Vocabulary

Chapter 1:

1. Covey: a small flock of birds


“…a covey of little birds chittered…”

2. Interval: period of time between two points of time

“…ancient song that had only three notes and yet endless variety of interval.”

3. Pulque: a fermented, milky drink made from the juice of a desert plant


“And he drank a little pulque…”

4. Alms: money or goods given to the needy


“…little brown pennies he gave sparingly for alms.”

5. Indigent: very poor


“…lazy doctor would do about an indigent baby.”

Chapter 2:

1. Estuary: an inlet of the sea


“…town lay on a broad estuary…”

2. Bulwark: someone or something that acts as a defense or protection


“It is the bulwark against starvation.”

3. Undulating: to move in a wavelike manner


“…the surface of the water was an undulating mirror of brightness…”

4. Scuttling: to run quickly


“…the little scuttling animals…”

5. Perceptible: noticeable; recognizable


“…little inner song, hardly perceptible…”

6. Hummock: a small hill


“…a hummock of rubbly rock stuck up…”

7. Incandescence: very bright, brilliance


“…gave it back in silver incandescence.”

Chapter 3:

1. Judicious: showing good judgement; wise


“…doctor grew stern and judicious…”

2. Essence: basic element of something


“The essence of the pearl mixed with the essence of men…”

3. Residue: something remaining after the main part has been removed


“…curious dark residue was precipitated.”

4. Precipitated: to cause something to separate and fall


“…curious dark residue was precipitated.”

5. Distillate: concentrated, purified liquid left after refining process


“…the black distillate was like the scorpion…”

6. Lucent: bright


“…as lucent as the pearl was…”

7. Disparagement: to belittle


“…this is said in disparagement…”

8. Benedicition: a blessing


“…made it sound like a benediction.”

9. Subjugation: to keep under control; subdue


“…for the hundreds of years of subjugation…”

10. Spasms: on and off twitching of the muscles


“The spasms of the stomach muscles began…”

11. Cozened: beguiled; deluded


“…beauty of the pearl cozened his brain…”

Chapter 4:

1. Countenanced: to tolerate


“This was extravagant and not to be countenanced.”

2. Ramparts: a protective wall encircling a fortress or city; any structure that serves     as a defense


“And some are in the ramparts…”

3. Stalwart: strong and well built


“…riding on stalwart shoulders of his nephew.”

4. Benign: not harmful


“His face was fatherly and benign…”

5. Legerdemain: tricks or magic done with the hands


“…his right hand practiced legerdemain.”

6. Collusion: secret agreement made for the purpose of fraud; conspiracy


“…you can see there is no collusion.”

7. Tules: reeds or rushes


“…he stared at the woven tules of his sleeping mat…”

8. Lethargy: a condition of extreme sluggishness


“A lethargy had settled on him…”

Chapter 5:

1. Exhilaration: stimulation; liveliness; high spirits


“…felt a surge of exhilaration.”

2. Edifice: a large building or something resembling one


“…a tall edifice of fire lighted the pathway.”

3. Divert: to cause to turn aside; to entertain


“…went out among the neighbors to divert their suspicions…”

Chapter 6:

1. Miraculous: having the nature of a miracle; supernatural


“…the miraculous Virgin has her station.”

2. Covert: a covered place; hidden; secret


“…Kino searched the roadside for a covert to lie in…”

3. Sentinel: someone who stands guard, usually a soldier


“…she sat as still as a sentinel…”

4. Monolithic: a single piece of stone


“…standing monolithic against the sky.”

5. Pivoting: a person or thing on or around which something turns


“…turned their little pivoting dragon heads.”

6. Escarpment: a steep slope


“…it fell over an escarpment…”

7. Amulet: a charm against evil or injury


“…she saw how he hooked the amulet neck-string…”

8. Intercession: prayer or pleading on behalf of another


“…Juana’s ancient intercession…”

9. Ulcerous: having an ulcer or ulcers


“…it was gray and ulcerous.”

