Acknowledgements

I would like to begin by thanking the three people without whom it would not have been possible for me to submit this thesis: my supervisor Nick Filer, and my parents.

I would also like to thank Hilary Kahn for being my advisor. I would like to thank David Brée and all those students in CS710 who made useful comments on an early draft of this thesis.

Finally, I wish to acknowledge my idols David Bowie and Monica Seles, whose brilliance inspires me in all that I do.