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Good morning, class! This week in school we are talking about our responsibility to improve the environment. We are exploring the idea that just one person can make a difference by reducing, reusing, and recycling. Are you ready to find out how? Let’s go!
ALL ABOARD!
The “Green” train is leaving the classroom. Before we reach our first stop, let’s talk some trash! The average person generates almost five pounds of trash per day. Use this calculator to figure out how many pounds of trash your family makes in one week (add five pounds for each member of your family then multiply the answer times seven). That’s a lot of trash! 
Do you know what happens to all of your garbage? All trash that is not recycled goes into a landfill. Some garbage, like plastic, never disappears!  The water bottle you throw in the garbage today will still be in the landfill when your grandchildren have children. So what can we do to help? Let’s find out! 
Our first stop is Reduce Junction, in Less-Is-More City. When you reduce, you use less of something. To help the earth, we can use less energy, less water, and create less garbage. But how do we know how much we are using? Let’s take a look. Click on the words “HUMAN FOOTPRINT” and see how your use of milk, soda, and bread compares to your classmates! Write down your answers on a piece of scrap paper. 

Before we leave Less-Is-More City, let’s test your knowledge. Visit the Hog Busters Training Camp to learn how to reduce energy use in your house. Play one game and come back to the train when you are finished! 
Our second stop is Reuse Crossing in the town of Waste-Not-Want-Not. Reusing is easy and you already do it a lot at home. Think about all the things you reuse – your toothbrush, your pencils, your dishes at home, and much more! To reuse, all you have to do is be creative! Use old egg cartons to sort nails and screws or as paint containers. Turn coffee cans into flower pots. For more ideas, move your mouse over the items at the top of this page. Then, click on the little green icons at the bottom of the page to learn more about reducing and reusing! 
Our next stop is Sorting Station on the outskirts of Recycle-ville! Recycling is the process of taking a product, like a soda can, and using all or part of it to make another product. When we recycle we reduce the amount of garbage we create. Do you know which items from the garbage are recyclable? Great! You will be a big help to Gus at the Recycle Roundup! Remember that paper, cardboard, plastic bottles, glass, and food garbage can all be recycled. 
Welcome to Recycle-ville, the last stop on this train. Now that you know all about reducing, reusing, and recycling, explore this city and see how the people have improved their environment. Look for some things you might use to reduce, reuse, and recycle at home or at school! 
Thank you for riding the “Green” train! I hope you learned a lot today and had some fun too! 
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Reduce!


    Reuse!
                      Recycle!
Return to the Homepage
