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· By 1800 most northern states had abolished slavery
· Old South defended slavery when rest of world began to attack it
· Congress bans importation of slaves in 1808
· Virginia debated over slavery in 1831-1832 and underscored the conflict in every southern state between slave owners and yeoman farmers
· Upper South relied less on cotton than lower south, wasn’t as eager to secede.
· There would be no Old South w/out slavery
King Cotton:
· Cotton replaced tobacco as the South’s new cash crop

· Foreign markets for tobacco were undependable, especially w/out British protection

· Rice and cotton were at first (only cotton could be grown inland) grown only in seaboard areas

· By 1850 most southerners likes in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Texas, Mississippi and Missouri

· The growth of British textile industry created a big market for cotton

· Eli Whitney’s cotton gin

· Removal of Indians created more land to farm on.

The Lure of Cotton:
· The Lower South was especially suited to cotton growing

· Cotton could be grown profitably on any scale, didn’t need much irrigation or expensive machinery

· In 1860 35% of 50% of all farmers didn’t own slaves, but slavery grew as the cotton industry grew, made it easier to cultivate and harvest, could be done quicker

· Compatible with corn production, which meant there was always something to work on 

· By 1860 acreage devoted to corn exceeded that devoted to cotton, corn fed families and livestock, didn’t need to pay north for food, draining region of money

· Cotton prices high

Ties Between the Lower and Upper South: 
· Sugar and Cotton main cash crops of Lower South

· Upper South depended less on a few cash crops, founded on tobacco, hemp, wheat and vegetables

· Upper South agreed with Lower South instead of agricultural part of North, reasons political, social and psychological

· Many settlers in Lower South came from or had ties to Upper South

· All white southerners benefited from 3/5 clause, also stung by Northern abolitionists criticism of slavery

· Economic links, cotton and sugar in Lower South increased value of slaves everywhere in the Internal Slave Trade

· Slaves went from Upper to Lower and most went with masters when they moved but some were sold against state lines

· Upper “raises” slaves for Lower

The North and South Diverge: Economic Patterns

· North rapidly urbanizing while South remained mostly rural

· South contained very little industry, only accounted for 10% of industry and 1/3 of total population (1850)

· South encourage industrialization and factories, saw it as a way to  revive economies of Upper like Virginia

· Wanted to prove slavery had not turned them into a “backwater”

· Graniteville Manufacturing Company: owner 9,000 spindles and 300 looms by late 1840’s, became company town, lumber mills, machine shops, gristmills, etc.

· Tredegar Iron Works ranked 4th among nations largest producers or iron, contributed to the Confederate cause

· Industries small in the South compared to the North, produced mostly for nearby markets

· Slaves used in industry over white worker’s protests

· Slavery undercut enthusiasm for industrialization

· Slaves could pass themselves off as free when leased out to companies, slaves could make money by working overtime

· Slave holders would have to sell slaves to raise capital for industrialization

· Industrialization threatened social relations, attracted anti-slavery immigrants

The North and South Diverge: Education in a Cotton Economy

· Old South made few provisions for public elementary schools compared with the North

· Rejected idea of compulsory education (growing strength in the North) reluctant to tax property to support education

· Slaves not educated, lawmakers made it a crime to educate slaves

· Some state universities for poor whites, most school private and only wealthy whites educated

· While illiteracy remained high in South as it decreased in the North

· State revenues rose and fell with price of cotton and so did enthusiasm for education in lawmakers

· Low population density made it tough

· Midwestern states improved education system also with a low density

· Widespread indifference to idea the problem

· agricultural, independent , self-sufficient  poor whites remained unconvinced about education

· no need for an educated white work force, had black work force that they worked hard to keep illiterate in case they should read a book about freedom.

