7th Asia-Oceania Symposium on Fire Science and Technology
The 7AOFST Symposium was held successfully from 20 to 22 September, 2007 at the Hongkong International Trade & Exhibition Centre, Hong Kong.

The Symposium was organized by Professor W.K. Chow, Area of Strength: Fire Safety Engineering, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong; Technical Committee chaired by Professor Y. Hasemi, Waseda University, Japan; and financially supported by Mr. J.C. Yang, China Public Security, official journal of the Ministry of Public Security, People’s Republic of China.  There are also local sponsorship from the Research Engineering Development Façade Consultants Limited and Asia Aluminum Holdings Limited. 

The Opening Addresses were delivered by Mr. J.K. Kwok, JP, Director of Fire Services Department; and Honorary Address by Mr. H.W. Cheung, JP, Director of Buildings Department, government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

As the Asia-Oceania Association for Fire Science and Technology (AOAFST) is under the International Association for Fire Safety Science (IAFSS), Dr. Craig Beyler, Chairman of IAFSS gave a warm welcome address.

Over two hundred delegates attended including experts from Japan, Korea, China, Singapore, India, Russia, UK, USA, Canada, Australia, France, Finland and the Netherlands.  Ten invited lectures and seventy-three presentations were delivered.  Awards were presented to Professor T. Hirano, Professor W.C. Fan and Professor Victor Bulgakov for founding and active promotion of AOAFST, and to Dr. Caird Ramsay for promotion of AOAFST.

An Alcoholic Reception where all experts brought their special wines from their countries was held in the Conference Banquet.

In the symposium, Professor W.K. Chow was elected as the President of AOAFST.  A meeting discussing how to promote AOAFST was then held afterward on 21 September, 2007.  There, an executive committee was set up with vice-presidents and committee members invited to be nominated.  
The next AOFST Symposium is proposed to be held in Sydney, Australia.
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