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Katandria Love Johnson received a Bachelor and Master of Science in Bilingual Speech-Language Pathology from Texas Christian University (TCU) in 2000 and 2002, respectively. She also received a Master of Arts in Linguistics in 2006 from the University of Texas at Austin (UT). Currently, she is a first year doctoral social and behavioral sciences graduate student at the University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort Worth Public Health Department, linguist and a trilingual speech language pathologist.

Love has spent the last several years working with children from culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD) backgrounds with a variety of speech-language-hearing disorders in her Dallas-Fort Worth based private practice. Her clinical experiences at TCU's Miller Speech and Hearing Clinic, externship sites at the Fort Worth ISD, local hospitals and private clinics sharpened her area of expertise in speech and language delays among Spanish and Portuguese-speaking children with developmental and neurologically based disorders. Love also speaks French, Italian, and is trained in American and Mexican Sign Language.

Over the past eight years, Love has presented oral and poster presentations of her research in Mexico, Brazil, and Italy as well as at UT Austin's Texas Research Symposium, Texas Speech-Language Hearing Association (TSHA), as an ASHA Travel fellow at the NIDCD Research Symposium, ASHA MSLP presenter, and ASHA's speech pathology and special interest division conventions. Topics have include leadership, international research and clinical residencies, CLD service delivery issues, augmentative and alternative communication, noise-induced hearing loss, sign language, socio- and computational linguistics. Current research interests range from health equities among minority and immigrant populations to international, transdisciplinary healthcare research on continuing education and professional curriculum development of cultural and linguistic competencies within the allied and public health professions.

Working as a full-time speech pathologist has allowed Love to serve as a field tester for AGS Publishing and Academic Therapy standardized assessment tools and as a translator of ASHA-sponsored educational materials.  As a public health graduate student, she volunteers as an interpreter at a local non-profit healthcare clinic and a representative for One Church One Child, a non-profit agency that recruits, trains and licenses families to serve as foster caregivers or permanent adopters.  Love has also provided several TSHA-approved service delivery model workshops in Texas, Mexico, and Brazil. One of her most memorable research projects, extending over a five month travel period, was fulfilled by visiting the following countries: Italy, France, Spain, Portugal, Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, and Canada. This study was a self-directed, TSHA-approved independent study designed to examine the sociolinguistic, economic, and sociocultural influences of disability views, specifically related to disorders of speech, language and hearing among CLD populations. As a result of this project, Love’s work has been featured in several articles in BusinessWeek Magazine and Dr. Bleile's webpage: www.comdisinternational.com. In support of her educational and research pursuits, Love has received several grants, scholarships, and assistantships from TCU, UT, ASHA, TSHA, the Dallas Woman's Club, and USA Funds Access to Education. She is also a member of the Cambridge Who's Who Empowering Executives and Professionals, Fort Worth Sister Cities International Global Alumni Program, Council on World Affairs, The National Scholars Honor Society and a nominee for the International Health Professional of the Year.

Next year, Love will continue to conduct research, supervision, and volunteer work in a self-designed Mexican-immersion clinical practicum program and TSHA-approved workshop for American speech pathology students and professionals. She will be presenting her research at TSHA, the Australian and the National Black Speech-Language Hearing Association (NBASLH) and submitting articles to the ASHA Leader and NBASLH’s ECHO on-line journal. Love will also continue to serve as an ASHA MSLP applicant reviewer and mentor, as her ultimate goal is to encourage and provide diverse ways in which healthcare professionals can increase their cultural and linguistic competencies in the U.S. and abroad through transdisciplinary curriculums and practicums. 