Cotton and Southern Progress:
· per capita income in 1840 in South only a little below national average

· progressive zeal for agricultural improvement, crop rotation, and use of fertilizers

· “Cotton is King” they made a lot of money off of cotton, it was most of their economy
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Social relations in Old South
· Slave holding and dueling

· Many small slave holders

Planters

· 10 or more slaves in one place

· High decision of labor:  domestic, pasture, outdoor and indoor artisans, and field hands

· Some planters lived in mansions, but most were not that wealthy (the value of your slaves were more important socially than luxuries

· Most prestigious social status

· Debt (agents held cotton until there was a good price and extended credit to the farmers.)

· Isolations with westward expansion for better land (overseers)

· Mulatto children

Small Slaveholders
· 88% of slaveholders in 1860 were small farmers.

· Consisted of a very diverse group

· Upland farmers didn’t aspire to planter status, but lowland farmers did.

· Led push into cotton in 1810s and 1820s

Yeomen
· Non-slaveholding family farmers- largest single groups of southern whites

· Many were land owners (usually 50-200 acres)

· Most grew subsistence crops

· Self sufficiency with a modest profit

People of Pine Barrens

· 10% of southern whites

· Lived in crude cabins, cleared a few acres for farming, grew corn, raised hogs and cattle in woods

· Appeared to be lazy and shiftless

· Self-sufficient

Conflict and Consensus in the White South

· Whigs-planters (batter for banking and economic development)

· Democrats- (economically independent and self sufficient)

· Different regions for different classes – minimize friction amongst whites

· Democratic government- popular vote for representatives

Conflict over Slavery

· Debate over slavery in Virginia ((1831-1832)

· Hilton R. Helper, The Impending Crisis of the South, called upon non-slave owners to abolish slavery

· Defense of slavery:  good and positive, not evil, slavery in bible, slaves in ancient Athens, northern “wage slaves”

Churches-by 1830s, slavery considered compatible w/ Christianity and necessity for proper exercise of Christian religion, helped display responsibility toward inferiors, helped blacks develop Christian Values
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· slaves were the most deprived society in the U.S.

· northerners found the gap between whites and slaves extreme

· the Old South was viewed as a land of extremes

· Alexis de Tocqueville: “The Americans of the South are brave, comparatively ignorant, hospitable, generous, easy to irritate, violent in their resentments, without industry or the spirit of enterprise.”

The Code of Honor and Dueling

· violence was a daily issue in the white south

· eye-gouging was common among poor whites

· the root of most violence was intensified feelings of personal pride because they could beat powerless slaves

· in the North, moralists celebrated a rival ideal, character, which enabled a person to behave in a steady fashion regardless of how others acted toward him

· in the Old South, the slightest insult could become the basis for a duel

· duels were a means by which gentlemen dealt with insults to their honor

· gentlemen viewed dueling as a refined alternative to the random violence of lower-class life

· most confrontations ended peaceably, but could terminate in a death or maiming

· dueling did not allow the resolution of grievances by the courts, which would have guaranteed a peaceful outcome

· recourse to the law was viewed as cowardly and shameless by many southerners

· Andrew Jackson’s mother: “The law affords no remedy that can satisfy the feelings of a true man.”

· dueling rested on the assumption that a gentleman could recognize another gentleman who would know when to respond to a challenge

· people of lower classes did not merit a challenge to a duel

The Southern Evangelicals and White Values

· the ideal of honor had a potential for conflict with the values preached by southern evangelical churches, notably the Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians

· these denominations stressed humility and self-restraint

· contrasted the entire culture of show and display the supported the extravagance and violence of the Old South

· prior to 1830, most southern gentlemen looked down on evangelicals a uncivil fanatics

· evangelicals gradually shed their image as illiterate isolated people by founding colleges like Randolph Macon and Wake Forest

· during the 1930s, evangelical values and practices began to penetrate even the Episcopal church, the denomination long preferred by the gentry

· southern evangelicals rarely attacked honor

· they were against dueling, brawling, intemperance, gambling, and “Revenge, Ambition, Pride” that evoked these practices
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Life Under Slavery
· Slavery was a balance between the good and bad views of it

· Some slaves liked their masters, but none liked slavery.

