. Buchanan in free states

b. Buchanan vs. Fillmore in slave states

3. Fremonts platform: congressional prohibition of slavery in the territories

4. Buchanan’s Platform: Congressional “non-interference.”

5. Fillmore: moderation in the face of secessionist threats

6. Buchanan won the election- only true national candidate

7. Election yielded three clear conclusions:

a. The Know-Nothings/American Party was finished as a major national force

b. Republican party was gaining power- almost won presidency

c. As long as the Democrats could unite behind a single candidate they would be hard to defeat. 
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 The Crisis of the Union

- Buchanan thought he couldn’t restrict or end slavery

- one of the most controversial administrations in history was Buchanan’s due to succession and several events leading towards the war

 

The Dred Scott Case

- Dred Scott was a slave who lived in a free state when his master died. Is he free?

- Taney, the Chief Justice, said that no negro could be a citizen and were property, and therefore shouldn’t even be bringing his case to court

- Kansas-Nebraska Act basically repealed the Missouri Compromise, but the Dred Scott case showed that the idea that congress could prohibit slavery in new states was unconstitutional

 

The Lecompton Constitution

- An elected territorial convention would draw up a constitution that would make the decision about slavery, and then Kansas would be a state

- constitution said that slaveholders could keep the slaves they already had

- Buchanan endorsed the Lecompton Constitution

- Douglas got mad that the constitution allowed for the voting of whether or not to have more slaves in Kansas, instead of a vote on the Constitution as a whole

- Buchanan alienated his Northern Democrat friends by supporting the Lecompton const.

 

The Lincoln-Douglas Debates

- Douglas wanted to get reelected, but he would have to go up against Lincoln (Senate Race)

- Lincoln was free soil, Douglas was popular sovereignty

- Douglas portrayed Lincoln as an abolitionist seeking racial equality. Lincoln said he didn’t care about slavery

 

John Brown’s Raid

- John Brown raided Harper’s Ferry, but Lee shut him down and Brown was hanged

- Supposedly, Brown worked together with abolitionists

- Northerners showed support for Brown.

-raid was good in rekindling Southerner’s fears of slave uprisings  

 

The South Contemplates Secession

- in the 1850s, Southerners couldn’t think of secession, but gradually this changed

- South thought North was peculiar

- not many reasons to secede 

- thoughts of secession were because of injustices in the North

 

The Election of 1860

- Republicans were free soil, but they concluded that they needed an economic plan too

- Republicans thought Lincoln would be better to win the key states than Seward

- Jefferson Davis called for Congress to uphold Dred Scott

- Democrats ran both Breckinridge and Douglas, because they couldn’t decide

- Lincoln won the presidency with only 39% of the popular vote

 



The Movement for Secession

- South did not like that Lincoln was president. He didn’t even appear on some of their ballots

- South Carolina secedes first, and on Feb 4, 1861, the Confederate States of America are set up

 - Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas, and other states didn’t secede right away

- less slaves in the Upper South

