Figurative Language

Similes

Ch. 1

1. “…she was like a strong man.”

2. “…her eyes as cold as the eyes of a lioness.”

3. “…small misshapen seed pearls, as ugly and gray as little ulcers…”

Ch. 2

1. “…into a shimmer that looked like water.”

2. “…minds of people are as unsubstantial as the mirage of the Gulf.”

3. “…oysters with ruffles like skirts…”

4. “…the great pearl, perfect as the moon.”

5. “…as large as a sea gull’s egg.”

Ch. 3

1. “A town is like a colonial animal.”

2. “…the black distillate was like a scorpion…”

3. “…the black distillate was like hunger in the smell of food…”

4. “…distillate was like loneliness when love is withheld.”

5. “…the music of the pearl rose like a chorus of trumpets…”

6. “Kino was afraid as a man is afraid…”

7. “The thin dog came to him and threshed itself in greeting like a wind     blown flag.”

8. “…luck, you see, brings bitter friends.”

9. “…book as large as a house…”

10. “…letters as big as dogs…”

11. “…he sprang like an angry cat…”

12. “This pearl is like a sin!”

Ch. 4

1. “…each man and woman is like a soldier…”

2. “…buyer’s eyes had become steady and cruel and unwinking as a hawk’s eys.”

3. “This pearl is like fool’s gold.”

4. “…her lips drew back from her teeth like a cat’s lips.”

Ch. 5

1. “…like a shadow she glided toward the door.”

2. “He hissed at her like a snake…”

3. “…Juana stared like a sheep before the butcher.”

4. “…Kino’s arms and legs stirred like those of a crushed bug…”

5. “…fire died down as quickly as a twig fire dies.”

6. “…I am like a leprosy.”

7. “…the man groves plunged like frightened cattle…”

8. “…the wind skimmed the sky clean and drifted the sand off the country like snow.”

9. “…it was like a death.”

Ch. 6

1. “She sat quiet as a stone…”

2. “…she sat as still as a sentinel…”

3. “They were as sensitive as hounds.”

4. “Kino lay as rigid as the tree limb.”

5. “They scuttled over the ground like animals…”

6. “The trackers are like excited dogs…”

7. “…the little pools were like steps…”

8. “…men were sleeping, curled up like dogs…”

9. “She peered like an owl…”

10. “Kino edged like a slow lizard…”

11. “…tree frogs twitted like birds…”

12. “…song of the family as fierce and sharp as a snarl of a female puma.”

13. “Kino crept silently like a shadow…”

14. “…legs were tight as wound strings.”

15. “…sounded like a cry, almost like a human, like a baby.”

16. “…coyote pup cry like a baby.”

17. “…struck the head of the seated man like a melon.”

18. “…third man scrabbled away like a crab…”

19. “Kino was as cold and deadly as steel.”

20. “Juana carried her shawl like a sack…”

21. “She was as removed as Heaven.”

22. “…he was as dangerous as a rising storm.”

23. “…legs moved like well made wooden dolls…”

24. “…song of the family was as fierce as a cry.”

25. “It was gray, like a malignant growth.”

Personifications

Ch. 1

1. “…the day had drawn only a pale wash of light in lower sky to the east.”

2. “…Juana’s fire leaped into flame…”

3. “The world was awake now…”

4. “…the song of the family cried plaintively.”

5. “yellow sun threw their black shadows…”

6. “…little water played…”

7. “The glaring sun threw the bunched shadows…”

8. “His eyes rested in puffy little hammocks of flesh…”

Ch. 2

1. “…town lay on a broad estuary, it’s old yellow plastered building hugging the beach.”

2. “…the morning was young…”

3. “…the canoe creased the water and hissed with speed.”

4. “…little pat on the back by God or the gods or both.”

5. “…the oysters clung to one another…”

6. “…the beat of the song was his pounding heart, as it at the oxygen…”

7. “…large oyster lying by itself, not covered with its clinging brothers.”

8. “…flesh writhed up and then subsided.”

Ch. 3

1. “A town has a nervous system and a head and shoulders and feet.”

2. “…a town has a whole emotion.”

3. “…the nerves of the town were pulsing and vibrating with the news…”

4. “…the great pearl was alive in his hand.”

5. “The little flames danced on the faces…”

6. “…Juana’s fire threw shadows on the brush walls…”

7. “…fire shadows leaping on his face.”

8. “…the words galloped and played on the book.”

9. “…tiny light danced through the hut.”

10. “The wind of the morning ruffled the water of the estuary and whispered through the mangroves.”

11. “…the beauty of the pearl, winking and glimmering…”

12. “…(the Pearl) closed the door on hunger.”

Ch. 4

1. “…little town keeps track of itself and of all its units.”

2. “…nerve lines of the town.”

3. “The houses belched people…”

4. “The door way spewed out children.”

5. “…tiny stones threw shadows on the ground.”

6. “…coin winked into sight…”

7. “He felt the creeping of fate…”

8. “…crossed design danced in his head.”

9. “…(the night) called to him and threatened him and challenged him.”

10. “…the evil was hidden behind the brush fence, crouched beside the house in the shadow, hovering in the air.”

Ch. 5

1. “…the pale light of the moon that crept through the holes…”

2. “…the pearl lay winking…”

3. “…the evil music filled the night…”

4. “… a wounded boat does not heal…”

5. “…a nervous, restless wind with the smell of a storm on its breath…”

6. “…tall flame leaped up in the dark with a crackling roar…”

7. “…the wind cried through the brush houses…”

8. “The wind screamed over the Gulf…”

Ch. 6

1. “The wind blew fierce and strong, and it pelted them…”

2. “The sky was brushed clean by the wind…”

3. “The wind cried and whisked in the brush…”

4. “The coyotes cried and laughed in the brush…”

5. “…beware of the tree that bleeds.”

6. “He let the sun play on it until it burns in his eyes.”

7. “…naked granite mountains…”

8. “The singing heat lay over his desert…”

9. “…music of evil sand loud with the whine of heat…”

10. “…under a frowning peak…”

11. “…the algae called to it and beckoned to it.”

Metaphors

Ch. 1

1. “…the lighting square was the door…”

2. “And the rhythm of the family song was the grinding stone where Juana worked…”

Ch. 2

1. “…pearls were accidents…”

2. “…the finding of one was luck…”

3. “…the beat was his pounding heart…”

4. “…the melody of the song was the gray-green water…”

Ch. 3

1. “The thing is evil.”

2. “…they were in some way one thing and one purpose…”

Ch. 4

1. “…loss of the pearl was punishment…”

2. “…the dealer’s hand had become a personality.”

3. “…this pearl is evil.”

Ch. 5

1. “…his brain was red with anger.”

2. “Her face was a dull pain…”

3. “He was an animal now…”

4. “…light was danger to him.”

5. “…it is my misfortune and my life…”

6. “This pearl has become my soul…”

Ch. 6

1. “…the tree is evil luck.”

2. “…the music of the pearl had become sinister…”

3. “Only a pencil of water fell…”

4. “Juana’s eyes were two sparks…”

5. “…Kino was a terrible machine…”

6. “His strength, his movement and his speed were a machine.”

7. “…they carried pillars of black fear…”

8. “…the pearl was gray and ulcerous…”