The Maturing Plantation System
· Slavery changed over time:

· 1700: mostly African born non-English speaking males; no family structure; not a lot of children, many died; isolation

· 1830: = amounts of males and females; American born English speaking; worked with other slaves, lots of children, tight family structure

Work and discipline of Plantation Slaves

· Large farms or plantations

· Long working day

· Women worked in fields with men

· Always a lot of work

· Brutality by drivers, masters did not involve themselves with discipline

· Plantations did allow some to be trained in skilled work

The Slave Family

· Masters thought they held slave marriages together, but in reality the slaves did it themselves

· High risk for family members being sold

· Marriage didn’t protect from sexual exploits or separation by sale of one member

· If a girl got pregnant before a marriage, that was acceptable, but once married they were expected by the community to be faithful.

· Friendships and extended family were as important as nuclear family

The Longevity, Diet, and Health of Slaves

· Compared to other slaves on the Western Hemmisphere, they had long lives and lots of babies.  Therefore of all slaves imported to the Western Hemisphere, only 5% went to the US, yet 1/3 of the slaves in the Western Hemmisphere in 1825 lived in the US

· =Genders

· More food grown]

· Unsanitary conditions contributed to sickness

· Harsh conditions lowered life expectancy

· High infant mortality rate

Slaves off Plantations

· Greatest opportunities in towns

· history had a record of blacks in skilled work

· because factory workers usually rented slave, it was in their best interest to give them good working conditions.  They were thought of as more valuable than immigrants

Life On the Margin:  Free Blacks in the Old South

· free blacks had power in the Old South

· It was a crime in many states to teach a free black to read

· no one wanted free blacks

· mixed bloods looked down on pure Africans (difference in skin color caused racism inside African Americans

Slave resistance

· The Old South held seeds of organized slave revolts, but there were only 3 major revolts:

· 1800- Gabriel Prosser’s planned slave revolt was betrayed by other slaves.  He and his followers were executed.

· 1802- Denmark Vessy was a free black wanted to lead a slave revolt, but was betrayed by other slaves.  He and his followers were executed.

· 1831- Nat Turner rebellion- Nat Turner was brilliant, but because he was a slave, he couldn’t pursue intellectual feats.  This made him angry and he lad a group of slaves to kill 5 white before he was caught and hanged.

· 3 reasons for lack of organized rebellion: blacks were a majority in some states, but nowhere were they a large majority, the white population was powerful, and because of their strong family ties, slaves didn’t want to risk death.

· other ways of dealing: disobedience, wasteful ness, not working, running away

· runaway slave owed very little to white abolitionists

· Slaves also enjoyed “practical freedom”.  If they were off the plantation, they could come and go as they pleased.

The Emergance of African-American Culture

The Language of the slaves

· Because slaves born in Africa spoke so many different languages, “pidgin” became the language of the slaves

African American Religion

· Most African Americans had “heathen” religions which blamed spirits and gods for everyday occurrences

· water = life and hope

· The movement to convert slaves didn’t start until about 1700

· When it did start, they were easy to convert because of the similarities between their religions and Christianity.

· Plantation owners view black Christianity as dangerous

· Churches were interracial

· Missionaries wanted to teach black the “right” Christianity which emphasized obedience

· Whites drew lines between blacks being their spiritual equal and their civil equals

· Slaves compared themselves to Jews in Israel.

· Spirituals (songs) were important

· Slaves used biblical catch phrases to symbolize freedom

· Christianity helped make slavery bearable because they saw justice in God

Black Music and Dance

· Blacks were more expressive then whites.

· They danced to banjos and clapping of hands because other instruments were outlawed.

· Whites saw songs as harmless and a sign that blacks were happy.

· In reality, blacks sang to relieve sorrow.

· Whites looked down upon spirituals.

Conclusion

· Blacks made the South what it was.

· The North looked down upon the South.

· The South saw the North as unnatural.

· In reality, there was a mix of both opinions.

